United States

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 106 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

of America
Vol. 145 WASHINGTON, MONDAY, JUNE 14, 1999 No. 83
The Senate met at 12 noon and was (Mrs. HUTCHISON assumed the cratic leadership to see if we can
called to order by the President pro Chair.) maybe do one or more of those bills in
tempore [Mr. THURMOND]. a short period of time. We also have en-
tered into an agreement with regard to
PRAYER SCHEDULE State Department authorization, with
The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John Mr. LOTT. Madam President, today a limited amount of time and, | pre-

Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, help us to see the in-
visible movement of Your Spirit in
people and in events. Beyond our ev-
eryday world of ongoing responsibil-
ities and the march of secular history
with its sinister and frightening possi-
bilities, You call us to another world, a
world of suprasensible reality which is
the mainspring of the universe, the en-
vironment of everyday existence and
our very life and strength at this mo-
ment. Help us to know that You are
present, are working Your purposes
out, and have plans for us. Give us eyes
to see Your invisible presence working
through people, arranging details, solv-
ing complexities, and bringing good out
of whatever difficulties we commit to
You.

We begin this week on Flag Day af-
firming our loyalty to You, dear God,
and to our great Nation. Grant the
Senators eyes to see You as the unseen
but ever-present Sovereign. Then help
them to claim Your promise: ‘““Call to
me, and | will answer you and show you
great and mighty things which you do
not know”” (Jer. 33:3). Amen.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able majority leader is recognized.

FLAG DAY

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | thank the
Chaplain, as always, for his beautiful
prayer and for recognizing this is Flag
Day, June 14. It is a day in which we
should all take a moment to be proud
and thankful for the country that we
live in because the flag is the symbol of
our country, and it is appropriate that
we honor it on this day, June 14.

the Senate will be in a period of morn-
ing business until 1 p.m. Following
morning business, the Senate will
begin consideration of the energy and
water appropriations bill with amend-
ments expected to be offered through-
out the day. Votes were scheduled to
occur at 5:30 p.m. However, we expect
to reach an agreement, hopefully with-
in the next few minutes, requiring Sen-
ators to file amendments to the energy
and water appropriations bill by 5
o’clock today. Assuming that is agreed
to, then there would be no votes today.

As a reminder, a series of votes will
occur on Tuesday beginning at 2:15
p.m., and the first votes in the series
will be on the completion of the Y2K
legislation, to be followed by cloture
votes on the Social Security lockbox
issue and the oil, gas, and steel appro-
priations bill.

So we will have three votes at 2:15,
and we may even have additional votes
at that time because we could have
amendments that will have to be voted
on with regard to the energy and water
appropriations bill and even, hopefully,
final passage.

For the remainder of the week, we
expect to complete the energy and
water appropriations bill no later than
the close of business Tuesday. Today, I
will file cloture on the House-passed
Social Security lockbox bill, with that
cloture vote occurring on Wednesday.
We also expect to continue with the ap-
propriations bills process when they
become available, hopefully disposing
of all that would be available to us.
That could include the military con-
struction appropriations bill, legisla-
tive branch, transportation, and State-
Justice-Commerce.

I realize we can’t do all those this
week, but we will work with the Demo-

sume, a limited number of amend-
ments. We will try to find an oppor-
tunity to do that this week. Perhaps
Friday morning we could take up that
bill and complete action on it by noon,
and that would be the final vote of the
week.

Therefore, | think Members should be
aware now votes will occur on Friday.
This will be a very busy week with
votes occurring every day, and we
probably will go into the evening at
least on Thursday. But it will depend
on how things proceed.

Let me take a moment now to ex-
press, frankly, my disappointment in
the Senate at the number of Senators
who have indicated they will not be
here or would not be here for a vote
late this afternoon. Senator DASCHLE
and | have discussed the dates on Mon-
days or Fridays when we knew we
would not have votes. We have advised
Members of that. That was true last
month, and we have indicated a couple
dates here in the next month or so. But
unless we say there will not be votes,
Members should expect to have votes
occur sometime after 5 o’clock on Mon-
days and up until 12 o’clock on Fri-
days.

Because of the large number of Sen-
ators who were not going to be able to
be here this afternoon, we have decided
to defer the votes until tomorrow. But
that inconveniences other Senators,
some of whom came all the way back
across the country to be ready to vote
at 5 o’clock, only to find that because
of the number of Senators who say
they are not coming back, we are not
going to have a vote.

So | am very disappointed in that. |
have to assume some of the responsi-
bility because we could go ahead and
say we are going to vote at 5:30. But |
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