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It was, I am told on occasions like this, in

our old Kings Highway office where everyone
sat in one large room, that someone on the
staff would hold up a sign saying, ‘‘Another
Satisfied Customer’’.

Sylvia broke every rule in the book. There
were innumerable occasions when I consid-
ered letting her go—but there were three
reasons why I never did.

First, because working in the office gave
meaning and purpose to her existence. And I
could never bring myself to deprive her of
the opportunity it afforded her to live a suc-
cessful and satisfying life.

Second, and more importantly, because she
was the Mark McGwire of Congressional case
workers. If she struck out a lot—she also hit
more home runs than anyone else. She was,
in a very real sense, the most valuable case
worker in the Congressional league.

But third, and most importantly, because
she was a genuine inspiration.

I have always felt that nothing is more ad-
mirable than when an individual triumphs
over adversity. And Sylvia, more so than
anyone I ever knew personally, triumphed
over adversity. I often used to think of how
many other Sylvias there must be who never
had the chance to do with their lives what
Sylvia did with hers. And I never ceased to
take pride from the incredulous reaction of
so many of the people who asked for her as-
sistance, but who never met her, when I told
them she was legally blind.

About 15 years ago, at the funeral of Con-
gressman Phil Burton, shortly after he had
re-drawn the map of the California Congres-
sional districts which guaranteed a Demo-
cratic majority in the California Congres-
sional delegation for a decade, then Mayor
Diane Feinstein of San Francisco said, ‘‘If
Phil is where I think he is, he’s already re-
drawing the map of heaven.’’

Well, if Sylvia is where I think she is, she
is already doing case work on behalf of the
Lord for those in the lower reaches who want
to join her in the more deluxe atmosphere
upstairs. And you know what. She’s getting
some of them in!
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SPEAKER HASTERT SPEECH TO
THE PARLIAMENT OF LITHUANIA

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
enter the following transcript of Speaker
HASTERT’s speech to the parliament of Lith-
uania into the House RECORD. I believe that it
sends a great message of the commonalties
between America and Lithuania. It also dem-
onstrates why we must show concern for the
events that occur outside the United States.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—House Speaker J. Den-
nis Hastert (R–Ill.) today released the fol-
lowing text of his speech to the Lithuania
Parliament on March 30, 1999:

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Seimas, dis-
tinguished guests: Let me thank you for this
great honor of addressing this assembly. I
have traveled far to be here today—but not
nearly as far as you have traveled over the
last ten years.

Outside this building I was shown the bar-
ricades manned by those who stood their
ground and defended this very Parliament.
We in the United States Congress try to do
our duty each day—to protect freedom and
promote democracy. But for almost 200
years, we have not had to defend our Capitol
Building from attack.

Of course, we know the stories of our
founders who met in Philadelphia and swore
their lives and property to defend our new
democracy. That is why the pictures of your
courageous stand for freedom—flashed across
the world—reminded us in the Congress of
our own beginnings. It drove home the fact
that freedom at times must be defended with
our very lives.

Professor Landsbergis, your courageous
stand for liberty served as an inspiration to
all Americans. The American people con-
tinue to be inspired by your successful ef-
forts to create a stable democracy in order
to provide a better way of life for Lithua-
nia’s children.

As you may know, I am from the state of
Illinois, which is the home of the great city
of Chicago. I think you all have heard of the
city of Chicago. We are pleased President
Adamkus was able to spend some of his life
in Chicago. He contributed much to our
country, and we are grateful for those con-
tributions. But his heart was always here in
Lithuania, with your struggle for freedom.

Illinois is also the home of two of my polit-
ical heroes: Abraham Lincoln and Ronald
Reagan. Abraham Lincoln is best known to
history for ending the barbaric practice of
slavery in the United States. It was Abra-
ham Lincoln who said: ‘‘Government of the
people, by the people and for the people shall
not perish from the earth.’’ By working hard
to create a stable and secure democracy, the
Lithuanian people prove that truth.

History will record that Ronald Reagan
challenged the 20th century version of slav-
ery. It was Ronald Reagan who said: ‘‘Mr.
Gorbachev, tear down this wall.’’ That elo-
quent statement, coupled by the hard work
of Eastern Europeans yearning to be free,
helped end Soviet aggression and created a
new and bigger Europe. It is this new Europe
that I want to talk to you about today.

The new Europe has a profound relation-
ship with the United States. Part of that re-
lationship comes from our cultural ties. In
no small measure, Europe helped build
America with the contributions of its people,
whether they be Irish or Polish or German or
Italian, or Lithuanian. An American ambas-
sador once said to the Soviet premier: ‘‘When
we talk about human rights behind the Iron
Curtain, we are not interfering in your inter-
nal affairs. We are talking about family mat-
ters.’’ Practically every family here has fam-
ily in America.

In fact, close to one million Americans
identify themselves as Lithuanian Ameri-
cans. One of those Lithuanian Americans is
Illinois Congressman John Shimkus, Chair-
man of the House Baltic Caucus, and a mem-
ber of our delegation here today.

The American people stood by Lithuania in
its times of trouble. They will stand by Lith-
uania in its times of prosperity. The new Eu-
rope is built on mutual trust, not mutual ha-
tred. It is build on democracy, not totali-
tarianism. It is built on trade, not protec-
tionism. It is build on the free exchange of
ideas, not the narrow bounds of nationalism.
It appeals to the better nature of mankind,
not to the darker side of evil.

America’s special relationship with the
new Europe also comes from strategic con-
siderations. This strategic relationship can
partly be seen though the prism of NATO.
NATO was founded as an organization dedi-
cated to protecting its members from attack.
It must not lose sight of its important mis-
sion: to defend its members. Lithuania is a
strongly ally in the Partnership for Peace
program. I support its membership—full
membership—in NATO.

I want to congratulate you on your defense
budget, soon to reach two percent of Gross
Domestic Product. Your commitment to
building a strong defense can only help your

case as you seek to become a full strategic
partner. As a legislator who is working on
his nation’s budget, I know how difficult
those choices can be. But you have made the
right choice to fund the military and to im-
prove the living conditions of its personnel.

A great threat to the new Europe is the
current instability in the Balkans. The
Milosevic regime is evil and free nations
should confront evil wherever it occurs. We
have a duty to say no to ruthless dictators,
to draw the lines where evil knows no
bounds.

We had a debate in the House of Represent-
atives about the virtues of America’s in-
volvement in the Balkans conflict. Many of
my colleagues in the House had reservations
about American involvement in that region.
But now that the United States is involved—
let there be no mistake—no one should doubt
the resolve of the American people as we
work to bring justice to the Kosovo region.

The reports we have from Kosovo are deep-
ly disturbing. If it is true that Serbia is at-
tempting to wipe out Kosovar Albanians,
those Serbs will be brought to justice. The
democratic nations of Europe, and the
United States as their partners in NATO,
should not sit idly by when genocide is car-
ried out in Europe. Defending freedom means
defending defenseless people.

The new Europe must be on the front lines
when it comes to fighting injustice. One way
to achieve this goal is to become bigger. A
bigger European Union is a better European
Union. I believe it should stretch eastward to
include the emerging democracies of Eastern
Europe.

It is better for the United States for trade
and security reasons. And it is better for the
people of Europe who want to move to a
more secure and prosperous future. We in the
Congress support Lithuania’s bid to become
a full member of the European Union. By be-
coming a full member, Lithuania has a bet-
ter opportunity to develop its export capa-
bilities and its free market system. I want to
congratulate Lithuania for becoming a
model of regional stability. You have excel-
lent relations with Poland, and your co-
operation with your Nordic and Baltic neigh-
bors is vitally important.

We also appreciate your efforts to find
common ground with Russia and with your
help in Kaliningrad. And we know how hard
you are working to develop a positive rela-
tionship with Belarus.

Let me conclude by saluting you, the peo-
ple of Lithuania. You have given much to
the United States. You have given us ath-
letes who star in basketball and hockey. You
have given us politicians who help us in the
United States Congress. And you have given
us hundreds of thousands of unheralded,
hardworking citizens who help make up the
intricate tapestry that is America.

Someone once asked President Reagan
whether he thought we were living in a time
without heroes. He replied by saying that
those who fear we have no heroes: ‘‘just don’t
know where to look. You can see heroes
every day going in and out of factory gates.
Others, a handful in number, produce enough
food to feed all of us and then the world be-
yond. You meet heroes across a counter—and
they are on both sides of that counter. They
are entrepreneurs—with faith in themselves
and faith in an idea—who create new jobs,
new wealth and opportunity. They are indi-
viduals and families whose taxes support the
government, and whose voluntary gifts sup-
port church, charity, culture, art and edu-
cation. Their patriotism is quite but deep.
Their values sustain our national life.’’

Many of these every day American heroes
call Lithuania their ancestral homeland. Let
me say a final word about Lithuania’s he-
roes. Later today, our delegation will visit
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the KGB museum. We will go there to pay
our respects to those who suffered and died
in the hands of an evil and brutal occupa-
tion.

President Lincoln, when he dedicated the
cemetery at Gettysburg, said that mere
words could not dedicate nor consecrate the
sacrifices of brave men who defend liberty.
Likewise, there is nothing that we—who
have not experienced such a place, can do to
honor it. Those who suffered in that building
in defense of freedom have already made it
hallowed ground. But we can remember—and
we can educate future generations, and by so
doing ensure that such a place will never be
build again.

America is a better place because of Lith-
uania. And I hope that Lithuania is a freer
and a stronger democracy because of the ef-
forts of the American people.

May God bless the people of Lithuania like
He has blessed the people of the United
States.
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speaker, on

June 12, 1999, the Inland Empire Congres-
sional Delegation resolved to congratulate Ar-
rowhead Credit Union on its 50th anniversary.
Therefore, we are inserting into the RECORD a
copy of the resolution.

RESOLUTION

CONGRATULATING ARROWHEAD CREDIT UNION ON
ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Whereas Arrowhead Credit Union, based in
San Bernardino, California, is one of the
leading financial institutions of the Inland
Empire region of California and one of the
finest state-chartered credit unions in the
United States;

Whereas Arrowhead Credit Union, owned
by its members, is dedicated to serving their
best interests, to providing value relative to
cost, and to earning their trust and con-
fidence by operating in an ethical and finan-
cially sound manner;

Whereas Arrowhead Credit Union, which
turned 50 years old on April 19, 1999, is
ranked among the top 100 state-chartered
credit unions in the United States by serving
a membership of more than 74,000;

Whereas the Inland Empire community is
pleased to join Arrowhead Credit Union in
celebrating its 50th anniversary at the On-
tario Convention Center on June 12, 1999:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved on this day of June 12, 1999, by
the undersigned members of the Inland Em-
pire Congressional Delegation that the Dele-
gation, on behalf of the people of the Inland
Empire,

(1) congratulates Arrowhead Credit Union
on its 50th anniversary and wishes it contin-
ued success in the years to come;

(2) commends Arrowhead Credit Union for
its outstanding contributions to the people

of the Inland Empire through its reliable,
friendly, low cost financial services; and

(3) inserts a copy of this resolution into
the Congressional Record in commemoration
of the 50th anniversary of Arrowhead Credit
Union.
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OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.

Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity
to recognize a distinguished constituent of
Pennsylvania’s 5th Congressional District. On
June 26, 1999, Dr. Harvey P. Hanlen of State
College will be sworn is as the 78th president
of the American Optometric Association during
AOA’s annual Congress in San Antonio, TX.

Dr. Hanlen is a graduate of the Pennsyl-
vania College of Optometry and Fellow of the
American Academy of Optometry. Throughout
his career, Dr. Hanlen has been dedicated to
the profession of optometry at the local, state,
and national levels. He is past president of the
Mid-Counties Optometric society and the
Pennsylvania Optometric Association. In 1987,
he was named Pennsylvania’s Optometrist of
the Year as well as the Pennsylvania College
of Optometry’s Alumnus of the Year. Dr.
Hanlen has served the AOA as a member of
the board of trustees, as secretary-treasurer,
vice-president, and president-elect.

In addition to his professional achievements,
Dr. Hanlen has been active in civic duties. He
has been on the board of directors of the Jew-
ish Community Council of State College. He
also served as campaign chairman for the
Centre County United Way.

Dr. Harvey Hanlen has distinguished himself
as an outstanding leader in his profession and
his community. I am pleased to join his many
friends and colleagues in congratulating him
on becoming the new president of the Amer-
ican Optometric Association.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. J.D. HAYWORTH
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,

June 14, 1999, I was unavoidably detained
and missed rollcall vote 204, passage of H.R.
1400, the Bond Price Competition Improve-
ment Act of 1999. Had I been present, I would
have voted ‘‘aye.’’
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HONORING THE 50-YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BLACKMAN BAR-
BECUE

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor a valued tradition known as the
Blackman Community Barbecue, which on Fri-
day, June 25, 1999, will celebrate its 50th
birthday.

For half a century, folks in the Blackman
community of Rutherford County, TN, have

been conducting this event to raise money for
worthy causes while promoting the commu-
nity’s unique history, spirit and traditions.
Begun by the still active Blackman Community
Club, the annual event is held on a 2–acre
site surrounded by the breathtaking beauty of
the Tennessee countryside.

Residents and visitors alike flock in droves
to this renowned event to sample tasty bar-
becue, homemade ice cream and generous
helpings of southern hospitality. Anyone who
has ever attended one of these barbecues
knows firsthand the affection Blackman resi-
dents show their community and fellow man. I
hope the next 50 Blackman Barbecues are as
rewarding and successful as the first 50.

I congratulate each and every resident in
the Blackman community for an event steeped
in sincere respect for wholesome family values
and traditions. And although there are many
Blackman residents responsible for the suc-
cess and longevity of the barbecue, the fol-
lowing have contributed and are still contrib-
uting immensely to the popular fund-raiser:
D.H. McDonald and his wife, Frances; Donald
McDonald; Lorrain Hunt; Mildred Hays; Kathy
Wright; Elizabeth Smith; and John L. Batey.
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HONORING TEMPLE KOL AMI ON
ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PETER DEUTSCH
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Temple Kol Ami in Plantation, Flor-
ida, on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary. It
is a pleasure for me to have the opportunity to
celebrate the congregation’s longstanding
commitment and outstanding service to the
Broward County community.

For the past quarter century, Plantation has
witnessed the steady growth of Temple Kol
Ami within the Jewish community. From its
humble start of just a few members in 1975,
the Temple has flourished into a congregation
of over eleven hundred families. With this dra-
matic growth of its membership, Temple Kol
Ami responded to the demand for new space
with various additions over the years including
a new sanctuary and the recent dedication of
the Elizabeth Shoshanna Harr Education Cen-
ter. This extensive expansion of the organiza-
tion is a testament to the Temple’s strong
community involvement and outreach efforts.

Over the course of the past 25 years, Tem-
ple Kol Ami has consistently maintained sharp
focus on the needs of the congregation.
Throughout these years of amazing develop-
ment, the Temple has continued to serve its
members and community while upholding the
customs of Jewish life within the traditions of
Reform Judaism. While upholding a tradition
of excellence in spirituality, the Temple has
also made the teaching of Judaism a top pri-
ority through the establishment of an Early
Childhood Program, a Religious School, Adult
Education Programs, and a Day School.

Mr. Speaker, Temple Kol Ami has spent the
last twenty five years demonstrating its strong
commitment to the spiritual well-being and
Jewish education of its congregation while
maintaining an excellent standard of commu-
nity involvement. I am extremely proud to cel-
ebrate this anniversary with the members of
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