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Mr. ROEMER changed his vote from
““yea’” to ‘“‘nay.”’

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to insert extraneous mate-
rial into the RECORD on H.R. 1501 and
H.R. 2122, the legislation we are about
to consider.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

CONSEQUENCES FOR JUVENILE
OFFENDERS ACT OF 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KOLBE). Pursuant to House Resolution
209 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the State of the Union
for the consideration of the bill, H.R.
1501.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1501) to
provide grants to ensure increased ac-
countability for juvenile offenders,
with Mr. THORNBERRY in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. McCoLLuM) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS)
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. McCoLLUM).

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Chairman, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, | rise this morning in
strong support of H.R. 1501, the Con-
sequences of Juvenile Offenders Act of
1999. On a day when there may be more
than occasional partisanship, | think it
is important to note that the base text

June 16, 1999

for our deliberations today and the
base text for what we will probably be
considering tomorrow and maybe even
the next day is truly bipartisan.

Indeed, all the members of the Sub-
committee on Crime, Republican and
Democrat alike, are original cospon-
sors of this bill, as are the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS),
the chairman and the ranking member
of the full Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Chairman, this legislation is the
outcome of years of field hearings,
committee hearings and earlier legisla-
tive efforts. It reflects the input of
countless men and women who are
daily in the trenches of juvenile justice
around the country; the juvenile court
judges, probation officers, prosecutors,
police officers and educators who have
the tremendous challenge of trying to
make juvenile justice a reality by re-
directing the lives of troubled young-
sters into productive paths.

Perhaps most importantly, this legis-
lation responds directly and in a posi-
tive common sense way to the central
question that we are all grappling with
today. What can we do about youth and
violence? How can we, as legislators,
contribute to safer, healthier commu-
nities for our kids and our families?

Our youth are America’s finest re-
source. We have an obligation to pro-
tect this valuable national treasure. As
a Congress, we may disagree on how to
accomplish this objective. However, we
are all focused on one thing. We must
protect our young people.

Mr. Chairman, the tragic events at
Columbine High School on April 20
have left us all asking tough questions,
looking for real answers. The senseless
suicidal rampage by those two teen-
agers leading to the brutal deaths of 12
of their classmates and one teacher
cast a fearful shadow over our country.

As a father of three sons, one of them
a high school graduate only three
weeks ago, my wife and | have known
the weighty concerns of school violence
and, sadly, | think we all know that
the determined acts of individuals on a
massacre and suicide mission are rare-
ly preventable through even the best of
laws.

We have now learned that these two
teenagers felt rejection by their peers,
were filled with hatred and had been
planning their violent massacre and
suicide for a year. It seems to me that
the key to preventing such tragedies is
to foster and strengthen those values
and convictions that make even con-
templating such madness inconceiv-
able.

Yes, our Nation’s laws do play a part
in fostering such values, but | think
the role our laws play in all of this
pales in comparison to the combined
roles of family, churches, civic institu-
tions and the media. These are what
truly shape the character of our youth.

This very important point was elo-
quently made at the Subcommittee on
Crime hearing last month by Darrell
Scott, whose daughter Rachel was
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