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will mean more jobs and more oppor-
tunity for many Americans. We must
return dollars, decisions and freedom
to our Nation’s new small businesses. |
believe the Start-Up Savings Accounts
Act is a good step in that direction.

INTRODUCTION OF *““GO GIRL”’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask
you, what is wrong with this picture?
Females make up slightly more than 50
percent of this country’s population,
yet less than 30 percent of America’s
scientists are women. Even fewer engi-
neers are women, less than 10 percent.

In 1994, there were 209 tenured fac-
ulty at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. Fifteen of those 209 were
women. Of course these figures are not
at all surprising when we learn that in
1985, women earned less than 30 percent
of the bachelor degrees in the physical
sciences and less than 10 percent of the
bachelor degrees in engineering. You
do not even want to hear the percent-
age of Ph.D.s in the science and math
fields that are earned by women.

Just to give Members an example,
about 8 percent of the Ph.D.s in physics
in 1988 were awarded to women. Eight
percent. My colleagues may be asking
themselves, ““So what? Is this some na-
tional problem?”’

The answer is yes, this is a big prob-
lem, a big problem for employers, a big
problem for women as wage-earners
and a big problem for our Nation as we
compete in the global marketplace.
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The Bureau of Labor Statistics
projects that between 1994 and the year
2005 the number of women in the labor
force will grow twice as fast as men.
Yet a recent study of school-to-work
projects found that 90 percent of girls
are clustered in five traditionally fe-
male occupations.

My colleagues do not need me to tell
them that careers in traditionally fe-
male occupations pay far less than ca-
reers in science, math, and technology.
For example, a data analyst can expect
to earn $45,000 a year while a licensed
practical nurse makes less than $25,000
a year. Men become analysts, women
become nurses, and a Kkindergarten
teacher, mostly females, make only
$18,000 a year when they first get start-
ed as compared to a starting engineer
at over $30,000 a year.

In addition, the National Science
Foundation reports that the jobs facing
workers in the future will require high-
er skill levels in science, math, and
technology than ever before. The NSF
report is verified by a letter that | re-
cently received from the American
Electronics Association. The AEA
wrote to me to tell me that today the
high tech industry is facing a critical
shortage of skilled workers, and the fu-
ture looks even worse they say. A re-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

cent AEA report showed that the num-
ber of degrees in computer science, en-
gineering, mathematics, and physics
have actually declined since 1990. Quite
clearly, Mr. Speaker, there is no way
that America can have a technically
competent work force if the majority
of students, females, do not study
science, math, and technology.

That is why today | am introducing a
bill to help school districts encourage
girls to pursue careers in science,
math, and technology. Although my
bill is titled Getting Our Girls Ready
for the 21st Century Act, it will be
known around here as Go Girl. Go Girl
will create a bold new work force to en-
ergize young women in math, science,
and technology. Go Girl is modeled
after the TRIO program which has suc-
cessfully encouraged 2 million low-in-
come students to attend and graduate
from college when their parents never
attended college.

Similarly, the lack of female role
models hampers female interest in
studying science, math, and tech-
nology. Girls and their parents first
must be able to envision a career in
these fields. Then they need practical
advice on what to study and how to
achieve the necessary academic re-
quirements. Go Girl follows girls from
the fourth grade, the grade when girls
typically begin to fall behind boys in
math and science, and they are fol-
lowed through high school to encour-
age these young women to be inter-
ested in math, to care about science, to
want to learn technology in the early
grades. Girls will participate in events
and activities that increase their
awareness of careers in these fields,
and they will meet female role models.

The issue is: Go Girls.

DOING THE RIGHT THING FOR THE
TAXPAYERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, in to-
day’s papers across the country typi-
cally it would be among the leading
stories, if not the leading story, was
that the Federal Government is now
awash in a trillion dollar surplus.

Now | have been here a year and a
half, and it is amazing how many pro-
jections there are when it comes to the
budget surplus. It seems as if every
month there is a new projection, and |
have a feeling, if we wait long enough,
it will be a zillion dollar surplus.

The point is that with the American
people and | would hope that Members
on either side of the aisle here remem-
ber is that those surpluses are the re-
sults of the hard work of the American
taxpayer, whether it is from where |
am from in Staten Island or Brooklyn,
anywhere across New York and across
this country. It is the folks who get up
every morning 5, 6 o’clock, working
two, sometimes three jobs, to put food
on their table, to send their children to

H5049

school, to pay the mortgage on their
house, and then enough left over to
send to Uncle Sam.

And | understand the temptation in
Washington for the most part to spend
that money, and by the way, when you
project a lot, you get to spend a lot. |
would hope that we would exercise re-
sponsibility, understand that the basis
for the surplus is not because in the
last several years the Congress, con-
trolled by the Republicans, has spent
so much money, but has taken the re-
sponsible approach of not spending all
the taxpayer money, and the seeds of
this prosperity | would argue were
sowed in the eighties, when we cut
taxes, when we decided that regula-
tions or too much regulation, only sti-
fled productivity and creativity and in-
hibited growth, and | think that is
what laid the foundation to this sur-
plus.

Now there are those who can argue
that, well, we raised taxes, and that is
why we have a huge surplus. What |
think that does is underestimates the
American people. We need to under-
stand that when we lower taxes, when
we reduce regulation, when we allow
the American taxpayer, the small busi-
ness owner, employee or the employer,
to unleash their spirit to produce and
to create and, yes, to give back to their
local community; that is the America
that we should all be proud of, not
when we sit in Washington and say how
are we going to divvy up this trillion
dollars that the people across this
country are working so hard to gen-
erate?

We are fortunate enough these days
that there is a lot of prosperity around,
but the best days lie ahead, and again
I can only urge those in Congress and
in the White House that it is the tax-
payer money that we are the stewards
of here, and it is our obligation to do
what is responsible, to promote eco-
nomic growth and to lower taxes when
we can, and if we want to keep this
economy growing, we use a big chunk
of this so-called surplus to cut taxes.

And there is a lot of proposals on the
table. The elimination of the marriage
penalty tax or the capital gains tax to
spur investment, which is a tax on cap-
ital. 1 would like to see a reduction in
the personal income tax across the
board, so that way any American who
pays taxes receives a benefit, or, in
short, more of their hard-earned money
in their pocket because frankly when
we provide the freedom and the liberty
and the opportunity to the hard-work-
ing American to spend his or her hard-
earned money as they see fit on their
vacation or their child’s education or a
second home or whatever they desire,
we are doing the right thing for Amer-
ica, the right thing for the taxpayer,
and | hope in the days ahead the Con-
gress and the White House recognizes
the seeds of that prosperity are not
sown here in Washington but across
Main Street, across this great country
of ours, the United States of America.
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