United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 106 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 145

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 1999

No. 104

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Jehovah Shalom, we claim Isaiah’s
promise about Your faithfulness: ‘“You
will keep him in perfect peace whose
mind is stayed on You.”’—Isaiah 26:3.
This is good news! You stay our minds
on You. This gives us lasting peace of
mind and serenity of soul. You know
how easily we can be distracted. For
hours on end, we can forget You. Often
we press on in our work, depending on
our own strength, insight, or priorities
with little thought of You or time for
prayer. That’s why Isaiah’s promise is
so propitious. You won’t forget us nor
allow us to forget You. You will invade
our thinking and remind us that we be-
long to You, that You are Sovereign of
this land, that You are in control, and
that our chief end is to glorify You and
enjoy You forever.

Bless the Senators today. Rivet their
minds on You. Guide their thinking
and their decisions. The future of our
Nation depends on leaders who seek
first Your will and righteousness. Help
them to be attentive to You and keep
them attuned to Your voice. Thank
You in advance for a day filled with
Your perfect peace. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Sen-
ator HATCH is now designated to lead
the Senate in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Honorable ORRIN HATCH, a
Senator from the State of Utah, led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
ORDER OF PROCEDURE
Mr. DURBIN addressed the Chair.

Senate

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able Senator from Illinois is recog-
nized.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is my
understanding that I have been allo-
cated 30 minutes in morning business,
if T am not mistaken. I will be happy to
yield to my colleague from Utah.

Mr. HATCH. Will the Senator from
Illinois yield, because I understood I
was to begin. I have to do the leader-
ship announcements, and then I was
supposed to give my statement.

Mr. DURBIN. I am happy to yield to
my colleague.

Mr. HATCH. If my colleague will
yield, I would appreciate it.

I thank the Senator.

————

SCHEDULE

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until 10:30 a.m. Following
morning business, the Senate will re-
sume debate on the intelligence au-
thorization bill with Senator BINGAMAN
to be recognized to offer a second-de-
gree amendment regarding field report-
ing. Other amendments are expected to
be offered and debated throughout to-
day’s session of the Senate. Therefore,
Senators can expect votes throughout
the day and into the evening. The ma-
jority leader would like to inform all
Members that the Senate will remain
in session today until action is com-
pleted on the pending intelligence au-
thorization bill.

Upon completion of that bill, it is the
intention of the majority leader to pro-
ceed to any appropriations bill on the
calendar.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ALLARD). Under the previous order,
leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be a
period for the transaction of morning
business not to extend beyond the hour
of 10:30 a.m. with Senators permitted
to speak therein up to 5 minutes each.

Under the previous order, the Sen-
ator from Illinois, Mr. DURBIN, or his
designee, is to be recognized to speak
up to 30 minutes. Also under the pre-
vious order, the Senator from Utah,
Mr. HATCH, or his designee, is to be rec-
ognized to speak up to 30 minutes.

The Senator from Utah.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I thank
my colleague from Illinois for allowing
me to proceed with the two sets of re-
marks I would like to make.

———————

CONDOLENCES TO THE KENNEDY
AND BESSETTE FAMILIES

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise to
express my heartfelt sympathy to our
colleague, Senator TED KENNEDY, and
the whole Kennedy Family on the
death of his nephew, John F. Kennedy,
Jr.

John Kennedy, Jr. was much admired
by all Americans. The son of Camelot,
he was aware of his own celebrity but
did not flaunt it.

His entry into politics—the Kennedy
family business—would have been well
paved for him, but he chose to go his
own way. He succeeded in the ex-
tremely competitive publishing world.
When failures in this industry out-
number successes, he created and built
“George” into a popular and often in-
sightful magazine. By all accounts,
JFK, Jr. was a hands-on editor, had a
fair hand, and had an eye for what
would be interesting and fresh for
American readers.

His marriage to Carolyn Bessette
took America’s number one bachelor
off the market. But, it also gave his
life new dimension.

We here in the Senate would be re-
miss if we did not also express our
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deepest sympathy to the Bessette fam-
ily who lost two daughters in this ter-
rible accident. As a father, this is a
loss I cannot begin to imagine.

It seems that no family should have
to endure the level of tragedy that has
befallen the Kennedys. I will say to the
Senator from Massachusetts: America
mourns with you and the Senate
mourns with you, your family, and the
Bessette family as well.

Elaine and I want to express publicly
what we have said privately, which is
that you and your family and the
Bessette family are in our thoughts
and prayers. May God hold you in the
palm of his hand.

(The remarks of Mr. HATCH per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1406
are located in today’s RECORD under
““Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”)

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, once
again, I thank my dear friend from Illi-
nois for allowing me to proceed, and at
this point I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, under
the order that was previously stated, 1
yield 3 minutes in morning business to
the Senator from Maryland.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the Senator from Maryland
is recognized.

————

RECOGNITION OF ROBERT TOBIAS

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Robert Tobias for
his distinguished service at the Na-
tional Treasury Employees Union, in-
cluding four terms as its president.

Admired by his friends and adver-
saries alike, Bob Tobias has garnered
respect as an effective advocate and
constructive mediator during his ten-
ure at the NTEU.

Bob and his wife Susan reside in Be-
thesda, MD, and we are very proud to
have them as residents of our State.
However, Bob is a native of Michigan
and received a bachelor’s degree, as
well as a master’s degree, in business
administration from the University of
Michigan. Bob completed his education
at George Washington University,
where he received a law degree. He
built upon his formal education with
substantial legal experience as a labor
relations specialist for General Motors
Corporation in Detroit and with the In-
ternal Revenue Service.

When Bob first joined the NTEU in
1968, he became its second staff em-
ployee. During his 31-year tenure at
NTEU, Bob served the organization in
numerous capacities and saw the staff
grow to more than 100 members with
seven field offices across the country.
Now representing more than 150,000
Federal employees at the Internal Rev-
enue Service, Customs Service, and
other agencies, NTEU is a strong voice
for public servants on Capitol Hill and
with the other branches of Govern-
ment.

Starting at NTEU as a staff attorney,
Bob later served as general counsel and
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executive vice president, supervising a
staff of 45 attorneys and field rep-
resentatives nationwide, as well as the
litigation and negotiations staff in the
NTEU training program. His dedicated
and skillful performance in these posi-
tions led to his election as President of
NTEU in 1983 and his subsequent re-
election on three occasions.

Under Bob’s guidance, NTEU has
been an influential voice for Federal
employees and has waged many suc-
cessful battles on their behalf. From
challenging the line-item veto, to se-
curing the right to picket for Federal
employees, to obtaining the payment
of over a half billion dollars in back
pay from the Nixon administration,
Bob Tobias has achieved wide-ranging
victories for our public servants.

In addition to his talent for success-
ful litigation, Bob Tobias has worked
with the Government and its agencies
to improve the status of Federal em-
ployees and to enhance their ability to
serve the public. For example, he is
credited with wide-ranging IRS re-
forms, rendering the tax-collecting or-
ganization a more efficient and respon-
sive public agency. He is credited with
instituting the first negotiated alter-
nate work schedule for employees and
the first cooperative labor manage-
ment program for onsite child care.

Because of his extensive interaction
with the agencies that employ Federal
workers, Bob is highly regarded as an
expert on how to improve Government.
Many different organizations have
sought out his expertise on these mat-
ters and, among others, Bob is now a
member of the President’s National
Partnership Council, the Federal Advi-
sory Committee on Occupational Safe-
ty and Health, the Executive Com-
mittee of the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, and the American Arbitration As-
sociation.

Because of his dedicated leadership
on behalf of our Federal workers, his
consensus-building approach to Gov-
ernment reform, and the highly profes-
sional manner in which he carried out
his work, Bob Tobias leaves a powerful
and enduring legacy as President of the
NTEU. I am pleased that he will con-
tinue in the public realm since he is
planning a career in public policy
teaching and writing.

Again, I congratulate Bob Tobias on
his outstanding service at NTEU and
his terrific record as a public servant
on behalf of the American people, and I
wish him all the best in the years
ahead.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

Mr. DURBIN addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois is recognized.

ANOTHER TRAGEDY IN THE
KENNEDY FAMILY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want
to say a word about the tragedy which
has befallen the Kennedy family and
the Bessette family, as we learn about
the terrible circumstances involving

July 21, 1999

the plane crash last Friday. When my
wife came in in Springfield, IL, Satur-
day morning and said that she had just
heard on the radio that John Kennedy’s
plane was missing, our reaction was
the same: Could this be another trag-
edy for this family?

The Kennedy family means so much
to America, so much to the Democratic
Party, and so much to many of us per-
sonally. As a young student just start-
ing at Georgetown University in 1963, 1
arrived weeks before the assassination
of President John Kennedy. I stood on
Pennsylvania Avenue and watched the
funeral cortege leave the White House
for this Capitol Building, where Presi-
dent John Kennedy’s body was held in
reverence for visitation by the Amer-
ican people.

Then I can recall, as a college stu-
dent, sitting in this gallery and look-
ing down on this floor to watch as Sen-
ator TED KENNEDY and Senator Robert
Kennedy talked about the war in Viet-
nam, and in the gallery across the way
was Ethel Kennedy and other members
of the Kennedy family. Little did I
dream that the day would come when I
would serve with Senator TED KENNEDY
and come to know him personally.
Each of us who serves with him under-
stands what an extraordinary person he
is. He, in my mind, is the best legis-
lator on the floor of the Senate. He is
so well versed, so well prepared, and so
hard-working, that he is an inspiration
to all of us.

We are reminded from time to time,
as we were this weekend, that his obli-
gations go beyond the Senate and cer-
tainly to a large family who looks to
him for guidance and leadership in
times of trial. This week, TED KENNEDY
is bringing together the Kennedy fam-
ily in mourning over the death of John
Kennedy, his wife Carolyn Bessette
Kennedy, and her sister Lauren. Our
hearts go out to him and the entire
family and to the Bessette family as
well.

Those of us who remember that 1963
assassination graphically can recall ex-
actly where we were at the moment
that we heard President John Kennedy
was shot. As we watched all the scenes
unfold afterwards, one of the most
poignant was that of little John Ken-
nedy saluting his father as the casket
passed in front of the church. I guess
we had always hoped that because
Caroline and John Kennedy had en-
dured this tragedy so early in life that
God would find a special place for them
and they would lead normal, happy,
and secure lives. They certainly set out
to do it and did it well, both of them.
Then again, a tragedy such as this will
occur and remind us again of our vul-
nerability and fragility as human
beings.

Our hearts and prayers go out to both
families, and certainly to Senator KEN-
NEDY in his leadership role in the Ken-
nedy family. We will be remembering
them as this week passes and as we ad-
dress our concern and sympathy on the
floor of the Senate.
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