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fair, full, and productive. We have
worked too hard in the Senate for a
strong bipartisan juvenile justice bill
to simply shrug our shoulders when the
House returns a juvenile justice bill
rather than proceeding to a conference
and a narrow minority in the Senate
would rather we do nothing. I will be
vigilant in working to maintain this
bipartisanship and to press for action
on this important legislation.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that there be a pe-
riod for morning business, with Mem-
bers able to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I will an-
nounce that it is the intent of the ma-
jority leader to go to the Interior ap-
propriations bill tomorrow morning.
There are some procedures we are hav-
ing to work through. I hope that can be
accomplished overnight and we will be
able to move to the Interior appropria-
tions bill soon after morning business
as possible on Tuesday. I yield the
floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

Ms. LANDRIEU. I thank the Chair.

(The remarks of Ms. LANDRIEU and
Mr. AKAKA pertaining to the introduc-
tion of S. 1434 are located in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.””)

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I
yield back the remainder of my time.

Mr. CONRAD addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

(The remarks of Mr. CONRAD per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1436
are located in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

————

TRIBUTE TO MAJ. GEN. PAUL V.
HESTER, USAF

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment today to recog-
nize one of the finest officers in the
United States Air Force, Major General
Paul V. Hester. On July 30th, General
Hester will leave his current job as Di-
rector of the Air Force Office of Legis-
lative Liaison to take over the impor-
tant posts of Commander, TUnited
States Forces, Japan; Commander, 5th
Air Force; and Commander, United
States Air Forces, Japan. During his
time here in Washington—particularly
with regard to his work on Capitol
Hill—General Hester personified the
Air Force core values of integrity, self-
less service and excellence in all
things. Many Senators and Staff en-
joyed the opportunity to interact with
him on a variety of important issues
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and came to appreciate his many tal-
ents. Today it is my privilege to recog-
nize some of Paul’s many accomplish-
ments since he entered the military 27
years ago, and to commend the superb
service he provided the Air Force, the
Congress and our Nation.

Paul Hester entered the Air Force
through the Reserve Officer Training
Corps from my alma mater, the Univer-
sity of Mississippi. While at ‘Ole
Miss’, he completed both bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in Business Ad-
ministration. He earned his pilot wings
in December of 1971 at Columbus Air
Force Base, Mississippi and was then
assigned to Davis-Monthan Air Force
Base, Arizona, where he flew the A-7D
Corsair. A short time later, he was de-
ployed to Southeast Asia where he dis-
tinguished himself flying combat mis-
sions and earned five Air Medals for
outstanding airmanship and courage.
Over his career, General Hester dem-
onstrated his skill in other fighter air-
craft, including the F-4, F-15 and F-16,
and logged more than 2,600 hours of fly-
ing time.

General Hester’s exceptional leader-
ship skills were always evident to his
superiors and he repeatedly proved
himself in numerous select command
positions. While stationed at Langley
Air Force Base, Virginia, he served as
the commander of the 94th Fighter
Squadron, Captain Eddie Ricken-
backer’s famed ‘‘Hat in the Ring
Gang.” He was also the first Com-
mander of the 18th Operations Group,
Kadena Air Base, Japan; Commander of
the 35th Fighter Wing at Misawa Air
Base, Japan, and prior to his assign-
ment here in Washington, Commander
of the 53rd Wing, Eglin Air Force Base,
Florida. At each and every one of these
important posts, Paul Hester inspired
the airmen under his command to
achieve their best, and ensured our
forces were sharpened and ready to un-
dertake our warfighting commitments.

Paul Hester also excelled in a variety
of key staff billets. He served in the Air
Force Directorate of Plans at the Pen-
tagon, and he was a member of the
Commanders’ Action Group, Head-
quarters Tactical Air Command, Lang-
ley Air Force Base, Virginia. He experi-
enced joint duty as both the J-5 Divi-
sion Chief to the Joint Staff and as the
Joint Chiefs of Staff representative to
the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, Vienna, Austria.
As a Lieutenant Colonel, he was se-
lected as the Chief of the Air Force’s
Legislative Liaison Office to the U.S.
House of Representatives. His perform-
ance in that important position is the
reason he was brought back as a Major
General to lead the entire legislative
directorate for the Secretary of the Air
Force.

During his service to the 105th and
106th Congresses, General Hester has
been the liaison to the Air Force on a
variety of readiness issues and most re-
cently, ALLIED FORCE operations in
Kosovo. His clear, concise, and timely
information was instrumental in sup-
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porting our deliberations of National
Security matters. He was a crucial
voice for the Air Force in representing
its many programs on the Hill. General
Hester’s leadership, professional abili-
ties and expertise enabled him to foster
excellent working relationships that
benefitted both the Air Force and the
Senate. Throughout the time I have
known Paul, I have been impressed
with his skill in working with the Con-
gress to address Air Force priorities.

We were all pleased to see that Paul
was recently nominated by the Presi-
dent for his third star, which will be
pinned on by the Air Force Chief of
Staff this Friday. I offer my congratu-
lations to him, to his wife Lynda, and
three children Leslie, Doug and Shelby.
The Congress and the country applaud
the selfless commitment his family has
made to the Nation in supporting his
military career.

I know I speak for all my colleagues
in expressing my heartfelt appreciation
to General Hester. He is a credit to
both the Air Force and our great Na-
tion. We wish our friend the best of
luck and are confident of his continued
success in his new command.

———

A REFLECTION ON JOHN F.
KENNEDY JR.

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, of
the half-dozen great journalists who
wrote of the Kennedy era, as we think
of that Presidency, none was closer to
those involved, where they had come
from, who they were, who they wished
to be than Martin F. Nolan of the Bos-
ton Globe. He has done so once again,
in a moving reflection of the deaths of
John F. Kennedy, Jr., his wife and her
sister, entitled ‘‘Life Goes on, but it’ll
Never be the Same.”

I ask unanimous consent that his re-
flections be printed in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Boston Globe]
LIFE GOES ON, BUT IT'LL NEVER BE THE SAME
(By Martin F. Nolan)

When Sander Vanocur, the former NBC
correspondent, first heard the news, he re-
called what John O’Hara, the Irish-American
novelist, said on a hot July day in 1937.
“They tell me that George Gershwin is sud-
denly dead at 38. That’s what they tell me,
but I don’t have to believe it if I don’t want
to.”

The composer and songwriter died of a
brain tumor, a celebrity death which, like
many, caused shock, disbelief, and grief
among thousands, even millions, who had
never met him.

The death of John F. Kennedy Jr. is dif-
ferent because of Americans’ attitude about
history. However imperfectly, they knew
that the young man who perished with his
wife and sister-in-law while approaching
Martha’s Vineyard was ‘‘a part of history.”’

The prayers, the sadness, the flowers in
TriBeCa all flow to a clan whose rise to glory
began on the margins of American society,
an underdog dynasty. John F. Kennedy Jr.
was born 17 days after his father became the
first Roman Catholic president amid the
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