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enlisted ranks to Command Sergeant Major in
various assignments overseas, including
Japan, Ethiopia and Germany, and within the
United States. He is a combat veteran of both
the Korean and Vietnam Wars. Among numer-
ous campaign and service awards, Roger
earned the Silver Star for gallantry in action,
Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze
Star Medal with 1st Oak Leaf Cluster and Air
Medal (5th Award). Roger also earned and is
entitled to wear the Master Aircraft Crewman
Badge.

Roger is the Past President of the Enter-
prise Alabama Rotary Club and has been rec-
ognized by the Rotary International as a Paul
Harris Fellow. He is a Past Chairman of the
Commanding General’s Retiree Council, Fort
Rucker, Alabama, and has served on the
Board of Directors of the Enterprise Chamber
of Commerce and the Army Aviation Museum
Foundation. Roger also served as vice presi-
dent of the Community Bank and Trust at Fort
Rucker and Enterprise, Alabama.

In March 1998, the NCOA International
Board of Directors elected Roger to his current
office as President and Chief Executive Officer
of the Association. This position was preceded
by membership on the International Board of
Directors since 1983, including service as its
Chairman, and as NCOA’s Vice President for
Field Membership Development.

Mr. Speaker, veterans of all eras, indeed all
Americans, have benefited from the magnifi-
cent service that Roger Putnam has so unself-
ishly given to the Nation. I know that his lead-
ership will be missed within the Non Commis-
sioned Officers Association and veterans’ or-
ganizations as well. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to stand before the people’s House and
salute Roger for a job exceedingly well done.
Thanks for your service, Roger, and may your
days ahead be filled with happiness, pros-
perity and health.
f
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to take this opportunity to express my
gratitude for the exceptional services which
Captain Bryan L. Rollins, U.S. Navy, has per-
formed for the United States and for the coun-
ty of San Diego. Captain Rollins’ selfless de-
votion and patriotic performance make him a
truly admirable American and one deserved of
recognition by this body. It is for his out-
standing service to our Nation and its citizens
that I wish to congratulate and thank Captain
Rollins.

Captain Rollins has had an impressive
Naval career with each assignment more de-
manding and more impressive than the last.
He served aboard the U.S.S. Constellation as
the chief staff officer of Carrier Air Wing 14
with deployments to both the Western Pacific
and Indian Ocean through 1987. In November
of 1990 Captain Rollins assumed duties as
commanding officer of the Sun Downers and
was deployed once again to the Indian Ocean
and to the Western Pacific. He amassed over
3,000 hours and more than 800 carrier land-
ings aboard the U.S.S. Carl Vinson and the

U.S.S. Kitty Hawk. While serving as navigator,
and later as the executive officer, aboard the
U.S.C. Kitty Hawk, Captain Rollins performed
honorably in Somalia, the Persian Gulf, and
Korea. He was awarded the Legion of Merit,
four Meritorious Service Medals, the Navy
Commendation Medal, and the Navy Achieve-
ment medal.

In April of 1996, while serving as the com-
manding officer of Naval Air Station Miramar,
home of the famed Top Gun aviation aggres-
sor school, he was selected as the Chief of
Staff for Commander, Navy Region South-
west. It was there that he was instrumental in
the formulation and implementation of a re-
gionalization plan which involved over 65,000
personnel and four full-scale Naval bases. In
addition to consolidating and incorporating
commands throughout San Diego, he estab-
lished the Navy’s first regional business office
and developed business strategies which have
become standard throughout the Navy-wide
regionalization plan. His effective and efficient
tactics have saved the Navy countless millions
of dollars as it undergoes drastic changes na-
tionwide. His management skills, foresight,
and exceptional communication skills allowed
him to gain widespread support for Navy oper-
ations throughout the community.

Captain Rollins remarkable contributions to
San Diego County, the United States Navy,
and our country speak to his intellect, his pro-
fessional drive, and his relentless pursuit of
excellence. I wish him the very best success
as he starts a new chapter in his life. Con-
gratulations and, as always, ‘‘fair winds and
following seas.’’
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Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
in these troubled times of misguided values,
when good is often called evil and evil called
good, our nation cries out for examples of
genuine virtue from which our citizens may
take inspiration. That is why I am proud that
my home State of New Jersey is the head-
quarters of the Order of the Noble Compan-
ions of the Swan; an international order of
Christian chivalry dedicated to perpetuating
traditional virtues in the modern world in mem-
ory of those Soldiers of the Cross who em-
barked upon the First Crusade with Godfrey
de Bouillon to free the Holy Sepulcher.

Under the leadership of their Grand master,
William Anthony Maszer of North Brunswick,
New Jersey, who is a hereditary prince of
Alabona-Ostrogojsk and Garama, the Order of
the Noble Companions of the Swan has been
raised to the high and noble estate of knight-
hood amongst Christian chivalry. The mem-
bers of the Order have sworn solemn knightly
vows to bring chivalric virtues into the modern
world by preferring honor to worldly wealth, by
being just and faithful in words and deeds and
by serving as guarantors of the weak and
humble through their private acts of mercy and
charity.

The exemplary efforts of the Order of the
Noble Companions of the Swan have brought

them international recognition from the Rus-
sian College of Heraldry as well as the
Diccionario de Ordens de Caballeria y
Corporaciones Nobilares in the Kingdom of
Spain. Closer to home they have been hon-
ored and formally recognized by a Resolution
of the New Jersey State Senate and count our
Governor, Christine Todd Whitman, among
their well wishers. Governor Whitman has ob-
served that ‘‘the principles of chivalry are as
relevant today as ever before’’ and expressed
her hope that the Order’s ‘‘efforts to preserve
the notion of chivalry are rewarded by a re-
newed commitment to these values throughout
society.’’

Mr. Speaker, I join with Governor Whitman
in the fervent desire that the knightly works of
the Order of the Noble Companions of the
Swan shall continue to serve as an example
of virtue in a modern world desperately in
need of a moral compass. I would call upon all
of our citizens to aspire toward the traditional
virtues embodied in this noble Order.
f
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this time to recognize the extraordinary
work of Carrollton’s home town hero, former
Speaker of the House Henry T. Rainey. A me-
morial to the famous resident will hang in the
new visitors center in Alton. ‘‘Rainey put the
Alton area into the world trade and transpor-
tation market by pushing an appropriation
through the U.S. House to build Locks and
Dam 26 in Alton in 1938,’’ Greene County his-
torian Phil Alfred said. Rainey worked closely
with President Roosevelt during the depres-
sion until his sudden death in 1934.

Although Rainey served in Congress for thir-
ty years and became one of the most powerful
speakers in the history of the U.S. House, he
never forgot his roots in Carrollton. He always
came back to his farm to visit the people of
his home town. My colleague Congressman
JERRY COSTELLO and I are extremely proud of
the residents of the Alton area for taking pride
in their community and honoring a great man.
f
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to honor Sergeant James
Suk, a dedicated member of the Union City
Police Department. Sergeant Suk recently re-
tired from service after twenty-eight years of
service, and will be honored by the Union City
Police Department at a dinner on August 20,
1999.

Officer Suk began his law enforcement ca-
reer in Union City as a Patrol Officer in 1968,
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