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since entering the Program. In his words,
“without the Shelter Plus Care Program, |
would have been unable to survive.”

Glenda is a single mother in recovery who
until recently was homeless in Berkeley with
her young son. She has been diagnosed with
clinical depression, ADD and bulimia. Since
entering the Shelter Plus Care Program, she
participates in regular case management
counseling as well as receiving needed med-
ical follow-up for her health conditions. In her
words, “I know that without Shelter Plus Care
I would still be on drugs, homeless or dead
and my son not with his mother like God in-
tended him to be. Without the services that
Shelter Plus Care requires, | would never be
where | am today. In September | start school.
| need Shelter Plus Care to continue to
progress in my life and future.”

The positive impact that Shelter Plus Care
housing has had on people could be repeated
in any other city in the U.S., because it is such
a vital and successful program. Mr. Speaker,
I hope we can work together in conference to
make the expiring Shelter Plus Care projects
eligible for renewals from the Section 8 pro-
gram rather than the current year McKinney
appropriation. | also ask that Section 8 be pro-
vided with adequate funding to incorporate this
request.

AMERICAN ZIONIST FUND
BANQUET

HON. WILLIAM J. COYNE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 13, 1999

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, Octo-
ber 10, the Pittsburgh District of the Zionist
Organization of America will hold its 54th An-
nual American Zionist Fund Banquet. The
banquet, which is dedicated to the memory of
Doctor Norman Cohen, a longstanding sup-
porter of Israel and the Pittsburgh Jewish
community, will honor community business-
man Jeffrey Markel and Pittsburgh City Coun-
cil President Bob O’Connor.

Mr. Markel will be honored with the Israel
Service Award for his many efforts in support
of Zionism. Mr. Markel is currently the chair-
man of the United Jewish Federation’s Part-
nership 2000 Initiative, which links Jewish
communities in the United States with commu-
nities in Israel. The Partnership 2000 Initiative
works to foster person-to-person contacts and
economic development between American and
Israeli Jews. Mr. Markel has served the UJF in
many other capacities as well. In addition, Mr.
Markel serves or has served on the Board of
Directors of the Jewish Family and Children’s
Service, the Board of Directors of the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, the Board of Directors of
the American Jewish Information Network, and
as a member of the Technical Advisory Board
of the Jerusalem One Network, the first com-
puter network to link the major universities in
Israel with the Knesset.

Pittsburgh City Council President Bob
O’Connor will receive the Natalie E. Novick
Community Leadership Award for his many
contributions to the Pittsburgh Jewish commu-
nity and to community life in Pittsburgh. Coun-
cil President O’Connor is in his second term
on Pittsburgh City Council. His service on City
Council has been marked by action on trans-
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portation issues, public safety, and programs
that benefit children. Mr. O’Connor also serves
on the Board of Directors of a number of civic
and charitable organizations, including St.
Francis Central Hospital, the Carnegie Insti-
tute, the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, the South-
west Regional Planning Commission, and the
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Alliance. Mr.
O’Connor was a founding member of the Pitts-
burg Center for Grieving Children. In addition,
he was actively involved in the United Jewish
Federation’s Renaissance Project, which built
or renovated a number of Jewish community
facilities. And Mr. O’Connor provided substan-
tial assistance to Pittsburgh’s Beth Shalom
Congregation after a 1997 synagogue fire.

On behalf of my constituents and myself, |
want to thank Mr. Markel and City Council
President O’Connor for their many contribu-
tions to the City of Pittsburgh and Pittsburgh’s
Jewish community, and | want to congratulate
them on their selection as honorees at the
54th Annual American Zionist Fund Banquet.
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OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 13, 1999

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Isolina Ferré, an outstanding in-
dividual who has devoted her life to serving
the poor. Sister Isolina, a Missionary Servant
of the Most Blessed Trinity, received the na-
tion’s highest civilian honor during a White
House ceremony on Wednesday, August 11,
1999. She was awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

Sister Isolina, known as the "“Angel of
Ponce Beach,” was born on September 5,
1914 to one of the most affluent families in
Puerto Rico. Raised in a wealthy family, she
decided early in life that she wanted to dedi-
cate her life to the less fortunate. She joined
the Missionary Servants of the Most Blessed
Trinity at age 21 in Philadelphia. After she
completed her training, she was assigned to
the Appalachian coal mining region of West
Virginia and then worked among Portuguese
immigrants on Cape Cod, Massachusetts.

In 1957 Sister Isolina went to work at the
Doctor White Community Center in Brooklyn,
where she offered to be a mediator between
African-American and Puerto Rican gangs. For
her efforts she received the key to the city of
New York from Mayor John Lindsay and the
John D. Rockefeller Award for Public Service
and Community Revitalization.

Mr. Speaker, Sister Isolina Ferré founded
community service centers, clinics and pro-
grams to empower the poor in Puerto Rico,
New York and Appalachia. She does this
through the Centros Sor Isolina Ferré, a group
of five community-service centers she has run
for 30 years. One U.S. author who wrote
about turning around poor, crime-ridden com-
munities called her “Mother Teresa of Puerto
Rico.”

The Centros Sor Isolina Ferré has 350 em-
ployees, five offices throughout Puerto Rico, a
postgraduate business and technical school
and 40 programs aimed at stemming juvenile
delinquency and strengthening families. With
government and private funding, it serves
more than 10,000 people a year.
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The operation is built on Ferré’s main prin-
ciple: Poor communities have many resources
they can use to improve their condition, and
they can be taught to seek their own solutions
and take control of their lives. Staff members
teach leadership and strategic planning to
people in public-housing projects, in Ponce—
skills used to start businesses and organize
community improvements. Through counseling
and other services for youth and families,
Ferre’s group has dramatically reduced the
school dropout rate within a public housing
project in the San Juan area.

Mr. Speaker, Sister lIsolina is the fourth
Puerto Rican to receive the award. The others
are former Puerto Rico Gov. Luis Muhoz
Marin, a founder of the Popular Democratic
Party; Anotnia Pantojas, founder of Aspira, an
agency known for helping Hispanic youth; and
Sister Isolina’s brother, former Puerto Rico
Gov. Luis A. Ferré, founder of the pro-state-
hood New Progressive Party.

Sister Isolina attended Fordham University
in New York where she earned a bachelor of
arts and master's degree in psychology.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in commending Sister Isolina Ferré for her out-
standing achievements and in wishing her
continued success.

TRIBUTE TO CANDY COONERTY
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a beloved local entrepreneur.
Candy Coonerty, co-owner of Bookshop Santa
Cruz, died this last July of a stroke at the age
of 49.

Candy was more than just a local business-
woman; she provided the community with an
eclectic and unique selection of books as well
as an environment where local community
members could meet and interact. Bookshop
Santa Cruz serves as a hub and mainstay of
the historic downtown. Candy was also ac-
tively involved in the community serving on the
board of directors of Friends of the UC Santa
Cruz Library and advisory council of the Santa
Cruz Hillel Foundation.

Candy Coonerty will be sorely missed and
remembered for her presence in the Santa
Cruz community as a local hostess and her
compassion for literature. My thoughts are
with her family.

HONORING MAMA ANNA MKABA,
FIRST LADY OF TANZANIA

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 13, 1999

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure and profound admiration that | rise
today to welcome the First Lady of Tanzania,
Mama Anna Mkaba, to the United States.

Mrs. Mkaba has gained international rec-
ognition for her extensive humanitarian work
and efforts on behalf of charitable organiza-
tions. She has founded the Equal Opportuni-
ties for All Trust Fund (EOTF), a registered,
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