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Act of 1967 to extend the period during which
reimbursement may be provided to owners of
United States fishing vessels for costs in-
curred when such a vessel is seized and de-
tained by a foreign country, and for other
purposes.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) and the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON).

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. SAXTON asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.

Mr). SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1651
is a package of noncontroversial bills
that should pass this body without
much debate.

The first title amends the Fisher-
man'’s Protective Act to extend the pe-
riod of time during which reimburse-
ments may be provided to owners of
U.S. fishing vessel for costs incurred
when a vessel is illegally seized and de-
tained by a foreign country. The time
period is extended from October 1, 2000,
to October 1, 2003.

The second title, the Yukon River
Salmon Act of 1999, establishes the
Yukon River Salmon Panel, which will
advise the Secretary of State regarding
negotiations on any international
agreement with Canada relating to the
management of salmon stocks origi-
nating from the Yukon River.

In addition, the panel will advise the
Secretary of the Interior and the Alas-
ka Department of Fish and Game re-
garding restoration and enhancement
of Yukon River salmon.

In 1995, Congress passed the Yukon
River Salmon Act as part of the Fish-
eries Act of 1995. This Act created the
Yukon River Salmon Panel, as required
in the interim agreement between the
United States and Canada for the con-
servation of Yukon River salmon
stocks originating in Canada.

This interim agreement expired in
March of 1998. The expiration of the in-
terim agreement has made the role of
the Yukon Salmon Panel unclear. This
legislation authorizes the panel and its
activities, regardless of the agreement
with Canada. If a new agreement can-
not be reached between United States
and Canada, the Secretary of State is
authorized to appoint the advisory
panel members to any panel created by
the new agreement. The authorized ap-
propriations in this title have been
capped at the level authorized in 1995.

The third title to the bill authorizes
the Secretary of Commerce to acquire
and equip a fishery survey vessel. This
new vessel will provide fishery man-
agers with accurate and timely data
necessary to implement the fishery
management plans and to meet inter-
national treaty obligations.

Mr. Speaker, | ask for an aye vote on
the bill, and | reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to initially commend the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SAXTON), the chairman of our Sub-
committee on Fisheries Conservation,
Wildlife and Oceans, and as the ranking
member of that subcommittee, again |
want to thank the gentleman for his
leadership and for his ability to bring
these pieces of legislation under a sub-
stitute format.

I also want to thank the chairman of
our Committee on Resources, the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG), and
the gentleman from California (Mr.
MILLER), our ranking Democrat, for
their support of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, the three fisheries-re-
lated bills included in the substitute
amendment that will be offered are
noncontroversial and have the full sup-
port of the administration. Thus, | do
urge that the substitute be adopted by
my colleagues.

I am particularly pleased this bill
will authorize funding to construct a
fisheries research vessel. The fleet of
research vessels operated by the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, Mr. Speaker, is aging.
Without modern vessels, NOAA will be
unable to obtain accurate data on fish
stocks and oceanographic conditions,
and thus will compromise the Adminis-
tration’s ability to manage our Na-
tion’s fisheries as mandated by the
Magnuson-Stevens Act and several
international treaties.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will authorize
funds for one vessel. | look forward to
working with the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Resources to authorize funds
in future years to modernize NOAA’s
fishing research fleet, not only for
ships in Alaska, but throughout our
Nation’s waters, so our administration
can gather the best data possible to
fulfill its statutory obligations and
successfully manage our $3 billion an-
nual commercial fishing industry.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | would just like to
thank the gentleman from American
Samoa, the ranking member of the sub-
committee, for his great work in sup-
port in getting this bill to the floor. It
is much appreciated.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SAXTON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1651, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
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the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title was amended so as to read:

“To amend the Fishermen’s Protective Act
of 1967 to extend the period during which re-
imbursement may be provided to owners of
United States fishing vessels for costs in-
curred when such a vessel is seized and de-
tained by a foreign country, and for other
purposes.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 1651, the bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

BIKINI RESETTLEMENT AND
RELOCATION ACT OF 1999

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2368) to assist in the resettle-
ment and relocation of the people of
Bikini Atoll by amending the terms of
the trust fund established during the
United States administration of the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2368

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Bikini Re-

settlement and Relocation Act of 1999,

SEC. 2. PARTIAL DISTRIBUTION OF TRUST FUND
AMOUNTS.

Three percent of the market value as of
June 1, 1999, of the Resettlement Trust Fund
for the People of Bikini, established pursu-
ant to Public Law 97-257, shall be made
available for immediate ex gratia distribu-
tion to the people of Bikini, provided such
distribution does not reduce the corpus of
the trust fund. The amount of such distribu-
tion shall be deducted from any additional ex
gratia payments that may be made by the
Congress into the Resettlement Trust Fund.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHERwooD) and the
gentleman from Guam (Mr. UNDER-
woobD) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHERWOOD).

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. SHERWOOD asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
2368, the Bikini Resettlement and Relo-
cation Act of 1999 is an important
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