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that the card was used for purposes of track-
ing their movements, but that most did not
see any harm in this:

“If that question is put to Singaporeans,
they are unlikely to say that the cards have
been abused. However, I find certain aspects
of the NRIC (ID card) system disconcerting.
When I finish military service (part of Na-
tional service), I was placed in the army re-
serve. When I was recalled for reserve serv-
ice, I found that the army actually knew
about my occupation and salary! I inter-
preted this as an intrusion into my privacy.
It might not be obvious but the NRIC system
has made it possible to link fragmented in-
formation together.”

The consequences of losing ones card were
frequently mentioned:

““A holiday in Rio was ruined for me when
I was robbed on the beach and had to spend
the rest of the brief holiday going through
the bureaucracy to get a duplicate issued.
One way round this (of dubious legality) is to
walk around with a notarized xerox copy in-
stead of the original.”

The Brazilian experience shows that the
card is often misused by police:

“Of course violent police in metropolitan
areas of Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro love
to beat and arrest people (especially black/
poor) on the pretext that they don’t have
their ID card with them.”

In some countries, denial of a card means
denial of virtually all services:

ID cards are very important in Vietnam.
They differentiate between citizens and non-
citizens. People without an ID card are con-
sidered as being denied of citizenship and all
the rights that come with it. For example,
they cannot get legal employment, they can-
not get a business license, they cannot go to
school, they cannot join official organiza-
tions, and of course they cannot join the
communist party. They cannot travel either.
(Even though in practice, they bribe their
way around within the country, they would
face big trouble if got caught without ID
card.)

The same problem occurs in China:

I personally feel that the card has the fol-
lowing drawbacks: It carries too much pri-
vate info about a person. We have to use it in
almost every situation. Such as renting a
hotel room, getting legal service from law-
yers, contacting government agencies, buy-
ing a plane ticket and train ticket, applying
for a job, or getting permit to live with your
parents, otherwise your residence is illegal.
In a lot of cases, we are showing too much ir-
relevant information to an agency or person
who should not know that. The card is sub-
ject to police cancellation, and thus without
it, one can hardly do anything, including
traveling for personal or business purposes,
or getting legal help or obtaining a job. The
government has been using this scheme too
often as a measure against persons who run
into troubles with it socially or politically.
The identity card is showing your daily or
every short-term movement, and can be used
to regularize and monitor a person’s behav-
ior and activity.

One Korean professor reported that the na-
tional card was used primarily as a means of
tracking peoples activities and movements:

“If you lose this card, you have to report
and make another one within a certain pe-
riod. Since it shows your current address, if
you change your address then you must re-
port and make a correction of the new ad-
dress. If you go to a military service or to a
prison, then the government takes away this
identity card. You get the card back when
you get out. You are supposed to carry this
card everywhere you go, since the purpose is
to check out the activity of people. There
are fines and some jail terms if you do not
comply. If you board a ship or an airplane,
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then you must show this card to make a
record. You need to show this card when you
vote. Former presidential candidate Kim,
Dae Joong could not vote for his own presi-
dential election because his secretary forgot
to bring Kim’s card. He had to wait for a
while until somebody bring his card. Many
government employees make lot of money
selling information on this card to politi-
cians during election season. Police can ask
you to show this card and check whether
your identity number is on the wanted list or
not. There is a widespread prejudice between
the people of some local areas. This card
shows the permanent address of you. And it
allows other people to successfully guess the
hometown of your parents.”

One Portuguese man studying in the
United States reported an obsession with
identity in his country:

“I keep losing my ID. card, and people
keep asking for it. It seems like it’s needed
for just about everything I want to do, and I
should really carry it around my neck or
have it tattooed on my palm. The informa-
tion on it is needed for everything. Many
buildings, perhaps most, will have a clerk
sitting at a ‘‘reception desk” who will ask
you for your id. They will keep it and give it
back to you when you leave. Few people
seem bothered with this, but then they don’t
keep loosing they’re cards like I do. So I usu-
ally threw a little tantrum ‘Are we under
curfew? Why do I have to carry my id with
me anyway?’ Our tolerant culture invari-
ably leads the clerk to take whatever other
document I happen to be carrying—usually
my bus pass, which I loose less often. After
a while I surrender and go get myself a new
id. card. It take %2 a day or more to do this
and—guess what—you need your old id. card.
It’s more complicated if you’ve lost it. Then
finally I am legal again for a while. It’s part-
ly due to the Portuguese obsession with
identity. Everyone carries both they’re
mother’s and father’s last names.”

Others confirmed the traditional problem
of counterfeiting:

It costs only 300 rupees ($10) to get a coun-
terfeit ID card. The system hardly works. We
all know how fake IDs (one guy’s photo, an-
other one’s name) can be obtained so people
can have their friends take GREs and
TOEFLs (national tests) for them.

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, when my colleagues come
down here to vote, I want you to look
around at some of the statues and por-
traits in this building.

What would some of these great men,
Washington, Jefferson, Adams—our
founding fathers—what would they
think about the government they cre-
ated setting up a system requiring
every law-abiding citizen to carry a na-
tional ID card.

Is this what the Constitution in-
tended?

Does the Tenth Amendment allow
the Federal Government to dictate
what information state governments
must put on their drivers’ licenses?

For the sake of nabbing a few illegal
aliens—which a national ID card will
not do—is it worth inconveniencing
tens of millions of law-abiding Amer-
ican citizens and costing Federal,
state, and local governments millions
of dollars?

Mr. President, I again thank the
managers for accepting this amend-
ment to protect the rights of all Amer-
icans by opposing this misguided sec-
tion in the law creating a National ID
Card.e

September 16, 1999

THE INGHAM COUNTY WOMEN’S
COMMISSION 25TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to acknowledge and congratulate
the Ingham County Women’s Commis-
sion, as they celebrate their 25th Anni-
versary.

The Ingham County Women’s Com-
mission has taken great strides to
meet the needs of women since it was
founded in 1974. The commission, origi-
nally established to serve as a study
and research center focusing on the
issues concerning women in the coun-
ty, was restructured in 1976 and took
on an advisory role to the Board of
Commissioners. They now focus on
issues that impact the women of the
county. They have continued their ef-
forts in researching better ways to
meet the needs of women through
county resources.

What is truly remarkable about this
select group is their dedication to help-
ing enrich the lives of women. They
work closely with the Equal Oppor-
tunity Commission to overcome dis-
crimination against women. The com-
mission also provides many important
and beneficial services to women. Their
greatest accomplishments include in-
volvement with the New Way In and
Rural Emergency Outreach and the
provision of acquittance rape edu-
cation for high school students. Addi-
tionally, they have experienced vast
success in helping raise awareness of
women’s issues by developing a sexual
harassment policy for county employ-
ees, sponsoring the Ingham County
Sexual Assault Task Force and the
Michigan Council of Domestic Vio-
lence.

This important group of women are
to be commended for their accomplish-
ments over the last 25 years. Their
hard work and dedication to conveying
the importance of women’s issues will
benefit many women for years to
come.®

———

WITHDRAWAL OF COSPONSORSHIP

e Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise
today to withdraw my name as a co-
sponsor of Senate bill S. 1172, the Drug
Patent Term Restoration Review Pro-
cedures Act of 1999. After much re-
search and thought I have decided to
do this for the senior citizens of Mon-
tana.

When I signed on this bill I believed
that it was the right thing to do. Help-
ing companies that have invested mil-
lions of dollars in research and devel-
opment, only to see their property pro-
tections eroded by administrative
delays, concerned me and I felt it was
a good bill to help sponsor.

After many meetings, lots of re-
search and careful thought I have now
come to a different conclusion. I now
believe that there is already an estab-
lished patent extension process to com-
pensate brand companies for regu-
latory delays. I feel that by allowing
brand companies to seek additional
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