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Brady (TX)
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Chenoweth
Clement
Clyburn
Coble
Coburn
Collins
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Davis (VA)
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Sweeney
Walsh
Wu

b 1901

Mr. WAMP and Mr. GORDON
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to
‘‘nay.’’

Mr. STARK changed his vote from
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So the conference report was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Pursuant to the provisions of
clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces that he will postpone further
proceedings today on any motion to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered
or on which the vote is objected to
under clause 6 of rule XX.

Such rollcall vote, if postponed, will
be taken tomorrow.
f

EXTENDING CERTAIN EXPIRING
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINIS-
TRATION AUTHORIZATIONS

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill (S.1637) to extend through the end
of the current fiscal year certain expir-
ing Federal Aviation Administration
authorizations.

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 1637

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF AIRPORT IMPROVE-

MENT PROGRAM, ETC.
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

Section 48103 of title 49, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘‘$2,050,000,000 for the
period beginning October 1, 1998 and ending
August 6, 1999.’’ and inserting ‘‘$2,410,000,000
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1999.’’.

(b) OBLIGATIONAL AUTHORITY.—Section
47104(c) of such title is amended by striking
‘‘August 6, 1999,’’ and inserting ‘‘September
30, 1999,’’.

(c) LIQUIDATION OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZA-
TION.—The provision of the Department of
Transportation and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 1999, with the caption
‘‘GRANTS-IN-AID FOR AIRPORTS (LIQUIDATION
OF CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION) (AIRPORT AND
AIRWAY TRUST FUND)’’ is amended by striking
‘‘Code: Provided further, That no more than
$1,660,000,000 of funds limited under this

heading may be obligated prior to the enact-
ment of a bill extending contract authoriza-
tion for the Grants-in-Aid for Airports pro-
gram to the third and fourth quarters of fis-
cal year 1999.’’ and inserting ‘‘Code.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN).

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is an extremely
important bill to our Nation’s airports.
The FAA’s authority to make con-
struction grants to airports under the
Airport Improvement Program expired
on August 6 of this year. At that time
there was still $290 million available
for such grants, but this money could
not be spent without a further author-
ization.

Since the expiration of the program,
there have been no AIP discretionary
grants given out to our Nation’s air-
ports. This bill would release the re-
maining $290 million of AIP funds to
those airports whose grant applications
the FAA has approved. All of this
money comes out of the Aviation Trust
Fund, which is entirely supported by
passenger ticket taxes and general
aviation fuel taxes.

The money was assumed in last
year’s omnibus appropriations bill, so
spending it now will not add a dime to
the Federal deficit. More than 150 air-
ports in every state in the Nation will
benefit from these grants. It is essen-
tial that we move quickly on this bill.

The fiscal year ends on Thursday,
and this bill must be signed into law
before then in order for these necessary
funds to be released. The Senate passed
this bill on Friday, so favorable action
by the House now would clear the
measure for the President. I would ex-
pect the President to sign this bill. The
FAA could then begin issuing the
grants immediately. Given the late
date, it should do this without the
usual 3 day prior notification.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
fully support this bill so that airport
grant money will not be wasted.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of pas-
sage of S. 1637. This bill provides for ex-
tension of the Airport Improvement
Program through the end of fiscal year
1999 and allows the Federal Aviation
Administration to release the remain-
ing AIP funds for this fiscal year to
fund critical airport development
projects. Each state will get additional
aviation resources by the action the
House will take today.

The best solution for the Nation’s
airports and air traffic control system
is a long-term reauthorization bill that
will unlock the trust funds, as we have
done in legislation that has already
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