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Civil Aviation Organization on stage 4 air-
craft noise levels; and

(3) the feasibility of proceeding with the
development and implementation of a time-
table for air carrier compliance with stage 4
aircraft noise requirements.

TITLE —AIRLINE COMMISSION

SEC._ 01. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the “Improved
Consumer Access to Travel Information
Act”.

SEC. ___02. NATIONAL COMMISSION TO ENSURE
CONSUMER  INFORMATION  AND
CHOICE IN THE AIRLINE INDUSTRY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
commission to be known as the ‘“‘National
Commission to Ensure Consumer Informa-
tion and Choice in the Airline Industry” (in
this section referred to as the ‘“‘Commis-
sion”).

(b) DUTIES.—

(1) STubY.—The Commission shall under-
take a study of—

(A) consumer access to information about
the products and services of the airline in-
dustry;

(B) the effect on the marketplace of the
emergence of new means of distributing such
products and services;

(C) the effect on consumers of the declin-
ing financial condition of travel agents in
the United States; and

(D) the impediments imposed by the air-
line industry on distributors of the indus-
try’s products and services, including travel
agents and Internet-based distributors.

(2) PoLIcY RECOMMENDATIONS.—Based on
the results of the study described in para-
graph (1), the Commission shall recommend
to the President and Congress policies nec-
essary to—

(A) ensure full consumer access to com-
plete information concerning airline fares,
routes, and other services;

(B) ensure that the means of distributing
the products and services of the airline in-
dustry, and of disseminating information
about such products and services, is ade-
quate to ensure that competitive informa-
tion is available in the marketplace;

(C) ensure that distributors of the products
and services of the airline industry have ade-
quate relief from illegal, anticompetitive
practices that occur in the marketplace; and

(D) foster healthy competition in the air-
line industry and the entry of new entrants.

(c) SPECIFIC MATTERS TO BE ADDRESSED.—
In carrying out the study authorized under
subsection (b)(1), the Commission shall spe-
cifically address the following:

(1) CONSUMER ACCESS TO INFORMATION.—
With respect to consumer access to informa-
tion regarding the services and products of-
fered by the airline industry, the following:

(A) The state of such access.

(B) The effect in the 5-year period fol-
lowing the date of the study of the making of
alliances in the airline industry.

(C) Whether and to what degree the trends
regarding such access will produce benefits
to consumers.

(2) MEANS OF DISTRIBUTION.—With respect
to the means of distributing the products
and services of the airline industry, the fol-
lowing:

(A) The state of such means of distribu-
tion.

(B) The roles played by travel agencies and
Internet-based providers of travel informa-
tion and services in distributing such prod-
ucts and services.

(C) Whether the policies of the United
States promote the access of consumers to
multiple means of distribution.

(3) AIRLINE RESERVATION SYSTEMS.—With
respect to airline reservation systems, the
following:
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(A) The rules, regulations, policies, and
practices of the industry governing such sys-
tems.

(B) How trends in such systems will affect
consumers, including—

(i) the effect on consumer access to flight
reservation information; and

(ii) the effect on consumers of the use by
the airline industry of penalties and pro-
motions to convince distributors to use such
systems, and the degree of consumer aware-
ness of such penalties and promotions.

(d) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Commission shall
be composed of 15 voting members and 11
nonvoting members as follows:

(A) 5 voting members and 1 nonvoting
member appointed by the President.

(B) 3 voting members and 3 nonvoting
members appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

(C) 2 voting members and 2 nonvoting
members appointed by the minority leader of
the House of Representatives.

(D) 3 voting members and 3 nonvoting
members appointed by the majority leader of
the Senate.

(E) 2 voting members and 2 nonvoting
members appointed by the minority leader of
the Senate

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—Voting members ap-
pointed under paragraph (1) shall be ap-
pointed from among individuals who are ex-
perts in economics, service product distribu-
tion, or transportation, or any related dis-
cipline, and who can represent consumers,
passengers, shippers, travel agents, airlines,
or general aviation.

(3) TERMS.—Members shall be appointed for
the life of the Commission.

(4) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Commis-
sion shall be filled in the manner in which
the original appointment was made.

(5) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Members shall
serve without pay but shall receive travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, in accordance with subchapter | of
chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code.

(6) CHAIRPERSON.—The President, in con-
sultation with the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the majority leader of
the Senate, shall designate the Chairperson
of the Commission (referred to in this title
as the ““Chairperson’’) from among its voting
members.

(e) CoMMISSION PANELS.—The Chairperson
shall establish such panels consisting of vot-
ing members of the Commission as the
Chairperson determines appropriate to carry
out the functions of the Commission.

(f) STAFF.—The Commission may appoint
and fix the pay of such personnel as it con-
siders appropriate.

(9) STAFF OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Upon re-
quest of the Commission, the head of any de-
partment or agency of the United States
may detail, on a reimbursable basis, any of
the personnel of that department or agency
to the Commission to assist it in carrying
out its duties under this section.

(h) OTHER STAFF AND SUPPORT.—Upon the
request of the Commission, or a panel of the
Commission, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall provide the Commission or panel
with professional and administrative staff
and other support, on a reimbursable basis,
to assist the Commission or panel in car-
rying out its responsibilities.

(i) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Com-
mission may secure directly from any de-
partment or agency of the United States in-
formation (other than information required
by any statute of the United States to be
kept confidential by such department or
agency) necessary for the Commission to
carry out its duties under this section. Upon
request of the Commission, the head of that
department or agency shall furnish such
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nonconfidential information to the Commis-
sion.

(J) REPORT.—Not later than 6 months after
the date on which initial appointments of
members to the Commission are completed,
the Commission shall transmit to the Presi-
dent and Congress a report on the activities
of the Commission, including recommenda-
tions made by the Commission under sub-
section (b)(2).

(k) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall
terminate on the 30th day following the date
of transmittal of the report under subsection
(). All records and papers of the Commission
shall thereupon be delivered by the Adminis-
trator of General Services for deposit in the
National Archives.

(I) APPLICABILITY OF THE FEDERAL ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE ACT.—The Federal Advisory
Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall not
apply to the Commission.

On page 162, before line 15, insert the fol-
lowing:

®3) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
41714(a)(3) is amended by adding at the end
thereof the following: The 132 slot cap under
this paragraph does not apply to exemptions
or slots made available under section 41718.”.

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, HISTORIC
PRESERVATION, AND RECREATION

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, | would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that the
hearing originally scheduled for Tues-
day, October 12, 1999, at 2:30 p.m., be-
fore the Subcommittee on National
Parks, Historic Preservation, and
Recreation of the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources has been
rescheduled for Wednesday, October 13,
1999, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building in
Washington, DC.

For further information please con-
tact Jim O’Toole or Cassie Sheldon of
the committee staff at (202) 224-6969.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, |
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the legislative hearing scheduled
for 9:30 a.m., on October 26, 1999, before
the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee to receive testimony on S.
882, a bill to strengthen provisions in
the Energy Policy Act of 1992 and the
Federal Nonnuclear Energy Research
and Development Act of 1974 with re-
spect to potential climate change has
been cancelled.

For further information, please call
Kristin Phillips, Staff Assistant or Col-
leen Deegan, Counsel, at (202) 224-8115.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. MCcCAIN. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet at 9:30 a.m., on Tuesday,
October 5, 1999, in closed session, to re-
ceive testimony from Department of
Energy and Intelligence Community
witnesses on the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. MCcCAIN. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, October 5, 1999, at
10:30 a.m., to hold a hearing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. MCcCAIN. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, October 5, 1999, at
2:30 p.m., to hold a closed hearing on
intelligence matters.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT
AND THE COURTS
Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Administrative Over-
sight and the Courts, requests unani-
mous consent to conduct a hearing on
Tuesday, October 5, 1999, beginning at
10 a.m., in Dirksen Room 226.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS
Mr. MCcCAIN. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on African Affairs of the
Committee on Foreign Relations be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, October 5, 1999,
at 2:45 p.m., to hold a hearing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CLEAN AIR, WETLANDS,
PRIVATE PROPERTY, AND NUCLEAR SAFETY
Mr. MCcCAIN. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Clean Air, Wetlands, Pri-
vate Property, and Nuclear Safety be
granted permission to conduct a hear-
ing Tuesday, October 5, 9:30 a.m., hear-
ing room (SD-406), on the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s Blue Rib-
bon Panel findings on MTBE.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREST AND PUBLIC LAND
MANAGEMENT
Mr. McCAIN. | ask unanimous con-
sent that the Subcommittee on Forests
and Public Land Management of the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, October 5, for purposes of
conducting a Subcommittee on Forest
and Public Lands Management hearing
which is scheduled to begin at 2:30 p.m.
The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 1608, a bill to
provide annual payments to the States
and counties from National Forest Sys-
tem lands managed by the Forest Serv-
ice, and the revested Oregon and Cali-
fornia Railroad and reconveyed Boos
Bay Wagon Road grant lands managed
predominately by the Bureau of Land
Management, for use by the counties in
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which the lands are situated for the
benefit of the public schools, roads,
emergency and other public purposes;
to encourage and provide a new mecha-
nism for cooperation between counties
and the Forest Service and the Bureau
of Land Management to make nec-
essary investments in federal lands,
and reaffirm the positive connection
between Federal Lands counties and
Federal Lands; and for other purposes.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Housing and Transpor-
tation of the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, October 5, 1999, to
conduct a hearing on S. 1452, the Manu-
factured Housing Improvement Act.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

COMMEMORATION FOR THE TOWN
OF OAKLAND, MARYLAND

® Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, | rise
to extend my sincerest congratulations
to the town of Oakland, Maryland, as it
enters its Sesquicentennial Year on Oc-
tober 10, 1999. Oakland, the county seat
of Garrett County, enjoys a long and
proud history in the State of Maryland.

Nestled in the Appalachian Moun-
tains, Oakland is blessed with a nat-
ural beauty all four seasons, from
snowy hills in winter to pastel flowers
in spring to lush foliage in summer to
gorgeous red, orange and gold trees in
autumn. Even Oakland’s early name,
“Yough Glades,” conjures up images of
river and forest, natural beauty and
abundant resources.

Oakland’s rich history tells a story of
a small farming community which
grew with the opening of the first saw-
mill, expanded with the arrival of the
railroad and continues to grow with old
and new livelihoods alike, all the while
treasuring those qualities which make
it special—beauty, peacefulness and
small town charm.

“A Brief History of Oakland, Mary-
land”’ by John Grant describes the peo-
ple, forces and events which shaped the
town of Oakland. Three Indian trails
met in a meadow on the western edge
of Oakland and formed an entrance
into the Yough Glades where Native
Americans hunted in the forest and
fished in the Youghiogheny River for
hundreds and hundreds of years. White
settlers followed in the 1790s as the fer-
tile soil in ““Glades” country attracted
more and more farmers.

Around 1830, the first combination
gristmill and sawmill provided lumber
for the homes and shops in the growing
community. On October 10, 1849, the
town which had been known by several
different names including Yough
Glades became ““Oakland.”
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The arrival of the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad in 1851 triggered a
growth spurt in Oakland. Business and
tradesmen frequented the newly built
Glades Hotel and more people moved to
the town. In 1862, Oakland incorporated
a regular town government and in 1872
Oakland was selected as the County
Seat of the newly formed Garrett
County. The B&O Railroad continued
its influence on the growth of the town
with its construction of the Oakland
Hotel in 1875. The hotel attracted many
summer visitors, several of whom later
built summer homes in Oakland.

Tragedy has struck Oakland more
than once, and each time the town
bounced back. The Wilson Creek flood-
ed in 1896 and periodically over the
next 70 years before a series of dams
built in the late 1960s controlled the
flooding. A devastating fire destroyed
the business section of Oakland in 1898.
The town used brick fire walls when re-
building the downtown area, a far-
sighted decision which paid off in 1994
when fire struck again. This time only
two buildings were destroyed.

Natural resources and beauty have
long contributed to Oakland’s economy
and continue to do so today. The lum-
ber industry, which began in the late
1800s, still provides jobs in Oakland.
Coal, another natural resource, is
found in the mountains near Oakland
and adds to the economy of the town.
And Oakland’s natural beauty, which
drew visitors to the Oakland Hotel in
1875, continues to attract people from
all over the country seeking not only
its beautiful vistas, but also its myriad
of recreational opportunities all year
round. Today, visitors to Oakland can
choose from a variety of activities in-
cluding hiking, biking, fishing, boating
and skiing.

The town of Oakland reminds us of
all that is good in our country. Oak-
land is a place where fire and rescue
services are still staffed by volunteers,
where folks greet each other with a
friendly wave and hello, where people
work together to support their schools
and community, and where patriotism
runs deep. In so many ways, Oakland is
truly a ‘*“Main Street Community,” as
the State of Maryland has so fittingly
designated it.

Once again, | extend my congratula-
tions to Oakland on their 150th anni-
versary and | invite all my colleagues
to visit this Maryland treasure.®

TRIBUTE TO ALBERT ENGELKEN

® Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, for 28
years Albert Engelken was the man be-
hind the scenes at the American Public
Transit Association (APTA), a Wash-
ington-based member organization ad-
vancing and representing the interests
of public transit systems and industry
suppliers across North America.

He was the creative force for the vast
majority of APTA’s ‘“People Pro-
grams,” including the innovative Inter-
national Bus Roadeo, where drivers and
mechanics compete in events that test
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