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pants, boots, hoods, gloves, and the
like), personal pagers, personal ac-
countability system to fulfill require-
ments of OSHA’s two in two out rule,
portable radios and personal hand
lights. The need for new firefighting
equipment is great in Vermont, be-
cause of the new OSHA regulations. I
hope that the funds provided in this
bill will be matched 50 percent with
non-federal funds.

Further, it is my understanding that
the funds will be administered by the
Vermont Rural Fire Protection Task
Force supported by the George D.
Aiken and the Northern Vermont Re-
source Conservation and Development
Council.

Mr. BOND. The Senator from
Vermont has accurately described the
intentions of the Conference Report ac-
companying the FY 2000 Departments
of Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development Appropriations
bill.

———

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
October 19, 1999, the Federal debt stood
at $5,670,293,241,725.48 (Five trillion, six
hundred seventy billion, two hundred

ninety-three million, two hundred
forty-one thousand, seven hundred
twenty-five dollars and forty-eight
cents).

One year ago, October 19, 1998, the
Federal debt stood at $5,541,765,000,000
(Five trillion, five hundred forty-one
billion, seven hundred sixty-five mil-
lion).

Five years ago, October 19, 1994, the
Federal debt stood at $4,705,195,000,000
(Four trillion, seven hundred five bil-
lion, one hundred ninety-five million).

Ten years ago, October 19, 1989, the
Federal debt stood at $2,876,712,000,000
(Two trillion, eight hundred seventy-
six billion, seven hundred twelve mil-

lion).
Fifteen years ago, October 19, 1984,
the Federal debt stood at

$1,592,001,000,000 (One trillion, five hun-
dred ninety-two billion, one million)
which reflects a debt increase of more
than $4 trillion—$4,078,292,241,725.48
(Four trillion, seventy-eight billion,
two hundred ninety-two million, two
hundred forty-one thousand, seven
hundred twenty-five dollars and forty-
eight cents) during the past 15 years.

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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COTICS TRAFFICKERS IN COLOM-
BIA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT—PM 67

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers
Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I trans-
mit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with re-
spect to significant mnarcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia that was
declared in Executive Order 12978 of Oc-
tober 21, 1995.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

The White House, October 20, 1999.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 1:20 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate.

H.R. 1497. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act with respect to the women’s busi-
ness center program.

H.R. 1887. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to punish the depiction of ani-
mal cruelty.

H.R. 3046. An act to preserve limited Fed-
eral agency reporting requirements on bank-
ing and housing matters to facilitate con-
gressional oversight and public account-
ability, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 1405(b) of the Child
Online Protection Act (47 U.S.C. 231),
the Speaker appoints the following
members on the part of the House to
the Commission on Online Child Pro-
tection:

Mr. John Bastian of Illinois, engaged in
the business of providing Internet filtering
or blocking services or software.

Mr. William L. Schrader of Virginia, en-
gaged in the business of proving Internet ac-
cess services.

Mr. Stephen Balkam of Washington, D.C.,
engaged in the business of providing labeling
or rating services.

Mr. J. Robert Flores of Virginia, and aca-
demic export in the field of technology.

Mr. William Parker of Virginia, engaged in
the business of making content available
over the Internet.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 1405(b) of the Child
Online Protection Act (47 U.S.C. 231),
and upon the recommendation of the
Majority Leader, the Speaker appoints
the following members on the part of
the House of the Commission on Online
Child Protection:

Mr. James Schmidt of California, engaged
in the business of making content available
over the Internet.

Mr. George Vrandenburg of Virginia, en-
gaged in the business of providing domain
name registration services.
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Mr. Larry Shapiro of California, engaged in
the business of providing Internet portal or
search services.

At 2:43 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has agreed
to the report of the committee of con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses on the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 2670) making
appropriations for the Departments of
Commerce, Justice, and State, the Ju-
diciary, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2000,
and for other purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 8:18 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 2841. An act to amend the Revised Or-
ganic Act of the Virgin Islands to provide for
greater fiscal autonomny consistent with
other United States jursdiction, and for
other purposes.

———————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1497. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act with respect to the women’s busi-
ness center program; to the Committee on
Small Business.

H.R. 3046. An act to preserve limited Fed-
eral agency reporting requirements on bank-
ing and housing matters to facilitate con-
gressional oversight and public account-
ability, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

———————

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read twice and
place on the calendar:

H.R. 2140. An act to improve protection and
management of the Chattahoochee River Na-
tional Recreation Area in the State of Geor-
gia.

——————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-367. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of California rel-
ative to trucks entering California from for-
eign nations; to the Committee on Finance.

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION NoO. 16

Whereas, A recent study by the United
States Government Accounting Office (GAO)
found that Mexican commercial trucks en-
tering the United States often fail to meet
basic safety standards; and

Whereas, The GAO reported that Mexican
trucks entering the United States may have
serious safety violations impacting highway
safety, including broken suspension systems,
substandard tires, inoperable brakes, over-
weight loads, and improperly maintained
hazardous material loads; and

Whereas, The report of the federal Office of
the Inspector General titled, ‘‘Motor Carrier
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