November 8, 1999

am particularly anxious to have them.
Send them to our offices in Wash-
ington, DC. | will keep coming to the
floor of this body, reading from letters
from folks, including this 91-year-old
who cannot afford next month’s in-
crease in prescription drugs, folks who
cannot pay for their diabetes medicine
and are likely to get much sicker as a
result. | intend to keep coming to the
floor of this body, reading from those
letters, and doing everything I can to
try to bring the Senate together
around bipartisan legislation to meet
the needs of our elderly.

The approach behind the Snowe-
Wyden legislation does not involve
price controls. We have a lot of Sen-
ators legitimately concerned about
that. It is not a one-size-fits-all Fed-
eral regime. It is a model based on
something we all know well. That is
the Federal Employees Health Benefits
Plan. In fact, the SPICE Program that
Senator SNOWE and | have drafted is a
senior citizens version of the Federal
Employees Health Benefits Plan. We
are convinced it can work for the Na-
tion’s older people.
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I hope we will not pass up this oppor-
tunity to address these heartfelt con-
cerns that seniors are passing on. |
hope we will not say this issue is too
complicated for the Senate to act. We
may be leaving in a few days, but there
will be an opportunity in the days
ahead to bring Senators of both polit-
ical parties together and fashion legis-
lation that is responsive to the coun-
try’s older people. I am convinced older
people cannot afford to wait another
year, wait another year for politicking
and debates to go forward. Certainly,
based on the kinds of bills, as the bill
I read from, including the 91-year-old
senior spending $400 a month, she can-
not afford to wait, at 91, for another
year of electioneering. | believe when
there is a bipartisan bill before the
Senate, she shouldn’t have to wait.

I will continue to read from these let-
ters. 1 hope folks will send copies of
their prescription drug bills. We need
to act on this matter. We saw again
this weekend how important it is to
the American people. | will be coming
back to this floor again and again and
again until we get bipartisan action on

S14337

this urgent matter for millions of the
Nation’s older people.
| yield the floor.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in adjournment until 9:30 a.m., Tues-
day, November 9, 1999.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 8:16 p.m.,
adjourned until Tuesday, November 9,
1999, at 9:30 a.m.

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate November 8, 1999:
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
CAROL JONES CARMODY, OF LOUISIANA, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2004, VICE
ROBERT TALCOTT FRANCIS II.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
DONALD W. HORTON, OF MARYLAND, TO BE UNITED
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR

THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE HERBERT M. RUTHER-
FORD IIl, TERM EXPIRED.
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