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that we could control the gun show
loophole and bring sanity to the mass
hysteria that is going on in terms of
gun violence. Finally, they have to
walk past the graveyard of good legis-
lation wherein lies the minimum wage
bill.

Mr. Speaker, we simply wanted to
give working Americans another dollar
in earnings over 2 years, a dollar over
2 years, Killed by the Republicans.
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So on their way out of town as they
walk past the graveyard, they might
remember that the ghosts may rise up
to haunt them.

REPUBLICANS STAY ON THE JOB,
WHILE DEMOCRATS RAISE FUNDS

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, let me
yield the floor to the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. Wynn) who spoke before
me and ask if he can tell me where his
Majority Leader was yesterday when
we were trying to save Social Security
and put local flexibility in education
and try to pass a pay raise for our sol-
diers.

Mr. WYNN. Mr.
gentleman yield?

Mr. KINGSTON. 1| yield to the gen-
tleman from Maryland.

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, | am sure
he was hard at work, our leader.

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, the gentleman’s
leader was actually fund raising. He
was not on the floor of the House. His
leader was fund raising. There we have
it.

Mr. Speaker, we have got a situation
where the Democrats are claiming we
are doing nothing, but their leader was
fund raising yesterday while we were
trying to save Social Security, while
we were trying to put educational
flexibility in, while we were trying to
raise the pay raise for our soldiers, and
while we were trying to find one small,
actually now it is a half-cent in the
dollar to cut the bureaucracy to pre-
serve and protect Social Security. The
Democrat leader was home fund rais-
ing.

Well, | hope he made a lot of money,
and | hope it was successful. But the
Republicans were here. We showed up
for work. We are paid $134,000 a year.
We should be here working. We should
not be out fund raising on taxpayers’
time and money. Come help and pro-
tect Social Security.

Speaker, will the

HURRICANE LENNY

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, as
we meet this morning, my district, the
U.S. Virgin Islands, is awaiting a direct
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hit in the unexpected and unpredict-
able Hurricane Lenny, now a category
4 storm with 135 mile per hour winds.

The major storm winds will first hit
St. Croix at around 12 p.m. Atlantic
Standard Time, and is expected to have
a direct impact on the Hess Oil refin-
ery, the largest in this hemisphere
which is based on St. Croix. It has
closed and is taking the necessary pre-
cautions to prevent major damages, as
is the nearby alumina plant.

While the Virgin Islands has been de-
clared one of the most prepared dis-
tricts under FEMA'’s project Impact
preparedness program, we are still ask-
ing for our colleagues’ prayers at this
time, especially the neighborhood sur-
rounding these two plants.

Mr. Speaker, too often, the fate of
the U.S. Virgin Islands are over-
shadowed during hurricane coverage,
but we have been affected to some
measure by most major storms in re-
cent years. We ask everyone to keep us
in their thoughts and prayers during
this time, and we ask in advance for
support for our recovery and for our
ongoing efforts to address the ongoing
financial crisis which makes this hurri-
cane an even more serious threat to us.

THE KIND OF RELIEF AMERICA
NEEDS

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, call me a skinflint, but I
think a million dollars is a little too
much to spend on building an out-
house. But, apparently, the National
Park Service disagrees, because that is
just how much it spent to build an out-
house at Glacier National Park in Mon-
tana.

That is $1 million of the taxpayers’
hard-earned dollars.

To get to this outhouse, should one
need such relief, one need only hike 6%
miles from the nearest road and climb
7,000 feet. It took more than 800 heli-
copter drops and hundreds of horse
trips to get the construction materials
to the site. That is a lot of hassle; but,
hey, it does have a complete septic sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, this is exactly the kind
of waste that needs to be trimmed out
of the Federal budget and is an exam-
ple of how easy it will be for agencies
to cut a penny from every dollar. That
is all it will take to stop the 30-year
raid on Social Security.

Mr. Speaker, now that is the kind of
relief America needs.

CONGRESS STILL HAS UNAD-
DRESSED ISSUES TO CONFRONT

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican leadership is packing its bags.
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It is heading for the exits without ad-
dressing the most critical needs of
American families. This summer, they
tried to spend a historic surplus on an
irresponsible tax plan that would have
benefited only the wealthy. Now they
are planning to leave town without
taking meaningful steps to make our
communities safer and our families
stronger.

The list of items killed by the Repub-
lican leadership is long. The Patients’
Bill of Rights, campaign finance re-
form, and Medicare prescription drug
benefits, extending the life of Medicare
and Social Security, sensible gun safe-
ty, minimum wage.

Time and again, the Republican lead-
ership has joined with special interests
to bury important legislation that, in
fact, would have improved the lot of
American families. One of the most
critical items to fall by the wayside
has been sensible gun safety legisla-
tion. Common sense should be applied
when it comes to the safety of our
schools, our neighborhoods, office
buildings, and places of worship.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress should
not adjourn without closing the loop-
holes that lets guns fall into the wrong
hands. It is time for responsible action.

ACROSS-THE-BOARD CUT IS A
REASONABLE APPROACH TO
FEDERAL BUDGET

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks and include therein
extraneous material.)

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, just as a follow-up to the previous
speaker, | wish everybody, Mr. Speak-
er, could read the editorial in the Wall
Street Journal today. It conveyed the
message that part of the reason this
economy is doing so well is Congress is
staying out of its way. And yet some
people say, let us pass more legislation.
Let us do more things, increase taxes,
make it tougher for business to succeed
and end up increasing the tax revenues
that come to this government.

We have been working at this budget
for the last 9 months. Now we are say-
ing after all of the gives and takes, the
compromising here is our best effort
level of spending prorated among dif-
ferent programs. Now we have -cal-
culated that in order to save the Social
Security surplus, we need to cut about
1 cent out of every dollar that is now
proposed to be spent across the board
for discretionary programs. Not leav-
ing it up to the President to cut Repub-
lican programs, not leaving it up to the
Republicans to cut Democrat pro-
grams.

Mr. Speaker, an across-the-board cut
is reasonable. Let us do it and get on
with this budget and let us have a new
beginning to save Social Security.
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