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Helen were held in a detention center
in Beijing and interrogated. They were
not allowed to see each other or com-
municate with the outside world. Later
they were moved to a facility where
conditions were less harsh and were fi-
nally permitted to speak with each
other. Helen was released from custody
on November 16 and allowed to return
home to Carlisle, but Yongyi remained
in detention. On December 24, Song
Yongyi was arrested and charged with
the ‘‘purchase and illegal provision of
intelligence to foreign people.”’

Mr. Song’s arrest generated an out-
pouring of support from scholars in the
United States and abroad, as well as
from politicians. As of result of the
vigorous campaign to secure Mr.
Song’s release, the Chinese government
announced their decision to free Song
Yongyi.

On behalf of the many Pennsylva-
nians who diligently kept the Song
family in their thoughts and prayers, 1
would like to extend my heartfelt con-
gratulations and warmest wishes on
the safe return of Song Yongyi.e

—————

HATS OFF TO THE ALL-STAR RE-
SEARCH TEAM AT NORTH DA-
KOTA STATE UNIVERSITY

e Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, well
over a decade ago, plant pathologists
at North Dakota State University’s
Agricultural Experiment Station ob-
served signs of a plant disease called
Fusarium Head Blight—more com-
monly known as scab—in a few of the
region’s wheat fields. Upon this dis-
covery, the researchers swung into ac-
tion, not knowing they were about to
do battle with an insidious plant dis-
ease which would eventually devastate
wheat fields across the Northern Plains
during the 1990s. Since 1993, scab has
been an ever present scourge. Liosses to
the region’s farmers from this cereal
crop disease have been estimated to be
as high as $2.6 billion during the last
decade, the most costly plant disease
outbreak ever in the United States.

Earlier this month, though, some
good news was delivered on this front
by those researchers who have battled
this disease for so long. The North Da-
kota State University Agricultural Ex-
periment Station announced the re-
lease of a new scab resistant spring
wheat variety named Alsen. The new
variety is named after the town of
Alsen, located on route 66 in North-
eastern North Dakota, an area which
was particularly hard hit by this dis-
ease.

The researchers say that while this
variety is not immune to scab, it can
fight off the disease. This is excellent
progress and welcome news. And, while
this is the first spring wheat variety to
exhibit scab resistance, it certainly
won’t be the last.

My hat is off to these researchers
from North Dakota State University!
There are many long, tedious, and
unglamorous hours involved in cross-
breeding wheat plants. The farmers of
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the region will be served well by this
research, and it is proper and fitting
that we recognize the dedicated efforts
of those who have contributed their
life’s work to combat this disease
which threatens the livelihood of our
producers.

On behalf of all who are involved
with, or impacted by, the agricultural
economy of the Northern Plains—
which includes just about everyone liv-
ing in the region—I am proud to be
able to take this opportunity to say
thank you for a job well done to the re-
searchers and support staff of the
North Dakota State University Agri-
cultural Experiment Station.e

———

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA BUSCH

e Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to an Amer-
ican who has given graciously and un-
selfishly to her country. For over 36
years, Barbara Busch served this na-
tion with great distinction in her many
different capacities at the U.S. Peace
Corps: from a staff assistant when she
first began in 1964, to Executive Officer
of the Recruitment and Communica-
tions Division, to Chief of Operations
of Volunteer Recruitment and Selec-
tion, to Acting Director of the Peace
Corps. It is truly a story of hard work
and dedication.

Barbara retired from public service
just under one month ago. Mr. Presi-
dent, I wanted to take this opportunity
to congratulate her for a remarkable
career and wish her well as she moves
on to the next stage of her life. She
leaves the Peace Corps with a better
understanding of its importance and its
role in the world than anyone that
comes to mind. She will be greatly
missed.

When I had the privilege to serve as
Peace Corps Director, Barbara was
working in the Office of Planning,
Budget, and Finance. She was a dili-
gent worker, excellent manager, and
had a wonderful rapport with Peace
Corp volunteers and returned volun-
teers alike. She was one of the few,
courageous supporters of World Wise
Schools, an innovative global edu-
cation program that provides students
in the United States with a view of life
in countries around the globe. Since its
inception in 1989, more than a million
students in all 50 states have ‘“‘put a
face on a place’” through World Wise
Schools.

Back in 1964, when Barbara began her
service, the Peace Corps was operating
in 48 countries. Today, after her 36
years, the Peace Corps has 7,000 volun-
teers in 78 countries around the globe.
It is because of dedicated public serv-
ants like Barbara that the Peace Corps
continues to build on its distinguished
record of service and continues to pro-
vide unique leadership around the
world. There is no doubt that Barbara
embodies the very spirit of the Peace
Corps: a strong work ethic, generosity
of spirit, and a commitment to serv-
ice—the finest characteristics of the
America people.
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The Peace Corps continues to be the
most successful program of its kind
precisely because of its commitment to
serving others. It is this legacy of serv-
ice and commitment to others that
Barbara leaves behind and for which
she will be remembered.®

——————

THE HONORABLE IKRAM U. KHAN,
M.D.

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor my good friend, the
Honorable Ikram U. Khan, M.D.

I have had the honor of knowing
Ikram for several years and I am fortu-
nate we have developed a good friend-
ship. Because of that friendship, I am
doubly pleased that Ikram has been ap-
pointed by President Clinton to the
Board of Regents for the Uniformed
Services University of the Health
Sciences.

This is an extremely prestigious ap-
pointment, one that Ikram richly de-
serves. During his twenty-one years of
private practice, he has served not only
his patients and the institution of med-
icine, but also his community and
state. He has been honored by his
hometown of Las Vegas and various
local organizations for his community
service and achievements. He has been
nominated to serve on Nevada’s State
Board of Medical Examiners and on the
state Legislature’s Health Care Cost
Containment committee. On the na-
tional scene, Congresswoman Barbara
Vucanovich, in 1993, asked Ikram to ad-
viser her on health care delivery issues
specific to Medicare, and President
Clinton, in 1995, recognized Ikram for
his health care reform efforts. He is a
very fine man, and his years of dedica-
tion to military medicine and to the
health industry in general ensures he
will perform a great service in this po-
sition.

Mr. President, I would like to again
congratulate my friend, Dr. Ikram
Khan, on his appointment to the Board
of Regents and wish him the best on
his new challenges managing the Uni-
formed Services University of Health
Sciences. I trust the University and
Secretary Cohen will find him a valu-
able asset and a skilled adviser.e

——————

NATIONAL HEART FAILURE
AWARENESS WEEK

e Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, on
February 10th, I phoned in a request to
become a cosponsor of S. Res. 256, a
resolution designating the week of Feb-
ruary 14 through 18, 2000, as ‘‘National
Heart Failure Awareness Week’. Un-
fortunately, my name was inadvert-
ently not included in the list of cospon-
sors at that time. Hence, I ask unani-
mous consent that the RECORD reflect
my support and cosponsorship of the
resolution.

Mr. President, I cosponsored this im-
portant resolution because it will help
to promote research related to all as-
pects of heart failure and enhance the
quality and duration of life for those
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