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help address the concerns of many re-
tirees regarding access, availability
and scheduling of appointments, claims
filing, processing and payment, and na-
tional enrollment.

This bill is an important first step
toward achieving the goal we share,
and I look forward to working closely
with my colleagues on the Senate
Armed Services Committee and in the
Senate to enact it.

———

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
February 22, 2000, the Federal debt
stood at $5,742,317,374,668.82 (Five tril-
lion, seven hundred forty-two billion,
three hundred seventeen million, three
hundred seventy-four thousand, six
hundred sixty-eight dollars and eighty-
two cents).

One year ago, February 22, 1999, the
Federal debt stood at $5,617,212,000,000
(Five trillion, six hundred seventeen
billion, two hundred twelve million).

Five years ago, February 22, 1995, the
Federal debt stood at $4,835,999,000,000
(Four trillion, eight hundred thirty-
five billion, nine hundred ninety-nine
million).

Ten years ago, February 22, 1990, the
Federal debt stood at $2,992,794,000,000
(Two trillion, nine hundred ninety-two
billion, seven hundred ninety-four mil-

lion).
Fifteen years ago, February 22, 1985,
the Federal debt stood at

$1,695,818,000,000 (One trillion, six hun-
dred ninety-five billion, eight hundred
eighteen million) which reflects a debt
increase of more than $4 trillion—
$4,046,499,374,668.82 (Four trillion, forty-
six billion, four hundred ninety-nine
million, three hundred seventy-four
thousand, six hundred sixty-eight dol-
lars and eighty-two cents) during the
past 15 years.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Thomas, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read a sec-
ond time and placed on the calendar.

S. 2081. A bill entitled ‘‘Religious Liberty
Protection Act of 2000.”

H.R. 6. An act to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reduce the marriage pen-
alty by providing for adjustments to the
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standard deduction, 15-percent rate bracket,
and earned income credit and to repeal the
reduction of the refundable tax credits.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-7605. A communication from the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United
States, transmitting the Report of the Pro-
ceedings of the Judicial Conference of the
United States; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

EC-7606. A communication from the Chief,
Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue Service,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
““March 2000 Applicable Federal Rules’ (Rev.
Rul. 2000-11), received February 22, 2000; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-7607. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States of America, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a
safeguard action relative to the import of
steel wire rod; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-7608. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Personnel Management,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the 1998 an-
nual report on Veterans’ Employment in the
Federal Government; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-7609. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of the texts and background
statements of international agreements,
other than treaties; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

EC-7610. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Defense Security Cooperation Agency
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report con-
taining an analysis and description of serv-
ices performed by full-time USG employees
during Fiscal Year 1999; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

EC-7611. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Management and Budget,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to its commercial activities inventory;
to the Committee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-7612. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
its commercial activities inventory; to the
Committee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-7613. A communication from the Comp-
troller General of the United States, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of the
list of General Accounting Office reports for
January 2000; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-7614. A communication from the Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer, Farm Cred-
it Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the Commission’s report under the Gov-
ernment in the Sunshine Act for calendar
year 1999; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-7615. A communication from the Man-
ager, Benefits Communications, Farm Credit
Bank of Wichita, Kansas transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the annual report for the plan
year 1998 and a copy of the public account-
ant’s report for 1997 and 1998; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-7616. A communication from the Bene-
fits Manager, CoBank transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the annual report of the ACB Re-
tirement Plan for 1998; to the Committee on
Finance.
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EC-7617. A communication from the Chair-
man of the U.S. Merit Systems Protection
Board, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port entitled ‘‘Competing for Federal Jobs:
Job Search Experiences of New Hires’; to
the Committee on Governmental Affairs.

EC-7618. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, the report of
a retirement; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-7619. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting, pursuant to law, the an-
nual report for fiscal year 1999 of the Na-
tional Guard Youth Challenge Program; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-7620. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense transmitting, pursuant to
law, the annual National Guard and Reserve
Component Equipment Report for fiscal year
2001; to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-7621. A communication from the Dep-
uty Chief, National Forest System, Depart-
ment of Agriculture transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of rivers added to the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System by the
Omnibus Oregon and Scenic Rivers Act of
1988; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-7622. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Surface Mining, Department of
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘“West Virginia
Regulatory Program’” (WV-077-FOR), re-
ceived February 18, 2000; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-7623. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Law, De-
partment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Classi-
fied Information Systems Security Manual’’
(DOE M 471.2-2), received February 17, 2000;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-7624. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Law, De-
partment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Con-
tractor Employee Protection Program”
(RIN1901-AA78), received February 17, 2000;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-7625. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Law, De-
partment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Control
and Accountability of Nuclear Materials”’
(DOE O 474.1 and DOE M 474.1-1), received
February 17, 2000; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

EC-7625. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Law, De-
partment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Classi-
fied Information Systems Security Manual’’
(DOE M 471.2-2), received February 17, 2000;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-7626. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report
of a rule entitled ‘‘Furilazole; Time-Limited
Pesticide Tolerance’” (FRL #6490-3), received
February 17, 2000; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-7627. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report
of a rule entitled ‘‘Zinc Phosphide; Exten-
sion/Amendment of Tolerance for Emergency
Exemptions” (FRL #6489-8), received Feb-
ruary 17, 2000; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
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EC-7628. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report
of a rule entitled ‘‘Acrylic Graft Copolymer,
Polyester Block Copolymer and Polyester
Random Copolymer; Tolerance Exemption’
(FRL #6490-7), received February 17, 2000; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-7629. A communication from the Acting
Administrator, Farm Service Agency, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Interim Rule: Amendments to Regulations
Governing the Peanut Poundage Quota and
Price Support Programs’ (RIN0560-AF61), re-
ceived February 17, 2000; to the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-7630. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Regulatory
Analysis and Development, Policy and Pro-
gram Development, Animal and Health In-
spection Service, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Ports Designated for Expor-
tation of Horses; Dayton, OH” (Docket #99-
102-1), received February 17, 2000; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-7631. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Regulatory
Analysis and Development, Policy and Pro-
gram Development, Animal and Health In-
spection Service, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘National Poultry Improve-
ment Plan and Auxiliary Provisions” (Dock-
et #98-096-2), received February 17, 2000; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-7632. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Regulatory
Analysis and Development, Policy and Pro-
gram Development, Animal and Health In-
spection Service, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Melon Fruit Fly”’ (Docket
#99-097-1), received February 17, 2000; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-7633. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, De-
partment of Agriculture transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Onions Grown in South Texas: Change in
Container Requirements’” (Docket Number
FV00-959-2 IFR), received February 17, 2000;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-7634. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, De-
partment of Agriculture transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Almonds Grown in California; Revisions to
Requirements Regarding Credit for Pro-
motion and Advertising Activities”” (Docket
Number FV99-981-4 FIR), received February
17, 2000; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-7635. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, De-
partment of Agriculture transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Olives Grown in California; Revisions to
Handling Requirements’” (Docket Number
FV99-932-3 FR), received February 17, 2000; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-7636. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, De-
partment of Agriculture transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
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‘““Marketing Order Regulating the Handling
of Spearmint Oil Produced in the Far West;
Revision of the Salalble Quantity and Allot-
ment Percentage for Class 3 (Native) Spear-
mint Oil for the 1999-2000 Marketing Year’
(Docket Number FV00-985-3 IFR), received
February 17, 2000; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-7637. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, De-
partment of Agriculture transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Marketing Order Regulating the Handling
of Spearmint Oil Produced in the Far West;
Salable Quantities and Allotment Percent-
ages for the 2000-2001 Marketing Year”
(Docket Number FV00-959-2 IFR), received
February 14, 2000; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-7638. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, De-
partment of Agriculture transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Nectarines and Peaches Grown in Cali-
fornia; Revision of Reporting Requirements’’
(Docket Number FV99-916-3 FR), received
February 14, 2000; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-7639. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, De-
partment of Agriculture transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Vidalia Onions Grown in Georgia; Increased
Assessment Rate’” (Docket Number FV00-
9556-1 IFR), received February 14, 2000; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-7640. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Fruit and Vegetable Programs, De-
partment of Agriculture transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
““‘Oranges, Grapefruit, Tangerines, and tan-
gelos Grown in Florida and Imported Grape-
fruit; Relaxation of the Minimum Size Re-
quirement for Red Seedless Grapefruit”
(Docket Number FV99-905-6 FIR), received
February 14, 2000; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-409. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Idaho relative to
Federal legislative procedures; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs.

SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL No. 102

Whereas, the federal administration under
President Clinton is continually usurping
the powers reserved for the Congress of the
United States; and

Whereas, the Clinton administration is, by
administrative decree, making law and
thereby bypassing both the advise and con-
sent of the Congress; and

Whereas, these administrative laws are
being thrust upon the citizens of Idaho and
such laws are vigorously enforced by admin-
istration bureaucrats.

Now, Therefore, be it resolved by the members
of the First Regular Session of the Fifty-fifth
Idaho Legislature, the Senate and the House of
Representatives concurring therein, That we
hereby urgently and earnestly appeal to the
Congress of the United States to reclaim its
constitutional authority and responsibility
to be the law-making body of these United
States of America.

It is further resolved, That we respectfully
request the Congress to implement proce-
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dures similar to the procedure employed by
the state of Idaho which requires all rules
proposed by executive agencies to be sub-
mitted to the Legislature of the State of
Idaho for final approval before such adminis-
trative law may become effective.

Be it further resolved, That we urge the Con-
gress to limit the scope of executive orders
by subjecting such orders to congressional
approval before they may become effective.

Be it further resolved, That the Secretary of
the Senate be, and she is hereby authorized
and directed to forward a copy of this Memo-
rial to the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives of
Congress, and to the congressional delega-
tion representing the State of Idaho in the
Congress of the United States.

POM-410. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Idaho rel-
ative to Constitutional Conventions; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 129

Whereas, the Legislature of the State of
Idaho, acting with the best of intentions,
has, at various times, and during various ses-
sions, previously made applications to the
Congress of the United States of America to
call one or more conventions to propose ei-
ther a single amendment concerning a spe-
cific subject or to call a general convention
to propose an unspecified and unlimited
number of amendments to the United States
Constitution, pursuant to the provisions of
Article V thereof; and

Whereas, former Justice of the United
States of America Warren E. Burger, former
Associate Justice of the United States Su-
preme Court Arthur J. Goldberg and other
leading constitutional scholars agree that
such a convention may propose sweeping
changes to the Constitution, any limitations
or restrictions purportedly imposed by the
states in applying for such a convention or
conventions to the contrary notwith-
standing, thereby creating an imminent peril
to the well-established rights of the citizens
and the duties of various levels of govern-
ment; and

Whereas, the Constitution of the United
States of America has been amended many
times in the history of this nation and may
be amended many more times; without the
need to resort to a constitutional conven-
tion, and has been interpreted for more than
two hundred years and has been found to be
a sound document which protects the lives
and liberties of the citizens; and

Whereas, there is no need for, rather, there
is great danger in, a new Constitution or in
opening the Constitution to sweeping
changes, the adoption of which would only
create legal chaos in this nation and only
begin the process of another two centuries of
litigation over its meaning and interpreta-
tion.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the members
of the First Regular Session of the Fifty-fifth
Idaho Legislature, the Senate and the House of
Representatives concurring therein, That the
Legislature does hereby repeal, rescind, can-
cel, nullify, and supersede to the same effect
as if they had never been passed, any and all
extant applications by the Legislature of the
State of Idaho to the Congress of the United
States of America to call a convention to
propose amendments to the Constitution of
the United States of America, pursuant to
the terms of Article V thereof, regardless of
when or by which session or sessions of the
Idaho Legislature such applications were
made and regardless of whether such applica-
tions were for a limited convention to pro-
pose one or more amendments regarding one
or more specific subjects and purposes or for
a general convention to propose an unlimited
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