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numbers require a credit card. Lastly, the
delivery time is less predictable which in-
crease the likelihood that an adult will in-
tervene and makes the purchases more
‘‘risky.’’ These mitigating factors probably
apply to a greater degree to younger individ-
uals than to older youth. While alcohol pur-
chases that are delivered directly to the con-
sumer in any manner clearly raise concerns
about unmonitored access to alcohol, our
paper does not directly address the issue of
youth direct shipment of alcohol or inter-
state retail sales.

Sincerely,
LINDA A. FLETCHER,

ALCOHOL EPIDEMIOLOGY PROGRAM,
University of Minnesota.
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SENIOR CITIZENS’ FREEDOM TO
WORK ACT OF 1999

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 1, 2000
Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-

port of H.R. 5, the Senior Citizens Freedom to
Work Act. Currently, eight-hundred thousand
seniors lose some or all of their Social Secu-
rity benefits due to the Social Security earn-
ings limit. Seniors ages 65 to 69 have one dol-
lar of their benefits off-set for every three dol-
lars they earn over the $17,000 income limit.

I strongly support eliminating the earnings
limit for every working senior receiving Social
Security. Eliminating the earnings limit is not
only the fair thing to do for working seniors, it
would improve the quality and efficiency of So-
cial Security as well. Repealing the earnings
test will make Social Security easier and less
expensive to administer. Contrary to the argu-
ments of opponents of H.R. 5, repealing the
earnings limit will not jeopardize the long-term
solvency of Social Security. Under current law,
workers who have their benefits reduced due
to the earnings limit receive an actuarial ad-
justment that increases their benefits once
they stop working.

Mr. Speaker, repealing the earnings limit on
working seniors is an area where there is a bi-
partisan consensus for action. I will continue
to work to forge the same bipartisan con-
sensus on more comprehensive action to
strengthen Social Security for all of our sen-
iors.
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IN RECOGNITION OF BEN
THORNBURG

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to Ben Thornburg, who is being
honored by the National Association of Music
Educators for his composition entitled ‘‘A Pray-
er.’’ Ben is a senior at Princeton High School
in Cincinnati, and he will be honored tonight at
the Music Educators National Conference in
Washington, D.C., where his composition will
be performed by the Princeton High School A
Cappella Choir in the Omni Shoreham Ball-
room.

The Music Educators National Conference’s
nationwide Student Composition Competition

recognizes talented young music students in
the United States. Ben is one of only 24 ele-
mentary through university-level students cho-
sen from across the country. He is an excep-
tional student composer, and he represents
his school and his community well.

By every indication, Ben has a very prom-
ising future. I know that the people of Greater
Cincinnati join me in wishing him the very best
tonight. We are very proud of Ben’s achieve-
ments and we hope this is the beginning of a
bright and successful career.
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LEHIGH VALLY HERO DONNA
MULHOLLAND

HON. PATRICK J. TOOMEY
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
pay tribute to one of my constituents, Mrs.
Donna Mulholland. Mrs. Mulholland, who is
the President and Chief Executive Officer of
Easton Hospital in my district, recently won
the Girl Scout’s World of Well-Being Award for
service to the community. As a CEO of a
major hospital in my district, Mrs. Mulholland
has shown a passionate commitment to qual-
ity health care. Through years of hard work
and diligence, she gained the experience and
knowledge needed to make an impact in her
field.

In addition to her corporate excellence, Mrs.
Mulholland’s personal actions also serve as a
model for the community. She has been active
as a mentor for the Girl Scouts, serving to mo-
tivate and inspire other young women to suc-
ceed in their chosen fields. Her contributions
in business and community service won her
this distinction. I applaud Mrs. Mulholland for
her professional achievements and her devo-
tion to the Lehigh Valley community. Donna
Mulholland is a Lehigh Valley Hero.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
MEDICAL MINORITY EDUCATORS

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor an organization that has done so
much to promote the increase of minority per-
sonnel within the health professions. Since its
establishment in 1975, the National Associa-
tion of Medical Minority Educators (NAMME)
has worked to attract minority students to
health professions and enhance the retention
and graduation rate of minority students from
professional health schools.

Comprised of nearly 300 health educators
from approximately 140 health professions in-
stitutions, and organizations, NAMME mem-
bers work in allopathic medicine, osteopathic
medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, op-
tometry, pharmacy, podiatry, public health,
chiropractic, nursing and all of the allied health
professions. Collectively, they work to promote
the recruitment and development of minority
faculty, administrators, and managerial per-
sonnel in the health professions, support the
delivery of quality health care for minority pop-

ulations, and promote the philosophy of equal
educational opportunity.

In am thrilled that NAMME has chosen the
City of Worcester, my home town, to serve as
the site of their 11th annual conference. As
the face of America changes, so too does the
face of our health care providers. It is my be-
lief that organizations such as NAMME are es-
sential for the success of the health care pro-
fession.
f

HONORING ALICIA JACKSON OF
BEAVER DAM, KENTUCKY

HON. ED WHITFIELD
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to congratulate and honor a Kentucky student
from my District who has achieved national
recognition for exemplary volunteer service in
her community. Alicia Jackson of Beaver Dam,
Kentucky is a senior at Ohio County High
School in Hartford. Alicia was named one of
my state’s top honorees in the 2000 Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards program, a na-
tionwide program under which more than
20,000 high school and middle school stu-
dents were considered for awards.

Alicia is being recognized for her efforts in
organizing a week-long series of events to
promote Community Traffic Safety Week at
her school. Activities organized by Alicia in-
cluded a crash re-enactment and presen-
tations by guest lecturers.

Alicia is an inspiring example of how we as
individual citizens can contribute to our com-
munity. People of all ages need to think about
how we can work at the local level to ensure
the health and vitality of our towns and neigh-
borhoods.

Alicia should be extremely proud to have
been singled out from such a large group of
volunteers. I heartily applaud Alicia for her ini-
tiative and positive impact on others within her
community. She offers an encouraging exam-
ple of the promise which America’s youth offer
for the future.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, on March 8,
2000, I missed 5 recorded votes because I
was a witness in a legal action to keep St. Mi-
chael Hospital in Cleveland from closing.

If I had been present, I would have voted
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 29, 30, 31, 32 and 33.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 9, 2000

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall
votes Nos. 29 through 33 on March 8, 2000,
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on each.
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