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to their death above airports because
of an intentional violation of our air
traffic control system.

I pray that we never wake up and
find financial chaos, and people with-
drawing their money from our banking
system because the money they
thought was safe and the records they
thought were accurate proved to be
neither.

I pray that we never wake up to a
country where, when we try to call our
police and fire and emergency manage-
ment personnel by dialing 911, we can-
not get through because someone has
deliberately interfered with that sys-
tem.

This is a reality. Now, thankfully, it
is a reality that our military and our
intelligence community are preparing
vigilantly to protect us against. It is
our job to give them the tools. But
there is immense preparation that still
must be done on this floor in legisla-
tion with our resources to both require
and incentivize our civilian sector to
meet the same standards of protection
as our military has met, and then to
give our military and law enforcement
the tools to apprehend those who do us
harm.

Mr. Speaker, it is my prayer that
this issue will become irrelevant be-
cause we will be so well prepared, but I
do not assume that that is the case.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HAYES). The Chair would remind all
Members to address their remarks to
the Chair and not the television audi-
ence.

f

ILLEGAL NARCOTICS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MICA) is recognized for half the
remaining time until midnight, ap-
proximately 30 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I come to
the floor of the House again at this late
hour to talk about an issue that I al-
ways try to address the House on Tues-
day nights on, and that is the question
or problem relating to illegal
narcotics.

It has been several weeks. We have
had some intervening business and
time away from the House of Rep-
resentatives, but some things have
happened, and I wanted to report on
my activities as chair of the Sub-
committee on Criminal Justice, Drug
Policy and Human Resources.
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I also wanted to highlight some of
the reports that have filtered through
the media on this subject and bring my
colleagues up to date on where we are
and where we are going.

Since I last addressed the House,
there have been some serious incidents
in our Nation. One that has sort of riv-

eted and focused the attention of the
Congress and the American people was
a situation with a 6 year old killing a
6 year old. The method was by a gun,
and all the attention has focused on
the gun. But like many of the other
stories about tragedy in our society
today, they fail to focus on the real
problem, the situation that led to that
tragedy.

In this instance, we had a 6 year old
who, unfortunately, came from a crack
house setting. The belief is that the fa-
ther was in jail, a family without any
normal nuclear bounds, and a situation
where you had, I believe, a stolen weap-
on. No one focused that the root of the
problem was, indeed, illegal narcotics,
drug trafficking, drug addiction,
crimes related to illegal narcotics.

I had an opportunity to conduct, at
the request of Members, a hearing this
past week when the Congress was in re-
cess, traveled to Sacramento, the cap-
ital of California, and also down to San
Diego to visit our joint agency task
force operations in Alameda, California
to see how our war on drugs and our
problems with illegal narcotics in that
area of the country are progressing.

The story I heard in hearings in Cali-
fornia was as horrible as the death of
this 6 year old, but magnified many,
many times in stories of deaths of
young people that I had never heard of
and I am sure the American people had
not heard of.

We had testimony by a lady by the
name of Susan Webber Brown on one of
the occasions of hearing, and I believe
this was the one in Sacramento. Susan
Webber Brown, who is involved with a
program out there to help drug-ad-
dicted families, gave us some incred-
ible and powerful testimony.

She talked about a 15 month old who
overdosed on methamphetamine in
Rancho Cordova. That is a 15 month
old. A 5 month old tested positive for
methamphetamine and succumbs to
death with 12 rib fractures, a burned
leg, and scarred feet by a methamphet-
amine addict in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. Not killed with a gun, but mur-
dered by illegal narcotics.

She testified to a 13 month old who
died of heart trauma, broken spine, and
broken neck by a methamphetamine
addict. She was also raped and sod-
omized. This was in the California high
desert.

Susan Webber Brown testified about
a 25-month-old Oregon toddler who
overdosed on methamphetamine. She
testified to us about a 2 month old who
dies on methamphetamine, who had
methamphetamine in her system in
San Jose, California.

Another death that we did not read
about or was not publicized was the 2
year old who ate methamphetamine
from a baby food jar in Twentynine
Palms, California; a 14 month old who
drinks lye and water from a parent’s
methamphetamine laboratory, hos-
pitalized permanently with severe
organ damage in Fairfield, California;
a new baby who died from mother’s

breast milk laced with methamphet-
amine in Orange County.

An 8-week-old, 11-pound boy dies
from methamphetamine poisoning
found inside a baby bottle in Orange
County. An 8 year old watches and
hears mom die in a methamphetamine
laboratory in Oroville, California. A 6
month old overdoses, semicomatose,
seizing, and hospitalized who drank
methamphetamine from a bottle. A 4
year old who tested positive for meth-
amphetamine, beaten and hair pulled
out by the mom’s boyfriend in Chico,
California.

One of the worst stories that was told
and video pictures presented at our
hearing was of a young child, a young
girl who was beaten and tortured by
her parents who were both on meth-
amphetamine. When they finished
beating and torturing this child, Susan
Webber Brown told a stunned audience
that they basically scalded their
daughter to death, high on meth-
amphetamine.

Now, we have heard about a 6 year
old killing a 6 year old with a gun, but
we have not heard these stories of ba-
bies even younger being victimized.
Hidden behind the other stories are the
facts that this 6 year old, again, came
from a home setting, if one could call
it a home, of illegal narcotics.

I was absolutely shocked by the
methamphetamine epidemic in Cali-
fornia and the Midwest. I have held
hearings in Washington, and we have
talked about it. We have heard testi-
mony here about it. But until one
hears individuals, visits the locale, and
sees firsthand the damage that has
been done by methamphetamines, one
cannot imagine the damage that has
been done.

It is amazing that the President of
the United States, it is amazing that
the leadership of this country, it is
amazing that the media of this country
can focus on a tragedy like a 6 year old
shooting a 6 year old, not focus on the
root causes of that death and the
deaths I have cited here.

In fact, we are now up to 15,973 drug-
related deaths in this country. That is
the 1998 count, and the count continues
to skyrocket. Many of these are silent
deaths, not making the front page, not
being discussed in the talk shows or
the subject of the root causes of the
death and the tragedy, not coming for-
ward or part of the discussion. But I in-
tend to make it part of the discussion.

Methamphetamine production, traf-
ficking, and use has increased in our
rural communities and midsize cities,
according to a published paper that
came out January 26 this year. The re-
port stated that lab seizures, the drug
labs that were seized by the Drug En-
forcement Administration, have in-
creased sixfold in the past 5 years, from
263 seizures in 1994 to 1,627 labs in 1998.

We heard testimony, not only in Sac-
ramento, but also down in San Diego
about methamphetamine. We had law
enforcement officials who brought
methamphetamine to Sacramento and
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