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remove barriers to energy trade and investment
and increased access for United States energy
firms around the world;

(B) the United States believes that restricting
supply in a market that is in demand of addi-
tional crude oil does serious damage to the ef-
forts that OPEC members have made to dem-
onstrate that they represent a reliable source of
crude oil supply;

(C) the United States believes that stable
crude oil prices and supplies are essential for
strong economic growth throughout the world;
and

(D) the United States seeks an immediate in-
crease in the OPEC crude oil production quotas
and not simply an agreement at the March 27,
2000, meeting to lift production quotas at a later
date;

(3) the President should be commended for
sending Secretary of Energy Richardson to per-
sonally communicate with leaders of several
members of the Organization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries on the need to increase the
supply of crude oil;

(4) to ameliorate the long-term problem of the
United States dependence on foreign oil sources,
the President should—

(A) review all administrative policies, pro-
grams, and regulations that put an undue bur-
den on domestic energy producers; and

(B) consider lifting unnecessary regulations
that interfere with the ability of United States’
domestic oil, gas, coal, hydro-electric, biomass,
and other alternative energy industries to sup-
ply a greater percentage of the energy needs of
the United States; and

(5) to ameliorate the long-term problem of
United States dependence on foreign oil sources,
the Senate should appropriate sufficient funds
for the development of domestic energy sources,
including measures to increase the use of
biofuels and other renewable resources.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the committee
amendment be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment was
agreed to.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution,
as amended, be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to this resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 263), as
amended, was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
f

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 2366

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that H.R. 2366 is at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the title of the bill for
the first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 2366) to provide small busi-

nesses certain protections from litigation ex-
cesses and to limit the product liability of
nonmanufacturer product sellers.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I now
ask for its second reading and object to
my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the rule, the bill will be read for a sec-
ond time on the next legislative day.

CIVIL ASSET FORFEITURE
REFORM ACT OF 2000

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
H.R. 1658, reported today by the Judici-
ary Committee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 1658) to provide a more just and

uniform procedure for Federal civil forfeit-
ures, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported by the Committee on
the Judiciary with an amendment to
strike out all after the enacting clause
and insert the part printed in italic, as
follows:

H.R. 1658
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform Act of 2000’’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Creation of general rules relating to civil

forfeiture proceedings.
Sec. 3. Compensation for damage to seized prop-

erty.
Sec. 4. Attorney fees, costs, and interest.
Sec. 5. Seizure warrant requirement.
Sec. 6. Use of forfeited funds to pay restitution

to crime victims.
Sec. 7. Civil forfeiture of real property.
Sec. 8. Stay of civil forfeiture case.
Sec. 9. Civil restraining orders.
Sec. 10. Cooperation among Federal prosecu-

tors.
Sec. 11. Statute of limitations for civil forfeiture

actions.
Sec. 12. Destruction or removal of property to

prevent seizure.
Sec. 13. Fungible property in bank accounts.
Sec. 14. Fugitive disentitlement.
Sec. 15. Enforcement of foreign forfeiture judg-

ment.
Sec. 16. Encouraging use of criminal forfeiture

as an alternative to civil for-
feiture.

Sec. 17. Access to records in bank secrecy juris-
dictions

Sec. 18. Application to alien smuggling offenses.
Sec. 19. Enhanced visibility of the asset for-

feiture program.
Sec. 20. Proceeds.
Sec. 21. Effective date.
SEC. 2. CREATION OF GENERAL RULES RELATING

TO CIVIL FORFEITURE PRO-
CEEDINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 46 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 982 the following:

‘‘§ 983. General rules for civil forfeiture pro-
ceedings
‘‘(a) NOTICE; CLAIM; COMPLAINT.—
‘‘(1)(A)(i) Except as provided in clauses (ii)

through (v), in any nonjudicial civil forfeiture
proceeding under a civil forfeiture statute, with
respect to which the Government is required to
send written notice to interested parties, such
notice shall be sent in a manner to achieve prop-
er notice as soon as practicable, and in no case
more than 60 days after the date of the seizure.

‘‘(ii) No notice is required if, before the 60-day
period expires, the Government files a civil judi-
cial forfeiture action against the property and
provides notice of that action as required by
law.

‘‘(iii) If, before the 60-day period expires, the
Government does not file a civil judicial for-
feiture action, but does obtain a criminal indict-
ment containing an allegation that the property
is subject to forfeiture, the government shall
either—

‘‘(I) send notice within the 60 days and con-
tinue the nonjudicial civil forfeiture proceeding
under this section; or

‘‘(II) terminate the nonjudicial civil forfeiture
proceeding, and take the steps necessary to pre-
serve its right to maintain custody of the prop-
erty as provided in the applicable criminal for-
feiture statute.

‘‘(iv) In a case in which the property is seized
by a State or local law enforcement agency and
turned over to a Federal law enforcement agen-
cy for the purpose of forfeiture under Federal
law, notice shall be sent not more than 90 days
after the date of seizure by the State or local
law enforcement agency.

‘‘(v) If the identity or interest of a party is not
determined until after the seizure or turnover
but is determined before a declaration of for-
feiture is entered, notice shall be sent to such in-
terested party not later than 60 days after the
determination by the Government of the identity
of the party or the party’s interest.

‘‘(B) A supervisory official in the head-
quarters office of the seizing agency may extend
the period for sending notice under subpara-
graph (A) for a period not to exceed 30 days
(which period may not be further extended ex-
cept by a court), if the official determines that
the conditions in subparagraph (D) are present.

‘‘(C) Upon motion by the Government, a court
may extend the period for sending notice under
subparagraph (A) for a period not to exceed 60
days, which period may be further extended by
the court for 60-day periods, as necessary, if the
court determines, based on a written certifi-
cation of a supervisory official in the head-
quarters office of the seizing agency, that the
conditions in subparagraph (D) are present.

‘‘(D) The period for sending notice under this
paragraph may be extended only if there is rea-
son to believe that notice may have an adverse
result, including—

‘‘(i) endangering the life or physical safety of
an individual;

‘‘(ii) flight from prosecution;
‘‘(iii) destruction of or tampering with evi-

dence;
‘‘(iv) intimidation of potential witnesses; or
‘‘(v) otherwise seriously jeopardizing an inves-

tigation or unduly delaying a trial.
‘‘(E) Each of the Federal seizing agencies con-

ducting nonjudicial forfeitures under this sec-
tion shall report periodically to the Committees
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives
and the Senate the number of occasions when
an extension of time is granted under subpara-
graph (B).

‘‘(F) If the Government does not send notice
of a seizure of property in accordance with sub-
paragraph (A) to the person from whom the
property was seized, and no extension of time is
granted, the Government shall return the prop-
erty to that person without prejudice to the
right of the Government to commence a for-
feiture proceeding at a later time. The Govern-
ment shall not be required to return contraband
or other property that the person from whom the
property was seized may not legally possess.

‘‘(2)(A) Any person claiming property seized
in a nonjudicial civil forfeiture proceeding
under a civil forfeiture statute may file a claim
with the appropriate official after the seizure.

‘‘(B) A claim under subparagraph (A) may be
filed not later than the deadline set forth in a
personal notice letter (which deadline may be
not earlier than 35 days after the date the letter
is mailed), except that if that letter is not re-
ceived, then a claim may be filed not later than
30 days after the date of final publication of no-
tice of seizure.

‘‘(C) A claim shall—
‘‘(i) identify the specific property being

claimed;
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