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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. BIGGERT).

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 28, 2000.

I hereby appoint the Honorable Jubpy
BIGGERT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 1658. An act to provide a more just
and uniform procedure for Federal civil for-
feitures, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 1730. An act to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to provide that cer-
tain environmental reports shall continue to
be required to be submitted.

S. 1731. An act to amend the Clean Air Act
to provide that certain environmental re-
ports shall continue to be required to be sub-
mitted.

S. 1744, An act to amend the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 to provide that certain
species conservation reports shall continue
to be required to be submitted.

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 19, 1999, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by

the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MILLER) for 5 min-
utes.

FAILING U.S. SUGAR PROGRAM

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam
Speaker, today, | would like to bring to
the attention of the House the prob-
lems with the failing U.S. sugar pro-
gram. The sugar daddy of corporate
welfare is one of the most egregious
programs that we have in the Federal
Government, and it is now in the proc-
ess of imploding.

It is a really bad, big government
program that is hard to understand in
our great government we have here
that we continue to have a program
that just does not fit in our free enter-
prise capitalistic economy that we
have. It is a program that is bad for the
consumer. It is bad for jobs in this
country. It is bad for the environment.
It is bad trade policy. It just makes
zero economic sense.

The way the program works is, the
Federal Government kind of acts like
OPEC, they want to manage supply to
keep the prices high. Now, we are re-
quired to allow some sugar to be im-
ported into the United States. The
Government has a loan program that
they say we will guarantee the price
will not drop below this amount or else
we will buy the sugar. Well, all of a
sudden for the first time in decades,
they are on the verge of getting ready
to buy a lot of sugar.

As reported in the newspaper this
morning, the AP wire service story
says ‘‘got a sweet tooth? Uncle Sam
wants you.”” The Government is think-

ing about buying 250,000 tons of surplus
sugar to pump up the domestic price,
but then what will officials do with all
the sugar? Enough to fill two-thirds of
the Empire State Building. One idea is
to donate it overseas; although, no
country has indicated they are willing
to even take it.

This is just the beginning, as the ar-
ticle goes on to say. We are talking
about $550 million worth of sugar that
our agriculture department is going to
have to buy this year, and it has no
place to even give it away. Wow, do we
have an embarrassing situation here in
Washington.

The production of sugar has gone up
by 25 percent in the past 3 years, be-
cause we have this high price. The
price of sugar in the United States is
three times what it is around the
world. You can go across the border
into Canada, and it is a third of the
price of the United States; or go to
Mexico, it is a third of the price of the
United States.

What is happening to jobs in the
United States? We take companies that
use a lot of sugar. Hey, | cannot com-
pete with the Canadian companies that
use a lot of sugar. For example, Bobs
Candies from Georgia makes candy
canes. The candy canes use a lot of
sugar, and it is a lot cheaper to
produce them in Canada or Mexico or
some other place that buys sugar for a
third of the price. So we are losing jobs
in the country because sugar is used in
so many of our different products,
whether it is cereal or baked goods.

It is a very costly thing. In fact, the
General Accounting Office says it costs
over a billion dollars a year extra per
year on the consumer, because of the
high price we pay for sugar. This is
really a regressive program, because
the poor pay a lot higher percentage of
the total income for the sugar pro-
gram.

It is bad for the environment. I am
from Florida. We are considered to
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have a real national treasure, the Ever-
glades; and one of the real contributing
problems to the Everglades environ-
mentally is the runoff from the sugar
plantations in Florida.

Now, we have this high price of
sugar. They are growing more sugar in
Florida and causing more runoff, and
now we are having to buy this sugar
from the sugar programs. We are going
to spend $8 billion restoring the Ever-
glades. We are encouraging even more
production in the sugar. This is one
program that is hard to comprehend
how you justify it in our country.

Let us talk about trade issues. When
we negotiate trade agreements, what
we really want to do is encourage our
products to be exported around the
world, whether it is orange juice from
Florida or airplanes from Boeing or
computers or computer software. We
want to open up markets so we can sell
our products. The problem our nego-
tiators have is that we will go around
and say, country, you need to open up
your markets for us, as we are talking
about China, but do not sell us any
sugar, we want to protect our sugar
plantations, our sugar barrens in Flor-
ida and elsewhere around the country,
because we have to protect them; but
we want you to let us sell anything we
want to your country.

Explain to a trade negotiator how
you explain that one away. As Mr.
MCcCAIN has talked about in campaign
finance, this is a poster child for cam-
paign finance. Mr. McCAIN actually led
the effort over in the Senate side to get
rid of this program. Mr. Gore came out
with his plan.

Sugar iIs one of the biggest contribu-
tors, not only in Washington, it is in
Tallahassee. They are claiming pov-
erty, but they are the biggest donors of
PAC contributions in the campaign. It
is on both sides of the aisle, Repub-
licans and Democrats.

Now, | used to study economics in
graduate school. And | know some eco-
nomics. There is zero way to explain
the economics of this. You have let the
marketplace happen. We are not a so-
cialistic country. Socialism does not
work where the government manages
prices, tries to manage production. It
does not work, so we have to get rid of
a program like this.

I am encouraging my colleagues as
this program starts costing us hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, billions of
dollars in the government, we cannot
afford to continue to allow this. | urge
my colleagues to join with me and the
gentleman from  California (Mr.
GEORGE MILLER) in a bipartisan effort
to get rid of the sugar program.

MISTREATMENT OF GAY, LESBIAN,
AND BISEXUAL PATRIOTIC
AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. FRANK) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.
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JOIN BIPARTISAN EFFORT TO ELIMINATE SUGAR
PROGRAM

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts.
Madam Speaker, | want to begin by ex-
pressing my agreement with the com-
ments of the gentleman from Florida.
One of the things he called attention to
is a very curious publishing phe-
nomenon. | have listened to many of
my colleagues who are great supporters
of free enterprise and who attribute the
virtues of the market of free enterprise
to all manner of people, mostly poor
and working-class people who look for
help. But apparently there is in every
free market text ever written, Milton
Friedman, Ludwig von Mises, et cetera,
a secret footnote that can only be read
by people who represent certain agri-
cultural interests, which says to them,
this free market stuff is great for poor
people and for people who try to work
in factories, but it does not apply to
agriculture, because by some strange
literary feat, the strongest supporters
of an unrestrained free market system
consistently make an exception for
some protected and politically favored
parts of agriculture.

I will be voting for the amendment
that the gentleman mentioned.

Madam Speaker, | want to talk today
about the recent report that was issued
by the Inspector General documenting
a fact that many of us already knew,
and that is that the mistreatment of
gay, lesbian, and bisexual patriotic
Americans who have tried to serve
their country has been one of the most
discouraging aspects of this adminis-
tration’s record.

Ordinarily, being able to say “‘I told
you so” makes one feel pretty good.
People pretend they do not like to say
“l told you so,” but most people do.
But in this case | say it sadly. | and
others have been telling the President
and the Secretary of Defense and oth-
ers that for years now that they were
allowing patriotic, honorable young
men and women who happen to be gay,
lesbian, or bisexual and who were moti-
vated by a desire to serve their country
to be mistreated.

I do not fault President Clinton for
the adoption of the ‘‘don’t ask, don’t
tell”” policy; | think he tried very hard
to get a better policy. But he is cul-
pable for the fact that once the policy
was implemented, he did not effec-
tively compel the military to live up
even to the slight improvement it rep-
resented. Neither he nor Secretaries of
Defense under him, particularly Sec-
retary Perry and Secretary Cohen,
have taken it seriously. I must say
that | am particularly disappointed in
Secretary Cohen from whom | expected
more.

For years, we have been telling the
Secretary the facts that he now has to
acknowledge, because a young man was
tragically murdered, a young man who
made the mistake of wanting to serve
his country in the military, who had a
flawless record, and who was tragically
murdered by anti-gay bigotry, fostered
by the policy of the administration.
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Only after that murder could we get
the Secretary to say, okay, | will look
into this, and he now has to acknowl-
edge what we have been telling him
along. But he must understand that
part of his own actions have been part
of a pattern all along.

When the Navy outrageously violated
the privacy of a young man named
Timothy McVeigh, a patriotic member
of the Navy, and a Federal judge ruled
that they had violated his rights, the
Defense Department resisted that rul-
ing, sought to appeal it, and had to be
overruled by the President, one of the
few times that the President did get in-
volved. Even now, in the aftermath of
the murder of Mr. Winchell, we have
the people at that base where absolute
harassment was proven to have hap-
pened going unpunished. We had an of-
ficer at 29 Palms issue a viciously big-
oted e-mail about gay people, and he
goes unpunished.

The fact is that the administration
cannot pretend that it did not know
this was happening, and it certainly
has to give a more effective response,
even now, with the Inspector General
documenting what the Secretary
should have known because people have
told him this for years, his response is
well, 1 am now appointing a commis-
sion and in July, at the end of July, I
will consider implementing some cor-
rective steps.

There are things he can do right
away, from his own personal involve-
ment to some very specific policies. He
has made a few steps. They have paled
in insignificance to the kind of bigotry
that is still there. Secretary Cohen has
been there for over 3 years. Does he
want to leave office with only the last
couple of months of his stewardship of
the Defense Department being a time
when he paid serious attention to this?

Let us be clear what we are talking
about. Young Americans who happen
to be gay, lesbian or bisexual who, in
accordance with the policy that is now
the law, want to serve their country,
and they are treated brutally, unfairly;
they are ridiculed, they are threatened,
they are physically assaulted, and
until now, they have not been able to
get protection from the military they
have sought to serve.

Secretary Cohen has already waited
too long. We cannot undo the terrible
mistakes that were made by the Sec-
retary that the President allowed to be
made, and the President has an excel-
lent record in confronting prejudice
based on sexual orientation. He will get
history’s good judgment for having
helped lead the fight against that prej-
udice. There is this one flaw.

Madam Speaker, it is not too late in
these remaining months of the admin-
istration to undo it, and | hope that
they will.
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MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILI-
TARY ON FOOD STAMPS IS UN-
ACCEPTABLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) is recog-
nized during morning hour debates for
5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, again, I am on the
floor to talk about our men and women
in the military on food stamps. | want
to start my comments by reading from
the ABC show 20/20,”” June 25, 1999.
This was an interview. The title was
“Frontlines Food Lines,” and | want to
read just a few comments. First, | will
start with the reporter, Tom Jarriel;
and he says, ‘“Military families re-
deemed a huge $21 million worth of
WIC coupons in Defense commissaries
last year. Even with that government
help, the Millers cannot afford the in-
surance copayment to have their son’s
cavities filled.”

| further want to quote an interview
with David Lewis. David Lewis is a re-
tired warrant officer and his quote is,
“l think the biggest problem is that
they just don’t have enough.”’

Going back to Tom Jarriel again, the
reporter for ABC’s ‘20/20,”” and he says,
““Retired warrant officer David Lewis,
a hardened combat veteran of 26 years
in the Marine Corps, teaches financial
planning to thousands of Marines a
year at Camp Pendleton.”” David Lewis
further states, ‘At first it really both-
ered me that they did not have enough
pride in themselves and | said,”
quoting David Lewis, “Well, wait a
minute. It doesn’t have anything to do
with pride. It probably took more cour-
age for that kid to get food. It probably
took a lot of courage for that kid to
say, | cannot take care of my family; I
need help.”’

Tom Jarriel further states, ‘“‘Lewis
calculated that by total hours junior
enlisted troops do not even earn min-
imum wage.”

Madam Speaker, | want to read that
again.

0O 1245

““Lewis calculated that by total work
hours, junior enlisted troops do not
even earn minimum wage.”’

Madam Speaker, that is why | am on
the floor today, and | have been once a
week ever since we got back in Feb-
ruary.

I introduced H.R. 1055, which would
help our men and women in uniform on
food stamps. | am pleased to say today
that there is strong bipartisan support.
We have approximately 90 people who
have signed this bill. I am encouraging
our leadership, as well as the Demo-
cratic leadership, to please, let us not
leave here in September or October and
not speak to those who are serving our
Nation, those who are willing to die for
this country, that are on food stamps.

To me that is unacceptable. That to
me is what | think America stands for,
is to help those in uniform who are
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willing to give their lives for this coun-
try.

What | have before me today is a Ma-
rine. This Marine is getting ready to
deploy to Bosnia. We seem to be able to
find $9 million to $10 million for Bos-
nia. We have already spent $10 billion
to $11 billion in Yugoslavia. Yet, this
cost to pass H.R. 1055 to get a $500 tax
credit for those on food stamps would
only cost this government $59 million
over 10 years, roughly $5 million a
year.

I will be the first to say this will not
get them off food stamps, but what I
will say is that it will say to those in
the military who are on food stamps
that we in the Congress are concerned
about the fact that they are on food
stamps and they are willing to die for
this country.

I look at the other bills that we pass
in the Senate and the House, and we
can find billions of dollars in tax cred-
its for Tysons Food to study chicken
manure and how this might help with
energy problems. | say, let us take care
of those first who are willing to take
care of America. They are our men and
women in uniform who are on food
stamps.

I look at this little girl, Megan is her
name. She is standing on the feet of
her daddy. Do you know what, that se-
rious look that she has, she is looking
at a camera. In his arms he has his
daughter Brittany. | am thinking
about Megan. She does not know this
at her age, but her daddy might not
come back. He might not come back.
He is willing to give his life for this
country.

This Marine represents all of our
military in both Air Force, Navy,
Army, and Coast Guard that are will-
ing to serve this Nation.

Madam Speaker, | hope that our
leadership, working together with the
Democratic leadership, will see that we
do something to help men and women
in uniform on food stamps. | want want
to close my comments by sharing with
you and the other Members here on the
floor today a simple poem but | think
a very powerful poem that was written
by a Marine, Father Dennis O’Bryan,
United States Marine Corps.

His poem goes like this:
It is the soldier, not the reporter,
Who has given us freedom of the press.
It is the soldier, not the poet,
Who has given us freedom of speech.
It is the soldier, not the campus organizer,
Who has given us the freedom to dem-
onstrate.
It is the soldier who salutes the flag,
It is the soldier who serves beneath the flag.

Madam Speaker, it is the soldier
whose coffin is draped by the flag who
allows the protester to burn the flag.

Madam Speaker, | close by saying to
the leadership in the House, please, let
us pass this legislation to help those
men and women in uniform on food
stamps.
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LIVABLE COMMUNITIES IN
VIRGINIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 19, 1999, the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
this week there is a meeting in Nor-
folk, Virginia, of the unsung heroes of
the efforts to promote Virginia’'s liv-
ability, the town planners and the cit-
izen volunteers who are on the front
lines doing one of the hardest jobs in
terms of coping with the problems of
growth and development and sprawl in
Virginia, but sadly, they have fewer
tools than almost any State in the
country.

They know what to do, but despite
those efforts, the State of Virginia has
had unbalanced growth over the course
of the last 15 years. The 1990s were a
disaster. There was a failure in 1990 to
adopt minimal State planning goals
that would have helped provide form
and direction.

In 1995, the legislature in Virginia
overwhelmingly defeated Virginia’s
Strategic Planning Act. Today we have
a State administration that is asleep
at the switch, and a legislature that is
not helping the people of Virginia.
There is no tie-in between their trans-
portation investments and land use.
There is certainly a head-in-the-sand
attitude regarding paying the bill.

Even if you are one of those people
who still feel that we can pave our way
out of traffic congestion, and that
number is a smaller and smaller num-
ber across the country, because com-
munity after community has proven
that we do not have enough concrete to
pave our way out of congestion, but
even if one believes that, in the State
of Virginia there is no plan to deal
with over $50 billion of transportation
investments that are conservatively re-
quired over the course of the next 20
years.

The Virginia Department of Trans-
portation, VDOT, which is behind the
curve as it relates to many of the
transportation agencies around the
country, was seriously damaged in the
1990s. There were ill-conceived pro-
grams of downsizing which ended up
having a number of people who were
terminated as retired, only to be hired
back at higher salaries afterwards to
try and move transportation projects
along.

But | am pleased to say that there
are some signs that things are hap-
pening in Virginia on the right side of
the equation. First and foremost is
that the citizens at the grass roots
level are pushing back. There is in-
creasing concern about unplanned
growth.

In Loudon County we saw a sweep of
eight smart growth candidates into
county office, four Democrats, two Re-
publicans, two Independents. It was a
broad bipartisan effort to try and get
back in control of their community.
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There were other electoral wins in
Fairfax, Prince William, in Stafford, in
towns and cities across Virginia.

In the city of Suffolk there is an in-
tegrated comprehensive plan and zon-
ing to direct growth towards des-
ignated areas that can handle it. The
highly respected Mason-Dixon poll in
March showed that growth is the num-
ber one issue in the Shenandoah Val-
ley. Even the conservative newspaper,
the Richmond Times Dispatch, has had
a 180-degree change recently, and re-
cently editorialized on behalf of plan-
ning smarter.

Madam Speaker, Virginia has given
much to this country, the home of
Thomas Jefferson, of George Wash-
ington. It was a leader in the demo-
cratic institutions for the entire world.

It is my hope that their Governor and
that their legislature will stop denying
the problem, will work with us in Con-
gress, will work more importantly,
with people at the grass roots level, all
working as partners for livable commu-
nities. If they are willing to do so, to
deal with those planners, with those
citizen volunteers, with simple, com-
monsense steps and structure to make
the planning process work better, Vir-
ginia communities will in fact be more
livable and all our families can be
safer, healthier, and economically se-
cure.

MANY CENSUS QUESTIONS TOO
INTRUSIVE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. SMITH) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, there are too many curiosity
questions on the Census long form.
Right now, on the average, one out of
every six citizens of the United States
that are sent the census long form are
asked questions that take almost 25
minutes to fill out, very personal ques-
tions, very intrusive questions.

What we have been investigating and
looking at is should there really be a
$100 fine if you refuse to answer all of
those personal, intimate questions. It
asks all sorts of information that the
government does not need to know,
such as the number of rooms in your
house, when it was built, where your
water and utilities come from, how
much they cost, how much you paid for
your house, the number of cars, tele-
phones, bathrooms you have, how
much insurance you carry on the con-
tents of your home.

It asks about your education, the
time you leave for work, how you get
there, your health, your job. This is
simply excessive, and | am suggesting a
couple of things.

Number one, | suggest that there
should not be a $100 fine if you fill out
the pertinent information. This was
put in our United States Constitution
so every 10 years we could have a new
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count of the number of individuals in
the United States so we could reappor-
tion congressional districts for the 435
Members of Congress.

It was not the intent that we expand
this to allow an administration, a bu-
reaucracy, a Washington group to pur-
sue all kinds of personal information
that they might want to know some-
time about you.

We are suggesting that if you fill out
the forms and that if you fill out the
number of people and their names, in
essence, the questions on the short
form, there should not be any fine, or
any fine that would exceed $5 or $10.

I think with our new technology in
this country, with the ability of gov-
ernment to know so much about us,
knowing what doctors we go to, when
we go to the doctor, for what reason we
are going to the doctor, where we buy,
what kinds of goods, where we travel,
the danger is a government that, out of
curiosity, would like to know more
than they really need to know about
our individual lives.

I am saying that we need to totally
review the Census form. | hope the in-
formation that came out yesterday,
that a Federal judge in Texas has said
that there should be no prosecution for
any individual that does not fill out
the rest of the long form and those in-
trusive questions, is correct.

In the meantime, | think it is time
that this body and the United States
Senate, along with the administration,
re-evaluate its intrusiveness. It is bad
enough that we are taking 41 cents out
of every dollar the average American
makes in local, State, and Federal
taxes. It is worse when we start getting
into their lives, their bedrooms, to try
to have the kind of information that
we think we need to know to make
that kind of policy decision.

It is time we slowed down the intru-
siveness of the Federal government. It
is time that Americans started asking
their Representatives in Congress, in
the United States Senate, | include in
that, and their potential next Presi-
dent their position on this issue.

AMERICA’S HEALTH
INDUSTRY FAILS
55 TO 64

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) is recognized during morn-
ing hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, | would just like to mention, in re-
sponse to the comments of my friend,
the gentleman from Michigan, that we
could take care of these problems of
what he calls intrusive government in
the Census by allowing sampling,
which is what many people on this side
of the aisle have suggested, Census
sampling, where we find out by taking
some 10,000 or 20,000 or 50,000 or what-
ever number of people and find this in-
formation out and extrapolate it to the
rest of the country, which every com-
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pany and every government agency and
every political candidate has done for
years in terms of polling and all of
that.

Madam Speaker, our health insur-
ance system fails many Americans, no
group more so than individuals age 55
to 64. There are 3.4 million Americans
in this age range who are uninsured,
the fastest growing segment of the un-
insured population. Some of them were
blind-sided when their employer termi-
nated retiree health coverage. Others
are self-employed or work for firms
that do not offer health insurance.

Regardless of the reason behind their
situation, the prospects of buying indi-
vidual insurance in the individual mar-
ket are grim. Only individuals enroll-
ing directly from an employer-spon-
sored health plan are guaranteed ac-
cess to private coverage. Companies
can and do deny access to self-em-
ployed individuals and those whose em-
ployer does not offer coverage.

Even if an individual is lucky enough
to be guaranteed access to a health
plan, she is not guaranteed an afford-
able rate. As a matter of fact, she can
bank on being quoted a rate so high it
takes her breath away.

The purpose of health insurance is to
pool risk, not to avoid it. The fact that
individuals nearing retirement are
priced out of the insurance market un-
derscores how far our system has
strayed from that basic tenet. Individ-
uals 55 to 64 have entered a period in
their lives when health insurance is
particularly important, yet 3 million of
them cannot secure coverage in the
private health insurance market.

If this problem sounds familiar, there
is a reason. Before Medicare, 60 percent
of Americans 65 and older were unin-
sured. The public demanded that the
Federal government step in when it be-
came clear that insurers would not
willingly cover these individuals.

Our challenge now is to help individ-
uals 55 to 64. As long as health insurers
can pick and choose those whom to en-
roll and whom to exclude, as long as
they are permitted to use medical un-
derwriting, rate increases, and skillful
marketing to cream-skim, to weed out
those they do not want to insure, as
long as insurers can avoid those most
in need of health care protection, there
will always be significant gaps in our
health insurance system.
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It is one of realities this Nation faces
in the absence of universal coverage.
Eventually, the public will get tired of
weak-kneed politicians and incre-
mental strategies and the U.S. will im-
plement that universal medical cov-
erage. Until then, it makes sense to ex-
pand programs that work and to help
those in most need of coverage.

That is where the Medicare Early Ac-
cess program comes in. This week the
gentleman from California  (Mr.
STARK), the gentlewoman from Florida
(Mrs. THURMAN) and | will introduce re-
vised legislation based on last year’s
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Early Access bill. The new version pro-
vides tax credits to help more individ-
uals 55 to 64 to buy into Medicare or to
purchase COBRA continuation cov-
erage.

The mechanisms for providing more
individuals age 55 to 64 coverage has
not changed. Our bill would enable peo-
ple 62 to 64 and displaced workers 55 to
64 to pay premiums to buy into Medi-
care. It would require employers who
drop previously promised retiree cov-
erage to allow early retirees with lim-
ited alternatives to have access to
COBRA continuation coverage until
they reach age 65 and, thereby, qualify
for Medicare.

To make these initiatives more af-
fordable, this legislation would estab-
lish tax credits equal to 25 percent of
the premium for participants in the
Medicare buy-in and individuals eligi-
ble for COBRA coverage. Our legisla-
tion provides uninsured individuals be-
tween 55 and 64 an opportunity to buy
into Medicare since the private market
surely has failed them. And it restores
some measure of fairness to individuals
who have paid for employer-sponsored
retiree coverage paycheck after pay-
check only to have it terminated when
they actually need it.

Some individuals perceive of Medi-
care expansion as a backdoor means of
establishing universal coverage. Ex-
panding Medicare is not a backdoor
means of moving towards universal
coverage. | would say we are using the
front door. Medicare works. We need
universal coverage, and if expanding
Medicare will help us put an end to the
inefficient, gap-ridden patchwork of
private and public health plans we are
living in now, then I am all for it.

The United States needs universal
health coverage. Nothing short of that
can assure security, fairness, or eco-
nomic efficiency. We need a system
that does not discriminate against the
very individuals that it is supposed to
protect. Until we get there, it makes
sense to take this step.

CINCINNATI’'S SAINT XAVIER
BRINGS HOME ANOTHER STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 19, 1999, the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) is
recognized during morning hour de-
bates for 3 minutes.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, Cin-
cinnati’s Saint Xavier High School
went to Columbus over the weekend
and returned home with the Ohio State
Division 1 basketball championship.

Our hardiest congratulations go out
to Coach Scott Martin and all the play-
ers whose hard work and dedication
made it possible. Their families, their
fans, and their community are very
proud of them.

Saint X’s victory marked the
school’s second State title this year.
Just last month, the Bomber swim
team also notched the State champion-
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ship. It has been quite a year for one of
Cincinnati’s top schools and a stalwart
in the GCL.

Madam Speaker, as a graduate of
rival LaSalle High School, I must
admit | am slightly envious. Hopefully,
next year my Lancers will be back on
top. But in the meantime, | tip my hat
to the scholar athletes from Saint X.

On a sad note, players and students
learned Sunday that assistant prin-
cipal and teacher of some 30 years,
Tom Meyer, who was known as Saint
Xavier’'s number one basketball fan,
had succumbed to cancer just a few
hours after his favorite team won the
title. Knowing he was near death, the
players had specially made warm-up
suits designed to honor their friend,
Mr. Meyer, as they made their final
run at the State championship. The
back of the shirts had the following
message, each of them: ‘““May his pain
be comforting knowing that he has
touched the lives of so many. Thank
you, Mr. Meyer, for carrying your cross
for us.” A very touching message for a
man loved by many.

To all the Bomber players and coach-
es and families and friends, our hardy
congratulations. And to the family of
Saint X’s number one fan, Tom Meyer,
our most sincere condolences.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 2 p.m.
today.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 4 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until 2 p.m.

O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order at 2 p.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

O God our help in ages past, our hope
for years to come, to You we commend
ourselves as Your servants and fit in-
struments to accomplish Your holy
will on this day You have given us.
Without You, we can do nothing. With
Your guidance and grace, we can ac-
complish great things, because You
alone are holy and good. In You, we
find wisdom and power. To You alone
belongs the glory.

Bless this assembly today. On this
new day, bless Your servant whom You
have called to minister to the Members
of this House. Fill all of us with Your
Spirit of love, forgiveness and peace.

May our prayers be broad and deep.
May our words spring forth from hearts
purified by Your spirit and our actions
manifest Your power taking root in us.
In all we say and do, may we grow in
awareness that You alone live and
reign forever and ever. Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. SMITH) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

led the

THE EDUCATION SAVINGS AND
SCHOOL EXCELLENCE ACT OF 2000

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, this week the House is considering
H.R. 7, the Education Savings and
School Excellence Act of 2000.

For years, we have watched as our
education quality has gone way below
the standards set by other nations. For
example, the U.S. 12th graders cur-
rently test among the lowest among
the industrialized nations in math and
science.

If our Nation is to continue setting
the standard for the rest of the world
in science, research, and technology,
then we must take steps now to help
ensure that each child learns to their
maximum ability.

Mr. Speaker, this education savings
account will allow a Roth-type IRA for
investment to help assure the best pos-
sible education for academic tutoring,
for books, for fees, computers, special
education services and other education
need.

I understand Vice President GORE has
now supported tax credits, tax deduc-
tions for contributions that will go
into political campaigns, but he has de-
nied support for this bill that allows
families to have some kind of tax in-
centive for savings to help assure the
best possible education.

CENSUS BUREAU OUT OF CONTROL

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
Census Bureau is literally out of con-
trol. Check this out: Reports now say
that the Census Bureau is, quote/un-
quote, willing to sacrifice a true head
count of American citizens for more
personal detailed information. Unbe-
lievable. Forms with questions about
your bank account, your cars, how
many bathrooms you have, your job.
What is next, Congress, your sex life?
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The Constitution mandates a simple
head count by a Census taker, not an
audit by some bureaucratic intrusive
nincompoop. | yield back the manipu-
lations of both American citizens and
our great Constitution by the Census
Bureau.

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
LON FOLGER, JR.

(Mr. BURR of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURR of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to
the memory of a great man, Mr. Alonzo
Folger, Jr., of Rockingham County,
North Carolina, who passed away this
morning. Lon was the son of one of my
predecessors and the nephew of an-
other.

His father, Alonzo Folger, Sr., rep-
resented the 5th District of North
Carolina from 1939 to 1941, and his
uncle, John Folger, represented the
district from 1941 to 1949.

Lon Folger was a family man, an at-
torney, a community leader, a political
activist, and a friend to many. | will
never forget the support he, a leading
Democratic figure in North Carolina,
gave me, a Republican, when | ran for
Congress in 1994. Lon not only sup-
ported me in that election but, from
that time until his death, he was al-
ways willing to serve as an adviser to
me on many issues we dealt with here
in Congress.

Lon Folger was the type of person
whose word was his bond. A handshake
could be counted on to be a valid writ-
ten contract. Lon was honest and
forthright. He was fair in his dealings
with people, even those who he dis-
agreed with.

Lon was a leader in his community
and, over the years, involved himself in
numerous efforts to make his home-
town, Madison, North Carolina, a bet-
ter place to live. He could always be
counted on to answer the call when
there was a need, and he consistently
devoted his time and energy to helping
others.

If we are fortunate enough in our
lifetimes, we have the occasion to cross
paths with a handful of very special
people who teach us and are willing to
help us understand where they have
been before us. Lon Folger was that
type of special friend for me, and I will
always be grateful for the opportunity
to have sought his counsel, knowing
that | could trust his judgment.

I extend my sympathy to his wife
Elizabeth and to the rest of the family
on their loss. Lon Folger’s death is a
loss not only for his family but for the
community and the State he loved so
much, and he will certainly be missed
by all who knew him.

INTERNATIONAL ABDUCTION

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to tell the story of Robert Mar-
quette and his children, Ben and Rhea.
Their story is the ninth in a series of 1-
minutes on more than 10,000 children
who have been taken, abducted, to for-
eign countries.

In 1997, Robert Marquette’s ex-wife,
Rose Marie Marquette, abducted Ben
and Rhea from Irving, Texas, and took
them to Germany. Although Robert’s
home was named as the primary resi-
dence, Robert subsequently filed a
Hague Convention petition through the
State Department. His petition was
heard by a German judge who violated
the Hague Convention by refusing to
return Ben and Rhea. He has filed nu-
merous appeals, but they have all been
denied.

On June 15 this year, it will be 3
years since Robert has seen his chil-
dren or spoken with them. The German
authorities refuse to tell him where
they are.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
help me reunite parents with their
children and to support the resolution
that | introduced, along with the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT), which
urges signatories to uphold the Hague
Convention on the civil aspects of
international child abduction. We must
bring our children home.

MISGUIDED LEGISLATION ON
ILLEGAL GAMBLING

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, legisla-
tion has been introduced in this Con-
gress that calls for preempting the
State laws of Nevada and closing down
legal sports wagering entities.

Certainly the problem of illegal gam-
bling and the results of illegal gam-
bling are serious and must be addressed
by this Nation. However, banning the
highly regulated and closely supervised
legal sports betting located in Nevada
is not the solution.

According to FBI experts, the strict
regulations on sports betting in Nevada
have helped law enforcement officials
in their efforts to stop illegal sports
betting. Mr. Speaker, legislation ban-
ning legal sports’ wagering is simply
not the solution to stopping illegal bet-
ting.

I have introduced H.R. 3800, which
calls for the U.S. Justice Department
to analyze illegal sports gaming and
make recommendations in combating
it. Enforcement of our current laws is
the solution, outlawing a law that en-
forces these laws is not a solution.

SUCCESS IN AMERICA BEGINS IN
THE CLASSROOM
(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker,
every American child has a right to a
quality education. Yet our education
system, as a whole, has been failing to
deliver, particularly to minorities.

For example, 63 percent of nonurban
fourth graders can read at a basic level,
while only 43 percent of urban fourth
graders can meet the same standards.
And the dropout rate for African Amer-
ican students is about 15 percent, while
the Hispanic student dropout rate is
between 30 and 35 percent.

Republicans believe educational op-
portunities should be the same for all
children regardless of race, religion, or
economic background. That is why I
support H.R. 7, the Education Savings
and Excellence Act. This legislation
helps parents put aside money tax free
for their children’s education. This
money may be spent on tuition, a com-
puter, or even a tutor. Best of all, 76
percent of all the children who will
benefit from the ESAs currently attend
public schools.

Success in America begins in the
classroom. Let us give all children an
opportunity to achieve the American
Dream. Let us pass H.R. 7.

EDUCATION SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

(Mr. PETRI asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, 2 years ago
we approved legislation which allows
parents to put aside $500 each year in
education savings accounts, where the
money can be invested in order to grow
tax free and where it can be added to
each year so that it can grow enough to
help pay for college tuition.

Ever since we managed to get edu-
cation savings accounts enacted into
law, we have been trying to raise the
amounts parents are allowed to put
into their children’s accounts each
year. We have been trying to extend
education savings accounts so that par-
ents, grandparents, or other interested
parties will be able to use them to pre-
pare for private or parochial, elemen-
tary or high school expenses.

If a family were able to put $2,000 in
an education savings accounts every
year, from the time a child was born,
and if the account averaged 7Yz percent
interest annually, it would hold $14,500
by the time the child got to 1st grade.
If nothing were withdrawn and annual
savings continued, that amount would
rise to $46,500 when it was time for high
school.

President Clinton vetoed an exten-
sion of education savings accounts last
September, but | am confident that
most of us in the House think parents
should be encouraged to save for their
kids’ futures and that is why we are
going to try again.
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U.S. MINT'S DENIGRATION OF
FOUNDING FATHER IN ADVER-
TISEMENT PROGRAM SHOULD BE
STOPPED

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to take issue with
the United States Mint’s misguided de-
cision to denigrate our Founding Fa-
ther in their current advertisements
promoting their new $1 coin.
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A current television advertisement
campaign has an image of George
Washington dancing in a night club.
And here is an ad from last Sunday’s
Washington Post which shows George
Washington with two drinking women.
Here is one from last Thursday in the
same newspaper, the Washington Post,
which shows George Washington with
the phrase, ‘““Change Happens.”’

Now, we all know the origin of this
phrase, blank happens, and it is dis-
gusting. | can say with complete cer-
tainty that our first President would
not approve of this portrayal of him-
self.

And it gets worse. The Mint has initi-
ated a $45 million advertising cam-
paign of which this is a part. That is
the taxpayers’ money. These funds
come directly out of the Treasury De-
partment’s budget. | am quite sure this
money could be spent on more produc-
tive activities.

Mr. Speaker, it is no wonder many of
today’s youth have little or no knowl-
edge of our Founding Father and first
President, George Washington. This
type of treatment by our own Govern-
ment agencies only goes to further
denigrate the image of one of our
greatest citizens, and this advertising
campaign should be halted imme-
diately.

SOCIAL SECURITY EARNINGS
LIMIT

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, my colleagues have heard of
eliminating the Social Security earn-
ings penalty. Well, we are finally doing
it today.

It has been a long fight for our sen-
iors, but today we are going to vote to
end the Social Security earnings pen-
alty.

The gentleman from Texas (Chair-
man ARCHER) has been working on that
issue since 1973, and | have been work-
ing on it since | got in the Congress in
1991.

Our seniors deserve the right to work
without being penalized by the Federal
Government. Senior Americans are
diligent, experienced, productive; and
they want to work without the fear of
losing their Social Security benefits.
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This country was built by Americans
of all ages who labored to realize their
dreams. We have always rewarded work
in America; and it is high time we re-
warded, not penalized, our seniors for
their hard work.

CONGRATULATING UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to extend my congratula-
tions to the University of Wisconsin’s
men’s basketball team on their first
Final Four appearance in 59 years. The
Badgers got to the Final Four by win-
ning the Western Regional in the
NCAA Tournament over the past 2
weeks.

Led by head coach Dick Bennett, the
Badgers pulled off three upsets in a row
to make it to the Final Four. The
Badgers’ style of play proves that de-
fense wins basketball games.

Wisconsin may not be known for hav-
ing the best athletes in the tour-
nament, but they advanced with a pa-
tient and disciplined offense, a tena-
cious man-to-man defense, and a great
deal of heart and perseverance.

The Wisconsin Badgers have exceeded
many people’s expectations in getting
to the Final Four this year. In fact,
along with the North Carolina Tar
Heels, they are the lowest seed to reach
the Final Four since 1986.

Wisconsin’s tournament wins can be
credited in part to the defensive pres-
sure of Mike Kelley, the three-point
sharp shooting of Jon Bryant, and the
great front court offensive play of
Andy Kowske.

Wisconsin faces a tough assignment
on Saturday when we go up against the
Michigan State Spartans. | wish the
Wisconsin Badgers the best of luck in
Indianapolis this weekend in their
quest to bring Wisconsin its first cham-
pionship since 1941.

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIRMAN
OF COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the chair-
man of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, which was
read and, without objection, referred to
the Committee on Appropriations:

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, March 21, 2000.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Enclosed are copies of
resolutions adopted on March 16, 2000 by the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. Copies of the resolutions are being
transmitted to the Department of the Army.

With kind personal regards, | am,

Sincerely,
BUD SHUSTER,
Chairman.
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There was no objection.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 27, 2000.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, | have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
March 27, 2000 at 4:30 p.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby
he transmits a semiannual report on pay-
ments to Cuba related to telecommuni-
cations services.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

PERIODIC REPORT ON NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
UNITA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), | transmit here-
with a 6-month periodic report on the
national emergency with respect to the
National Union for the Total Independ-
ence of Angola (UNITA) that was de-
clared in Executive Order 12865 of Sep-
tember 26, 1993.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, March 27, 2000.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 27, 2000.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, | have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
March 27, 2000 at 4:29 p.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby
he transmits a 6-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to
UNITA/Angola.
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With best wishes, | am,
Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

PERIODIC REPORT ON TELE-
COMMUNICATIONS PAYMENTS
MADE TO CUBA PURSUANT TO
TREASURY DEPARTMENT SPE-
CIFIC LICENSES—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 1705(e)(6) of
the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, 22
U.S.C. 6004(e)(6), as amended by section
102(g) of the Cuban Liberty and Demo-
cratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of
1996, Public Law 104-114, 110 Stat. 785, |
transmit herewith a semiannual report
‘“‘detailing payments made to Cuba . . .
as a result of the provision of tele-
communications services’ pursuant to
Department of the Treasury specific li-
censes.

WILLIAMS J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HousE, March 27, 2000.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that he will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions may be taken after debate is con-
cluded on all motions to suspend the
rules but not before 6 p.m. today.

SAN GABRIEL BASIN WATER
QUALITY INITIATIVE

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 910) to authorize the Secretary of
the Army, acting through the Chief of
Engineers and in coordination with
other Federal agency heads, to partici-
pate in the funding and implementa-
tion of a balanced, long-term solution
to the problems of groundwater con-
tamination, water supply, and reli-
ability affecting the San Gabriel
groundwater basin in California, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 910

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““San Gabriel
Basin Water Quality Initiative”.

SEC. 2. SAN GABRIEL BASIN RESTORATION.

(a) SAN GABRIEL BASIN RESTORATION.—
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(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF FUND.—There shall be
established within the Treasury of the United
States an interest bearing account to be known
as the San Gabriel Basin Restoration Fund (in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Restoration
Fund™).

(2) ADMINISTRATION OF FUND.—The Restora-
tion Fund shall be administered by the Sec-
retary of the Army, acting through the Chief of
Engineers (in this Act referred to as the “‘Sec-
retary’’). The Secretary shall administer the
Fund in cooperation with the San Gabriel Basin
Water Quality Authority, or its successor agen-
cy.

(3) PURPOSES OF FUND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the amounts in the Restoration Fund, in-
cluding interest accrued, shall be utilized by the
Secretary—

(i) to design and construct water quality
projects to be administered by the San Gabriel
Basin Water Quality Authority and the Central
Basin Water Quality Project to be administered
by the Central Basin Municipal Water District;
and

(ii) to operate and maintain any project con-
structed under this section for such period as
the Secretary determines, but not to exceed 10
years, following the initial date of operation of
the project.

(B) COST-SHARING LIMITATION.—The Secretary
may not obligate any funds appropriated to the
Restoration Fund in a fiscal year until the Sec-
retary has deposited in the Fund an amount
provided by non-Federal interests sufficient to
ensure that at least 35 percent of any funds ob-
ligated by the Secretary are from funds provided
to the Secretary by the non-Federal interests.
The San Gabriel Basin Water Quality Authority
shall be responsible for providing the non-Fed-
eral amount required by the preceding sentence.
The State of California, local government agen-
cies, and private entities may provide all or any
portion of such amount.

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAW.—In
carrying out the activities described in this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall comply with any appli-
cable Federal and State laws.

(c) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER ACTIVITIES.—
Nothing in this section shall be construed to af-
fect other Federal or State authorities that are
being used or may be used to facilitate the
cleanup and protection of the San Gabriel and
Central groundwater basins. In carrying out the
activities described in this section, the Secretary
shall integrate such activities with ongoing Fed-
eral and State projects and activities. None of
the funds made available for such activities pur-
suant to this section shall be counted against
any Federal authorization ceiling established
for any previously authorized Federal projects
or activities.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Restoration Fund established
under subsection (a) $85,000,000. Such funds
shall remain available until expended.

(2) SET-ASIDE.—Of the amounts appropriated
under paragraph (1), no more than $10,000,000
shall be available to carry out the Central Basin
Water Quality Project.

SEC. 3. PERCHLORATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in coopera-
tion with Federal, State, and local government
agencies, is authorized to participate in studies
and other investigative activities and in the
planning and design of projects determined by
the Secretary to offer a long-term solution to the
problem of groundwater contamination caused
by perchlorates.

(b) INVESTIGATIONS AND PROJECTS.—

(1) BOSQUE AND LEON RIVERS.—The Secretary,
in coordination with other Federal agencies and
the Brazos River Authority, shall participate
under subsection (a) in investigations and
projects in the Bosque and Leon River water-
sheds in Texas to assess the impact of the per-
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chlorate associated with the former Naval
‘“Weapons Industrial Reserve Plant” at
McGregor, Texas.

(2) CADDO LAKE.—The Secretary, in coordina-
tion with other Federal agencies and the North-
east Texas Municipal Water District, shall par-
ticipate under subsection (a) in investigations
and projects relating to perchlorate contamina-
tion in Caddo Lake, Texas.

(3) EASTERN SANTA CLARA BASIN.—The Sec-
retary, in coordination with other Federal,
State, and local government agencies, shall par-
ticipate under subsection (a) in investigations
and projects related to sites that are sources of
perchlorates and that are located in the city of
Santa Clarita, California.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For
the purposes of carrying out the activities au-
thorized in this section, there is authorized to be
appropriated to the Secretary $25,000,000, of
which not to exceed $8,000,000 shall be available
to carry out subsection (b)(1), not to exceed
$3,000,000 shall be available to carry out sub-
section (b)(2), and not to exceed $7,000,000 shall
be available to carry out subsection (b)(3).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) and the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BoRsk1) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER).

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER),
the distinguished chairman of the Com-
mittee on Rules, who is the principal
author of this legislation and the driv-
ing force behind it.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to begin by saying first, | serve on
the Committee on Rules, and it is a
great thrill to stand here suspending
the rules for consideration of this very
important legislation.

I want to congratulate the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER), the
distinguished chairman of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, my very good friend, whom |
supported in his quest for Whip 2 dec-
ades ago; and also the gentleman from
New York (Mr. BOEHLERT), the very
distinguished chairman of the Sub-
committee on Water Resources and En-
vironment; along with the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. BORskl), the
ranking minority member of the sub-
committee.

Also, | would like to point to several
of my colleagues from the San Gabriel
Valley, the gentleman from California
(Mr. MARTINEZ), who is here and who,
in fact, reminded me of an event out in
California that they came to him and
talked to him about introducing this
legislation, and | am very pleased that
he has played a key role in helping to
make this possible; our colleague, the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
NAPOLITANO), who joined in cospon-
soring; and also a very important driv-
ing force behind this legislation has
been my colleague, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROGAN), with whom I
share representation of the City of
Pasadena, which is in the San Gabriel
Valley.

We are here for consideration of some
legislation that is very, very important
not just for Southern California; but,
in fact, for the rest of the Nation.
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| see the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
SESSIONS), my colleague from the Com-
mittee on Rules, here on the floor. He
is very concerned about the discovery
of perchlorates in groundwater, and it
poses a very serious threat to many
parts of the country. So this legisla-
tion is not simply geared towards deal-
ing with the problem that has devel-
oped in Southern California but for the
entire Nation.

During the 1950s and 1960s, when we
were in the midst of our buildup which
allowed us to win the Cold War, there
were many companies which legally,
and | underscore the word “‘legally,”
dumped spent rocket fuel; and, in so
doing, it has created problems which
have just recently come to the fore-
front.

I will say that we found that the
threat of contaminated water in South-
ern California could affect literally
millions of people. Literally millions of
people could be affected by this.

And so, a very strong consensus plan
was put together among those in
Southern California who deal with the
water issue. | am pleased that, in look-
ing at that consensus plan, that we
were able to come up with legislation
which is designed to provide $75 million
for the cleanup and then a very impor-
tant $25 million to deal with research
into ways in which we can ensure that
this problem will not expand in other
parts of the country.

And so | will say that I know that
this very important environmental leg-
islation will enjoy strong bipartisan
support, as has been evidenced by those
who serve on the committee of juris-
diction and other members from
around the country who | know are
strongly committed to this.

| want to say that | believe we should
move this as expeditiously as possible.
This is, in fact, a public-private part-
nership. | believe that those who are
responsible for dumping this spent
rocket fuel should be responsible. But
unfortunately, many of those busi-
nesses which are responsible are no
longer in operation. And so that is why
we have had to step up to the plate and
take on part of this responsibility.

Now, we could have embarked on a
big load of litigation. But would those
lawsuits do anything to clean up the
groundwater contamination, the threat
that those perchlorates have? No.

And so that is why the responsible
thing for us to do is to say to those
businesses which are still in existence,
like Arrowjet and other companies,
that they need to shoulder part of this
responsibility. But at the same time,
when we have businesses that are no
longer there, to make sure that we
have clean drinking water in Southern
California and in the rest of the Na-
tion, it is important for us to again
step up to the plate and take on the re-
sponsibility of cleaning it up and mak-
ing sure that we do not have a threat
that is posed.

And so | am pleased with the very,
very strong support that we have en-
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joyed on this legislation. | hope very
much that we will be able to move it
through both bodies. And while there
was early indication that the Army
Corps of Engineers and the White
House was less than supportive on this,
I am convinced that President Clinton
will want to join this strong bipartisan
coalition and lend his support for this
very important measure.

I again thank my very good friend,
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHUSTER), the gentleman from New
York (Mr. BOEHLERT), the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. BORskl), and
the leadership of their committee and
the subcommittee for the expeditious
way in which they have moved this
very responsible legislation.

Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. BORSKI asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BORKSI. Mr. Speaker, the San
Gabriel Basin is facing a serious water
quality and public health problem. The
groundwater aquifer underlying this
basin has been contaminated with a va-
riety of hazardous substances, threat-
ening the primary water supply of over
1.5 million people in Southern Cali-
fornia.

There is also evidence that this con-
tamination may be spreading to the
surrounding aquifers that supply
drinking water for a majority of the
residents of Los Angeles County.

I want to commend the gentleman
from California (Mr. DREIER), our dis-
tinguished chairman of the Committee
on Rules; the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. NAPOLITANO); the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MAR-
TINEZ); and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HoRrN), a valuable member
of our committee; and the entire area
delegation for bringing this matter to
the attention of the committee and for
their efforts to address the cleanup of
contaminated groundwater in the San
Gabriel Basin.

The bill we are considering today
would authorize the creation of a res-
toration fund to approve water quality
within the basin. Monies from this fund
could be used by the Secretary of the
Army in conjunction with local water
quality authorities to construct, oper-
ate, and maintain projects within the
San Gabriel Basin.
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This legislation would authorize
funding for the design, planning, and
construction of water quality projects
in the Central Basin region of Cali-
fornia. It is envisioned that these
projects would be helpful in halting the
spread of perchlorate contamination
into the neighboring aquifers.

Mr. Speaker, portions of the San Ga-
briel Basin have been designated as a
Superfund site. That program assigns
liability for cleanup costs to respon-
sible parties. Nothing in this bill af-
fects the application of Superfund’s li-
ability provisions to the recovery of
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the Secretary’s costs under this bill. As
the committee report clearly states,
nothing limits the authority of the
United States to pursue remedial ac-
tion and to recover its costs from re-
sponsible parties, including the costs of
work performed under this bill. | fully
expect the Secretary of the Army to
exercise his fiduciary responsibilities
and recover expenditures made under
this bill from responsible parties where
such costs are recoverable under Fed-
eral or State law.

Finally, this bill would include with-
in the existing studies, investigations
and projects on perchlorate contamina-
tion an authorization that certain
amounts be used to address contamina-
tion at designated sites in Texas and
California. These projects are author-
ized to develop new and innovative so-
lutions to the problem of groundwater
contamination caused by perchlorates.
I want to commend the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. EDWARDS) and our
committee colleagues the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SANDLIN) for
their work on behalf of this provision.

I urge an “‘aye’ vote on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. BOEH-
LERT), the distinguished chairman of
our Subcommittee on Water Resources
and Environment.

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the distinguished gentleman for
yielding me this time.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 910, a
bill to clean up groundwater contami-
nation and protect water supply in the
San Gabriel and Central Basins in Cali-
fornia.

Let me start out by first acknowl-
edging the super efforts of the distin-
guished gentleman from California
(Mr. DREIER), chairman of the Com-
mittee on Rules, who brought this mat-
ter to our attention. He has been a
leader in this effort. | also wish to ac-
knowledge the area’s bipartisan delega-
tion, including the gentleman from
California (Mr. HORN) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD), both of whom
serve on the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. There are a
whole lot of people responsible for the
success we are going to enjoy today,
none more important than the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHuU-
STER) the chairman of the full com-
mittee and the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) the ranking
Democrat as well as my partner, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BORSKI).

Contamination of the groundwater in
the San Gabriel Basin was first de-
tected back in 1979. EPA placed the
valley on the Superfund’s national pri-
orities list in 1984. Here we are 16 years
later with very little progress.

At its hearing on this legislation last
fall, the Subcommittee on Water Re-
sources and Environment learned that
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contamination from the San Gabriel
Basin has already spread into the adja-
cent Central Basin aquifer. This
groundwater contamination now
threatens the drinking water for half of
Los Angeles County. That is totally
unacceptable.

Under H.R. 910, the Federal Govern-
ment would assist the San Gabriel
Water Quality Authority in conducting
groundwater cleanup projects, and we
provide $75 million for that purpose.
We also authorize $25 million for inves-
tigation into solutions to groundwater
contamination caused by perchlorate, a
component of rocket fuel. As has been
said so eloquently by previous speak-
ers, this is a must-do bill; and we
should put it on a fast track.

Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MAR-
TINEZ), a Member representing the San
Gabriel area and one who worked very
hard on this bill.

Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to join my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle today in support of
H.R. 910, the San Gabriel Basin Water
Quality Initiative introduced by my
good friend and San Gabriel Valley
neighbor, the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Rules the gentleman from
California (Mr. DREIER).

It is refreshing to sponsor and co-
sponsor legislation which not only
crosses party lines but is also strongly
supported by environmentalists, local
government, and business. It is a bill
that came together because of the peo-
ple who were concerned in that area in
an effort to try to avoid costly lawsuits
and long litigation.

Since contaminants were discovered
in the San Gabriel Valley water supply
some 20 years ago, there has been a
concentrated effort to find a solution
that equitably distributes the responsi-
bility for the pollution while removing
the contaminants from our water sup-
ply as quickly as possible.

The rocket fuel contamination is a
by-product of Federal contract work.
For years the Federal Government con-
tracted with local firms to produce
greatly needed aircraft and rocket
parts. Unknown to any at the time,
this production led to the leakage of
rocket fuel and other substances into
the aquifer, polluting the area’s
groundwater supplies. There is no ques-
tion that the groundwater in the San
Gabriel Valley is contaminated. Over
one-quarter of the 366 water supply
wells in the San Gabriel Valley have
been contaminated, affecting approxi-
mately 1.4 million residents of the
greater part of Los Angeles County.
Much of the water pollution is a prod-
uct of Federal contract work. These
pollutants are rapidly making their
way underground into the Central
Basin of Los Angeles County.

I strongly support H.R. 910, the San
Gabriel Basin Water Quality Initiative.
H.R. 910 addresses the importance of
researching rocket fuel contamination
and aims to stop the spread of contami-
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nation in an economical and time sen-
sitive manner. It is time for the Fed-
eral Government to catch up with the
others in the San Gabriel Basin in as-
suming responsibility for its actions.
Eleven potentially responsible parties
have voluntarily agreed to contribute
over $200 million in cleanup expenses.
While this funding will cover a large
portion of the cleanup, Federal funds
are necessary to ensure cooperation by
the potentially responsible parties and
act as an immediate solution to an
ever growing problem.

Although there are still many hur-
dles to overcome in saving our water
supply, the time for Federal action is
now. The primary responsible parties
in the San Gabriel Basin have dem-
onstrated their commitment to saving
the region’s groundwater with their
checkbooks. They are doing it with
their checkbooks. It is time for the
Federal Government to use this broad-
ly supported bill as an opportunity to
do the same.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from California
(Mr. HORN), a member of our com-
mittee.

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHUSTER) for this. The gentleman from
Pennsylvania chairs the most bipar-
tisan committee in this House and
Members can tell how both sides, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHUSTER), the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR), the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. BORsSKI), and
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
BOEHLERT) have come together and
moved this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation we con-
sider today 1is absolutely essential.
H.R. 910, the San Gabriel Basin Water
Quality Initiative, will help restore
vital groundwater resources in Cali-
fornia where up to 3 million have lost
or are in danger of losing access to
critical groundwater reserves in our
area. H.R. 910 is the key to fixing this
problem.

The bill is a product of local coopera-
tion that should be also an example to
other areas of the country. Faced with
a difficult and expensive problem, the
local stakeholders have come together
to restore and maintain groundwater
for millions of people. H.R. 910 author-
izes the closure of a small but critical
gap in funding needed to accomplish
this goal.

Here in Congress, this bill is also a
product of cooperation as | noted ear-
lier. The gentleman from California
(Mr. DREIER), the distinguished chair-
man of the Committee on Rules, has
forged a bipartisan coalition to support
this bill. If a real cleanup is going to
occur in California or elsewhere, it re-
quires the level of cooperation dem-
onstrated in H.R. 910.

Let us pass this model pilot program.
If this program is successful, many
parts of our Nation will soon follow.
Vote for H.R. 910.
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Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. NAPOLITANO), a prime
sponsor of the bill.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, |
am so happy that | am hearing the sup-
port, the bipartisan support for this
measure, and | am also here to join as
an original cosponsor of this measure. |
would like to also thank my good
friend and respected colleague the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER)
for offering this legislation and helping
it move quickly through the House.

| thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. BoRsklI) and others from the
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure for understanding the im-
portance of this particular area of con-
tamination in California that has af-
fected a lot of us that live and work in
those areas.

The San Gabriel Basin Water Quality
Initiative is of critical importance to
the people of my district. Those water
aquifers, the underground streams run-
ning through the San Gabriel Valley
which supply drinking water to 1.4 mil-
lion people, have been known to be con-
taminated with volatile organic com-
pounds for over two decades.

I have been working on this issue and
trying to bring it to some kind of clo-
sure since | served on the local city
council and managed to get a water co-
alition and been following its non-
progress. Then in the past 3 years, per-
chlorate and other dangerous chemi-
cals related to rocket fuels have also
been found in that water. The contami-
nation is seeping below the spreading
grounds at Whittier Narrows and into
my district. Volatile organic com-
pounds have seeped from the San Ga-
briel Basin into the Central Basin and
it comes down into my area, a large
underground water system that pro-
vides water for an additional 1.5 mil-
lion people in Montebello, Pico Rivera,
Whittier, Santa Fe Springs, Norwalk,
Long Beach, and other communities.

H.R. 910, the San Gabriel Basin Water
Quality Initiative, provides the way
and the means by which Federal, State
and local government agencies and pri-
vate business can collectively work to-
wards a timely cleanup of the impor-
tant San Gabriel and Central water ba-
sins, and will also serve as my col-
leagues have heard as an example of
how aquifer contaminants can be ad-
dressed and effectively implemented to
clean up.

Since it was a Federal Government
defense contract that led to the intro-
duction of the perchlorate and other
rocket fuel related chemicals into our
groundwater, | believe that the Federal
Government has its share of responsi-
bility and should take a role in helping
clean up the contaminated area that
threatens our communities.

This legislation will help more than 3
million people in our county that trust
the water that flows from their tap.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Texas (Mr.
SESSIONS).
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | appre-
ciate the opportunity to work with the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHUSTER) today.

| rise in support of H.R. 910, the San
Gabriel Basin Water Quality Initiative.
I commend not only the gentleman
from New York (Mr. BOEHLERT) but
also the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. SHUSTER) for bringing this legisla-
tion to the floor in such a quick and
expedited manner.

H.R. 910 is sponsored by my colleague
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER). | believe it provides a na-
tional model for protection of our Na-
tion’s water supply from perchlorate.
Perchlorate is an inorganic chemical
used to manufacture solid rocket fuel
and other explosives. | want to thank
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER) for his assistance in addressing
this important conservation issue in a
part of my district which also impacts
the entire Brazos River Corridor in
Central Texas by adding funding to the
study of perchlorate contamination
originating from the former Naval
Weapons Industrial Reserve Plant in
McGregor, Texas.

With this funding, the Brazos River
Authority and the Corps of Engineers
will be able to carefully assess the ex-
tent of perchlorate contamination in
this very critical watershed. By doing
so, they will not only protect the
drinking water of Central Texas but
will also protect the Brazos Basin from
Waco to the Gulf of Mexico.

I am grateful to my colleagues in the
Brazos Basin including the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. DELAY), the majority
whip; the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
COMBEST); the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. THORNBERRY); and the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BRADY), all of whom
have united in requesting this provi-
sion. Texans are proud to join with our
colleagues from not only California but
also other areas of the country in cre-
ating a national model for addressing
this threat of perchlorate.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from California
(Mr. ROGAN).

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, first |
thank the distinguished chairman of
the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure for yielding me this
time.

| rise today in strong support of H.R.
910, the San Gabriel Basin Water Qual-
ity Initiative. In the Southern Cali-
fornia area, like much of the West,
water is possibly the most precious
commodity for local cities. However, in
parts of my district and in water tables
throughout the Los Angeles Basin, con-
tamination as a result of industrial
runoff has become a serious threat to
public safety.

In 1984, this water basin was des-
ignated a Superfund site. The problem
continues.
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Today, cleanup is vital, and it is im-
perative that government act at all
levels.
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Mr. Speaker, H.R. 910 is supported by
a bipartisan coalition interested in pro-
tecting the environmental resources in
and around the Los Angeles area. This
legislation will establish the San Ga-
briel Basin Restoration Fund that will
be comprised of a unique partnership of
State, local and Federal funding
sources.

Our measure will authorize $75 mil-
lion over 5 years and set aside $25 mil-
lion for research and development of
treatment programs to ensure that the
mistakes of the past are not the mis-
takes of the future. This bill will im-
prove the quality of the environment
in the San Gabriel Basin region and
will put the resources of the Federal
Government behind local environ-
mental experts.

Even more significant is the oppor-
tunity to make the San Gabriel Valley
Water Quality Initiative a test case for
similar programs around the country.
The Los Angeles area faces unique
challenges, but by uniting these offi-
cials, we are confident that these chal-
lenges can be met and the environment
protected. What is more, the San Ga-
briel Water Quality Initiative can
serve as a model for similar areas when
they confront cleanup of underground
contamination.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | want to
thank the distinguished gentleman
from California (Mr. DREIER), the
chairman of the Committee on Rules,
for his incredible leadership on this bill
and in bringing it before the com-
mittee.

Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, this is a
powerful piece of environmental legis-
lation, and | strongly urge its support.

Mr. Speaker, | commend our esteemed col-
league from California, Congressman DAVID
DREIER, for his leadership on this important
environmental legislation.

Ground water contamination was discovered
in the San Gabriel Basin in 1979. EPA placed
this area on the Superfund national priorities
list in 1984. Although this basin provides drink-
ing water to 1.4 million people, EPA is only
now getting around to addressing the contami-
nation at this site.

To make matters worse, in 1997, per-
chlorate was discovered in the groundwater.
Percholorate is a component of rocket fuel
and is very difficult to treat.

And just this past year, the local community
received even more devastating news: The
contamination from the San Gabriel Basin has
spread into the Central Basin aquifer that pro-
vides drinking water for half of Los Angeles
County.

On a bipartisan basis, the representatives of
the San Gabriel Valley and the Central Basin,
led by Representative DREIER, worked with the
local community to develop a solution to this
problem. | commend their efforts and con-
gratulate them on this legislation.

| also would like to thank the committee’s
ranking Democratic member, Congressman
JIM OBERSTAR, as well as Subcommittee
Chairman BOEHLERT and Congressman BoB
BoRrski for their help in moving this important
legislation forward.
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Under the solution advanced by the local
community and their congressional delegation,
the Army Corps of Engineers will help the
local community work with the State and the
business community to build water treatment
projects that will stop the spread of contamina-
tion and protect their water supplies.

These treatment plants will accelerate the
cleanup of the San Gabriel Basin in advance
of EPA’s cleanup schedule. This effort also
should reduce the overall cost of the cleanup
because it is a lot cheaper to keep ground-
water from getting contaminated than it is to
clean it up.

This assistance should lead to a true public-
private partnership for addressing an historic
contamination problem of enormous mag-
nitude.

As we looked at this matter, we also discov-
ered that perchlorate contamination is a na-
tional problem, particularly at facilities that
have manufactured or tested solid rocket fuels
for the Department of Defense or NASA.

To address this, H.R. 910 authorizes $25
million for research into solutions to ground-
water contamination caused by perchlorate.

Again, | congratulate the sponsor of this leg-
islation and urge all Members to support H.R.
910.

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in support of H.R. 910, the “San Ga-
briel Basin Water Quality Initiative.” The San
Gabriel Basin supplies drinking water for al-
most one and a half million people in Southern
California. It is a valuable natural asset whose
management is vital for all who depend on it.

H.R. 910 encourages the input of local in-
dustry and businesses, community and envi-
ronmental leaders and government officials
from the local, state and federal levels. In-
stead of costly litigation to punish or shield
from liability, H.R. 910 provides incentives for
these groups to participate in clean up and
management efforts for ground water and
water sources affecting the San Gabriel Water
Basin.

One of the greatest obstacles to ground
water clean up is the economic cost incurred
by private industry and the controlling govern-
ment authorities. This bill addresses this prob-
lem by authorizing funding for technology re-
search that will allow for more cost-effective
clean up. Beyond this effort, it also provides
for technology development that will help
maintain cleaner groundwater systems.

As our population continues to grow, it is
important that we protect our groundwater re-
sources against pollution. H.R. 910 provides
$25 million dollars in research funding to study
ways to prevent future groundwater contami-
nation in areas, like the San Gabriel Basin,
which supply drinking water. Through this re-
search private industry and government agen-
cies will have better resources to devise water
management plans for future development.

| believe that this bill provides us with a
model for future clean up efforts around the
country. It maintains the groups already in-
volved in the clean up while empowering
those who have vested interests in this clean
up effort. | would like to thank the Chairman
of the Rules Committee for his efforts in con-
structing this legislation, and urge Members of
this House to support H.R. 910.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The question is on the motion
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offered by the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 910, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 910.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

E. ROSS ADAIR FEDERAL BUILD-

ING AND UNITED STATES
COURTHOUSE
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |

move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2412) to designate the Federal
building and United States courthouse
located at 1300 South Harrison Street
in Fort Wayne, Indiana, as the “E.
Ross Adair Federal Building and
United States Courthouse’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2412

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The Federal building and United States
courthouse located at 1300 South Harrison
Street in Fort Wayne, Indiana, shall be
known and designated as the ‘““E. Ross Adair
Federal Building and United States Court-
house”.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the Federal building and
United States courthouse referred to in sec-
tion 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to
the “E. Ross Adair Federal Building and
United States Courthouse”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE).

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as |1 may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2412 designates the
Federal building and United States
courthouse in Fort Wayne, Indiana as
the “E. Ross Adair Federal Building
and United States Courthouse.”

Edwin Ross Adair was born in 1907,
attended public schools and graduated
from Hillsdale College and the George
Washington University Law School.
Adair volunteered as a lieutenant in
World War Il and was awarded battle
stars for the Normandy, Northern
France, Ardennes, Rhine and Central
European campaigns. Congressman
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Adair was first elected to the 82nd Con-
gress and served for 20 years in the
United States House of Representa-
tives. He became the ranking member
on the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and was active on the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs and on the Com-
mittee on Committees.

After his service in the United States
House of Representatives, President
Nixon appointed Adair ambassador to
Ethiopia, and he served as ambassador
until 1974.

This is a fitting honor for this dedi-
cated public servant. | fully support
this bill, and | urge all of my col-
leagues to support it as well.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2412 is a bill to des-
ignate the Federal building and United
States courthouse in Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana, as the ““E. Ross Adair Federal
Building and United States Court-
house.”

Congressman E. Ross Adair served
his country and his State with bravery
and distinction for almost his entire
life. He was a dedicated teacher, deco-
rated war hero, conscientious civil
servant and diplomat. He served in the
House of Representatives for 20 years,
from 1951, the year that | was born,
until 1971, representing the citizens of
the 4th District of Indiana. In 1972,
President Nixon appointed him as am-
bassador to Ethiopia, where he was
posted until 1974. In 1976, Adair served
on the Indiana State Privacy Commis-
sion, and in 1976 he was appointed to
President Ford’s reelection campaign.
He was active in many civic organiza-
tions as well as in his church.

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting and proper
to acknowledge the accomplishments
of Congressman Adair with this des-
ignation. | support H.R. 2412 and urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
SOUDER), the prime sponsor of the leg-
islation.

(Mr. SOUDER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great honor for me today to be here
with this bill to name the Federal
building and U.S. courthouse in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, my hometown, after
northeast Indiana’s longest serving
Congressman, E. Ross Adair. He served
20 years in the district, getting elected
the year | was born in 1950, and served
until 1970, when he was appointed am-
bassador to Ethiopia.

It is also with great personal satis-
faction that | have the honor of doing
this, because as a young political activ-
ist, when | was still at Leo High School
and moving to Indiana Purdue Univer-
sity at Fort Wayne, my first campaign
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was in Ross Adair’s 1968 reelection ef-
fort when redistricting had put two
Congressmen into the same district.
The group that we developed was at
that time the second largest youth
group ever put together in the country,
and as my colleagues can see from this
old poster, E. Ross Adair was not nec-
essarily who one would think would at-
tract a lot of young people. In fact, one
of my friends, Lauren Smith, did a
campaign for Winston Prouty, a Sen-
ator in Vermont, and Winston Prouty
dressed up in all of these fancy clothes
and it said, do we elect Winston Prouty
because he is a swinger? You open it up
and it says, no, it is because he does a
good honest job of representing the
people of his district.

That is what E. Ross Adair did, and
that is why many, 2,000 young people
got involved in that youth campaign to
elect him and he won a very close and,
quite frankly, unexpected victory in
1968. This particular poster, | collect a
lot of Indiana memorabilia, and it is in
the 1952 campaign when he still had
hair. He lost his hair not too many
campaigns after that, as politics is
prone to do.

Let me give my colleagues a little bit
of his bio. He was born in Albion, Indi-
ana, a small town northwest of Fort
Wayne in 1907 to parents Lue and Alice
Adair. His mother and father were both
educators. His father was a school su-
perintendent and newspaper editor and
his mother a school teacher. That
newspaper, by the way, still exists in
Albion. Ross’s parents emphasized the
importance of education and encour-
aged him to be an avid reader. In fact,
the family home contained one room
solely dedicated to books, which later
became the first lending library in
Albion. Albion now has one of the most
beautiful small-town libraries in the
country.

After attending public schools in
Noble County, he attended Hillsdale
College in Michigan, receiving an AB
degree in history in 1928. He was an ac-
tive member of the debate team, served
as fraternity president, was selected to
receive a Rhodes Scholarship. But, in-
stead of going abroad, he chose to at-
tend George Washington University
School of Law here in Washington from
which he received a law degree in 1933.
When he was not studying, he actually
served as a Capitol Hill police officer, a
very honorable profession. In 1934 at
age 28, he returned to Indiana to teach
history in Noble County before devot-
ing himself full-time to the practice of
law in Fort Wayne.

In addition to practicing law, he was
a lecturer, giving commencement and
holiday addresses. His father was proud
of his son, describing him as a country
boy living a good and clean life in the
city.

Adair later serving as probate com-
missioner in Albion County until he
volunteered on September 15, 1941, to
serve in the Army as a second lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Officers Reserve. As my
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colleagues have heard, he received mul-
tiple medals, five battle stars for Nor-
mandy, Northern France, Ardennes,
Rhine, and the Central European cam-
paigns during World War I1.

After the war, he returned to Indiana
to first serve again as Allen County
probate commissioner and the practice
of private law and began political net-
working, starting his political cam-
paign first as GOP city chairman in
Fort Wayne and later as a precinct
committee man. In 1950 at the age of 43
he announced his candidacy for the Re-
publican 4th District Congressman.
The Adair campaign became a family
affair, run by the Adair Family Enter-
prise, Incorporated. The partnership in-
cluded Ross’s wife, Marian; the two
Adair children, Carol, age 11, and Ste-
phen, age 7. The children were common
fixtures at political events, passing out
campaign literature and urging folks
to vote for their dad.

Marian, who is 92 years old and who
is watching us on television today, was
a dynamo, not only in that campaign
and all the campaigns afterwards, but
later in Washington; and she is still
quite the organizer even at 92. His
granddaughter, Amy Adair Horton, is
my legislative director, continuing the
Adair tradition here in Washington.

His early campaign themes focused
on honesty, decency, economy in gov-
ernment, and a definitive foreign pol-
icy to not unduly jeopardize American
servicemen and that would promote
just and lasting peace; and he won that
election over incumbent Congressman
Ed Kruse.

In 1951 he began serving 20 years, and
nobody else in our district has ever
served more than 10. Ross’ first office
was in 433 Cannon, then called the “*Old
House Building.”” Back then, Members
received $12,500 annually and had a
total of only three to six staff mem-
bers. Even in 1968, when | was helping
his campaign, he had one part-time
staff person, Rosemary Hillis, in the
district office and added a full-time
staff person in 1969, Al Harvey, for field
work. That shows my colleagues how
much it has changed.

He was elected president of the 82nd
Club, which consisted of the 45 Repub-
licans who were elected in 1950. He also
wrote to the student newspaper at Indi-
ana Purdue in Fort Wayne in 1953
about his daily professional respon-
sibilities:

“The average Congressman works
diligently. We maintain unusual office
hours and many times are called upon
to attend business or social affairs in
the evening. It is not infrequent for us
to take material home with us at night
to study in preparation for the next
day’s work. It is a very active and var-
ied life. This is a matter of handling
the correspondence and dealing with
problems of the people in our district
as representatives, in addition to
studying legislation and attending
meetings of committees. The latter oc-
cupies an important place in the life of
a Congressman, as legislation is stud-
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ied and many times redrafted by the
committees of the House and Senate.”

In 1959 he sent a postcard: ‘“When you
elect a man to Congress, actually you
send a family to represent you. This is
my family at our home in Washington.
Please let us know if we can be of serv-
ice in any way, either at home or in
Washington.”’

Despite being from the Midwest, the
home of isolationism, he began build-
ing a professional expertise in foreign
affairs and began his assignment to the
House Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

At the same time, his wife, Marian,
was honing her diplomatic skills so-
cially. In 1959 Mrs. Adair organized and
founded a program designed to give
hospitality and special interest activi-
ties to wives of foreign diplomats. Her
earlier organization of six inter-
national clubs between 1953 and 1957
grew to 170 members who were spouses
of Congressmen, diplomats and govern-
ment and business officials. These
clubs were described in Congressional
Quarterly as places where “‘first names
and small talk made for pretty good
foreign relations.”

In 1962 he toured Asia, meeting with
high-ranking officials in Taiwan, Paki-
stan, and Turkey to gauge their loy-
alty to the West and opposition to the
Communist menace Iin Asia. South
Vietnam, he thought, was in trouble
because Communist infiltration could
not be stopped.

He was also selected as a delegate to
the annual sessions of the Inter-
parliamentary Union in 1959, 1963, 1964,
and 1965.

During his congressional service, he
rose to ranking Republican member on
House Veterans by 1966 in the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs and was also
in the Committee on Committees.

Some of his legislative victories, in-
cluding ushering President Nixon’s
major proposals on pollution control,
introducing legislation to provide tax
incentives for voluntary efforts to curb
pollution, and assisting the city of
Fort Wayne in obtaining funds for
storm sewers. He also introduced and
helped pass the Peace With Justice res-
olution, a resolution condemning the
treatment of American prisoners of
war by the North Vietnamese Com-
munists and a bill to implement Presi-
dent Nixon’s plan to curb plane hijack-
ing. He also led efforts which he
bragged about in every campaign to
slash millions of dollars of wasteful
foreign-aid spending.

He lost his final campaign in 1970,
but Senator Hruska paid a final tribute
to him by saying, ‘“Ross Adair made
his mark as a Congressman’s Congress-
man, quiet, hard-working and effective.
One of the great things about Adair
was his ability to conciliate differences
and effect agreements between bitter
political enemies.”

After his departure from Congress,
President Nixon appointed Adair as
U.S. ambassador to Ethiopia, a post he
held until 1974, just before the Ethio-
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erupted, deposing
His Majesty, Haile

pian revolution
American ally,
Selassie.
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Thereafter, he returned to Indiana,
where he continued his practice as a
senior partner in the law firm of Adair,
Perry, Beers, McAlister, and Mallers.

He was also tapped in 1976 by former
Governor Otis R. Bowen to serve on the
Governor’s Privacy Commission, and
he also served on an advisory com-
mittee for President Ford’s re-election
campaign.

Ros Adair received honorary Doctor
of Laws degrees from Indiana Univer-
sity of Technology in 1964 and from In-
diana University in 1982. He was a
member of the Southgate Masonic
Lodge, Forest Park Methodist Church,
Mizpah Temple, and Scottish Rite Ca-
thedral. In 1966, he received the 33rd
Degree, the highest honor in Scottish
Rite. He died in Fort Wayne in October
of 1983.

I have also received a few letters
from some of his long-time friends |
want to read.

““Ross Adair spent most of his adult
life in service to his country and its
citizens. He was a lawyer, soldier, Rep-
resentative, ambassador. It seems fit-
ting that a Federal building be named
to honor his service and his loyalty.”

That was from Susan Prickett, the
wife of his longtime chief of staff. She
edited the Albion paper after her hus-
band died, and she passed away just a
few months ago. | was hoping she
would be able to see us name this
building. I am glad we got to put her
tribute in the RECORD.

Orvas Beers, his longtime law part-
ner, cousin, and close friend, wrote “I
am writing in support of this legisla-
tion to designate the Federal building
after E. Ross Adair. | think this is a
great idea.

“National recognition of our former
congressman and United States Ambas-
sador to Ethiopia is long overdue. He
dedicated well over 20 years of his life
to public service in both Congress and
as ambassador. His accomplishments

were outstanding. His integrity
and statesmanship are unmatched.
Ross was among the finest Congress-
men ever to represent Northeast Indi-
ana. As a former law partner of Ross,
and former chairman of the Republican
party of Allen County, | am proud to
have known him and worked for his
elections.

Ross Adair’s word was as good as his
name. He meant what he said, and said
what he meant. A handshake and his
word closed many solid agreements. He
served our country during a time when
political machines were a big part of
how this Nation functioned. Yet, Ross’s
honesty and integrity were never ques-
tioned. He was a fine man. Republicans
and Democrats alike were well rep-
resented by Ross Adair.”

Ken Meyers writes that E. Ross Adair
will finally get the recognition he de-
served. He tells a story. He was a Re-
publican County Chairman of Steuben
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County, a county to the north of Fort
Wayne, in 1950.

He said, at the time Ross was nomi-
nated he was not familiar ‘“‘outside
Allen and Noble Counties—but not for
long. His sincere friendly campaigning
won him the nomination and election
in November.

“E. Ross Adair represented all the
people in the district; Republican,
Democrat, or Independent received the
same attention and consideration. On
important legislative matters he was
in constant contact with his constitu-
ents. He read and studied the legisla-
tion before the House.

““One personal incident proved to me
that he did his ‘homework.” A popular
piece of legislation was before the
House that would be beneficial to his
district. Ross voted against it. As
county chairman, | questioned his
vote. His reply was, ‘Ken, a last-minute
amendment was attached to it that
made it unacceptable.” When he ex-
plained what the amendment was and
what it would do, | was proud he was
our Congressman.

“The election in 1958 was an indica-
tion of his popularity in Steuben Coun-
ty. Statewide, the 1958 election was a
disaster for Republicans in Indiana.
Ross was roughly 1,100 votes behind
until little Steuben County’s 1,400 plu-
rality sent him back to Washington,
where he remained for 12 more years.

“E. Ross Adair’s morals and integrity
were of the highest. | have often won-
dered what our country would be like if
all 535 Members of Congress and yes,
the President, too, had the same level
of morals, integrity, and dedication as
E. Ross Adair.”

Walter Helmke, a longtime State
Senator, father of the immediate past
mayor of Fort Wayne and son of the
former district chairman and congres-
sional candidate, wrote, ‘““Congressman
Adair served the Fourth Congressional
District with high distinction . . . hav-
ing been elected 10 times to the office
of Fourth District Representative. |
knew him well during the entire 20-
year period that he served. He was al-
ways responsive to his constituents,
and, | believe, represented the senti-
ments and beliefs of his constituents to
an extraordinary degree.

“During 8 of the 20 years that Ross
served as Congressman, | served as
Prosecuting Attorney of Allen County,
and had occasion to call on him for as-
sistance and information a number of
times. He always provided me with as-
sistance and support without hesi-
tation.

““After his distinguished career in the
United States Congress, he ably served
the United States government as the
U.S. ambassador to Ethiopia until the
emperor of Ethiopia was deposed.”’

The last letter | would like to read is
from Marta Gabre-Tsadick. She is the
only female senator to have ever served
when Haile Selassie was head of Ethi-
opia. She writes, “We at Project
Mercy,” a project that continues today
based and working out of Fort Wayne
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to help those impoverished people who
need health care and other things in
Ethiopia, ‘““wholeheartedly support this
initiative to commemorate a man who
not only gave 20 years of his life to
serving his country as Congressman,
but reached international boundaries
as a great Ambassador to Ethiopia. His
service there impacted all African
countries through his interaction with
the Organization of African Unity,
headquartered at Addis Ababa, Ethi-
opia. We are grateful for his service.

“In retrospect, | can think of no one
who has contributed more to this area,
or anyone who could possibly deserve
this honor more than our mutual
friend and mentor, E. Ross Adair.”

When Haile Selassie fell, roughly
one-third of the senate in Ethiopia
came to Fort Wayne, Indiana, because
Ross Adair meant to them America,
and where freedom was. I and many
others heard the stories of peoples’
heads being chopped off and watching
their kids die. Ross Adair represented
the values, as do so many of our am-
bassadors, of America abroad, not only
here in this Chamber.

It is a tremendous honor and distinc-
tion for me today to be the United
States Congressman from the Fourth
District to sponsor this bill to have our
Federal building and courthouse named
after E. Ross Adair.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATOURETTE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
2412.

The question was taken.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, on
that | demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

AARON E. HENRY FEDERAL
BUILDING AND UNITED STATES
POST OFFICE

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1279) to designate the Federal
building and the United States post of-
fice located at 223 Sharkey Street in
Clarksdale, Mississippi, as the ‘““Aaron
E. Henry Federal Building and United
States Post Office,”” as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1279

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The Federal building and United States court-
house located at 236 Sharkey Street in Clarks-
dale, Mississippi, shall be known and des-
ignated as the ‘““Aaron E. Henry Federal Build-
ing and United States Courthouse™.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, doc-

ument, paper, or other record of the United
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States to the Federal building and United States
courthouse referred to in section 1 shall be
deemed to be a reference to the ‘““‘Aaron E. Henry
Federal Building and United States Court-
house™”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE).

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill, H.R. 1279, as
amended, designates the Federal Build-
ing and United States Courthouse lo-
cated in Clarksdale, Mississippi, as the
Aaron E. Henry Federal Building and
United States Courthouse.

Dr. Henry was born in Clarksdale,
Mississippi, in 1921, and attended local
schools. He served in the United States
Army, after which he returned to
school and earned a degree in phar-
macy from the Xavier University in
1950.

In 1953, Dr. Henry organized the local
branch of the NAACP, and served as
the State NAACP president from 1960
until 1993. He was instrumental in cre-
ating an integrated political system in
Mississippi. He also participated in the
Freedom Rider Movement, which led to
the passage of the public accommoda-
tions sections of the Civil Rights Act of
1964.

In 1979, Dr. Henry was elected to the
Mississippi House of Representatives,
and held this office for 2 additional
terms.

The naming of this Federal complex
is a fitting tribute to a distinguished
African-American. | support the bill. |
urge the passage of this bill, and | urge
my colleagues to support the bill.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1279 is a bill to des-
ignate the Federal building in Clarks-
dale, Mississippi, as the Aaron Henry
Federal Building and United States
Courthouse.

Dr. Aaron Henry was a civil rights
pioneer, a thoughtful mentor, scholar,
and great humanitarian. He led an ac-
tive, committed, exemplary life.

After attending local public schools,
he joined the Armey in 1942 and was a
veteran of World War Il. After the war,
he attended and graduated from Xavier
University in New Orleans. In 1953, Dr.
Henry organized the Coahoma County
Branch of the NAACP, and served as
the State NAACP president from 1960
to 1993.

During the 1960s, he participated in
the Freedom Rider Movement and in
the Mississippi Freedom Summer’s
nonviolent campaigns of public protest.

Dr. Henry served on numerous
boards, such as the Executive Com-
mittee of the NAACP, the Federal
Council on Aging, and the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference. Ac-
knowledging his contributions as a
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civil rights leader in 1979, the citizens
of Coahoma County elected him to the
Mississippi House of Representatives,
where he was reelected in 1983 and 1987.

Dr. Henry was instrumental in secur-
ing passage of legislation that created
the Office of Economic Opportunity,
and was a strong advocate and spokes-
man for the Job Corps and Head Start.

Dr. Henry was an active member of
the Haven United Methodist Church,
serving as its lay leader. He was com-
mitted to his community and edu-
cational and civic issues throughout
his life.

It is most fitting and proper that we
support the gentleman from Mississippi
(Mr. THoMPSON) and honor the great
contributions of Dr. Henry. | urge pas-
sage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate
our colleague, the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. THoOMPSON), for bringing
this important legislation to the floor
of the House.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from  Mississippi  (Mr.
THOMPSON), the sponsor of this bill.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, today is a very special day for
me. Today we will vote on the passage
of H.R. 1279, a bill to rename the Fed-
eral Building and Post Office in Clarks-
dale, Mississippi, after one of Mis-
sissippi’s most notable pioneers in the
civil rights movement, Dr. Aaron E
Henry.

I might add that | have known Dr.
Henry all of my adult life. Until his un-
timely death, Dr. Henry served as a
role model for all of us in the State of
Mississippi and the country as a whole
for those who believed in fair play and
justice.

Dr. Henry’s role in the civil rights
movement is well documented. His role
in the political arena in the State of
Mississippi is well documented. His leg-
acy lives on.

Many of us could not, as early public
officials, go on TV locally. Dr. Henry,
through his efforts, challenged the li-
cense of local stations in order for Afri-
can-Americans to buy time on TV. His
legacy is one that we all are proud of.

Mr. Speaker, as the sponsor of this
legislation and also the Representative
of Clarksdale, Mississippi, | am happy
to see this legislation move forward. |
am happy to see the bipartisan support
that it has received. | look forward to
the passage of this bill.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN).

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentlewoman for yielding time to me.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be able
to join the gentleman from Mississippi
(Mr. THomMmPsoN) and all of the others
who are supporting this legislation.
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Mr. Speaker, | first saw Aaron Henry
in action in the 1960s, in the battle
within the Democratic Party, and at
the convention of the Mississippi Free-
dom Democratic Party for Equality
and for Integration.

In the early 1970s, | had the oppor-
tunity to work with him in Mississippi
as part of what we called the Mis-
sissippi-Michigan Alliance. It was an
effort to spark registration within Mis-
sissippi, and to try to make sure that
all voices there were heard.

During those joyful days that | spent
with him at his home with his beloved
family and at his drugstore on Fourth
Street, | had the chance to come to
know him firsthand.

Aaron Henry had a dream, a dream of
an integrated America, a dream where
everybody counted. He lived to achieve
that dream. He lived a life of good
works. He was instrumental in the
founding of the NAACP in Mississippi.
He also, as we know, as we have heard,
ran for office in Mississippi and was
elected to the House of Representa-
tives, which was a proud day for Mis-
sissippi.

Aaron Henry came a good long way
in his life, and America has come a
considerable way on that path of an in-
tegrated America because of the likes
of Aaron Henry. Today we take another
step along that path. | am honored to
join the gentlewoman from Nevada
(Ms. BERKLEY) and the gentleman from

Mississippi (Mr. THOMPSON) and the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LATOURETTE).

Mr. Speaker, | close by just briefly
referring back to what | had the chance
to enter into the RECORD after the
passing of Aaron Henry.
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| said at that point, ““Hopefully, his
native State will mourn him across its
cities and its farms. He was born in its
rural land, toiled in one of its impor-
tant towns, and journeyed it through-
out from border to border. His legacy is
his hopefulness. The task now of his be-
loved State, of his beloved Nation, and
of all of us who loved him is to keep his
faith and continue his battle.”

Today, with the naming of the build-
ing in Clarksdale in his honor, it is an-
other small step in the battle that in-
volved and really enmeshed the life of
Aaron Henry.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON).

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms.
BERKLEY) for yielding me this time,
and | thank and congratulate the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. THOMP-
SON) for sponsoring this bill.

Mr. Speaker, there are many ways to
mark a Nation’s milestones. Naming a
public building for Dr. Aaron Henry is
one such way for me.

I first met Aaron Henry in 1963 when,
as a law student and member of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
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mittee, | went into the delta in Mis-

sissippi to work in the civil rights
movement one summer. The civil
rights movement had circled the

South, but had not penetrated the
“Black Belt’” deep in the Mississippi
Delta.

I met the President of the NAACP at
the time, Aaron Henry. To be President
of the NAACP in Mississippi was itself
an act of conspicuous courage. It
marked a man, both as a marked man
and a brave man.

The next year | graduated from law
school and became one of the lawyers
that summer for the Mississippi Free-
dom Democratic Party, of which Aaron
Henry was the chairman. | went to my
files and discovered the brief | filed be-
fore the Credentials Committee on be-
half of Aaron Henry and the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party to be ad-
mitted into my party, the Democratic
Party, on behalf of these Mississippi
citizens.

What Aaron Henry and the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Democratic Party did
is itself a milestone in the Nation’s his-
tory, because it assured that both par-
ties would now be open to delegates of
all races.

Aaron Henry lived such a life to go
from the very outside as the head of
the NAACP, all the while a working
pharmacist in his own drugstore in
Clarksdale, to becoming a member of
the Mississippi House of Representa-
tives. From the NAACP and civil rights
leader, fighting words, in Mississippi,
to representative of the people of
Clarksdale, Mississippi.

When | went back to Mississippi a
number of years later as Chairman of
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, Aaron Henry had become
a true insider. Aaron Henry arranged
for a reception for me sponsored by the
Governor in the Governor’s mansion.
Mr. Speaker, when | first met Aaron
Henry, the closest he and | could get to
the Governor’s mansion was to picket
it.

Aaron Henry had gone from chal-
lenger to change-maker and had him-
self created much of the change in the
State of Mississippi.

He lived to see a peaceful revolution
occur in his State, including his own
election to the State legislature. All of
this was simply unthinkable in the
Mississippi in which Aaron Henry was
born in 1922. So was naming a building
for Aaron Henry.

But naming a Federal building by
this body is normally an estimate of
the man. However, the Aaron E. Henry
Federal Building and Post Office is
likely to be regarded as far more than
that. The naming of a building for Dr.
Henry evokes a milestone in the his-
tory of Mississippi and of our country.
The triumph of racial struggle and har-
mony over racial segregation and divi-
sion. There is no better way, no better
person to symbolize this progress than
Aaron Henry.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | have
no additional requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.
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Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATOURETTE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
1279, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: “A bill to designate the
Federal building and United States
courthouse located at 236 Sharkey
Street in Clarksdale, Mississippi, as
the ‘Aaron E. Henry Federal Building
and United States Courthouse’.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 2412 and H.R. 1279, as
amended, the measures just considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE
OF TAIWAN FOR SUCCESSFUL
CONCLUSION OF PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS AND REAFFIRMING
UNITED STATES POLICY TO-
WARD TAIWAN AND PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res 292)
congratulating the people of Taiwan
for the successful conclusion of presi-
dential elections on March 18, 2000, and
reaffirming United States policy to-
ward Taiwan and the People’s Republic
of China, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RESs. 292

Whereas section 2(c) of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act (Public Law 96-8) states ‘‘[t]he
preservation and enhancement of the human
rights of all the people on Taiwan’ to be an
objective of the United States;

Whereas Taiwan has become a multiparty
democracy in which all citizens have the
right to participate freely in the political
process;

Whereas the people of Taiwan have, by
their vigorous participation in electoral
campaigns and public debate, strengthened
the foundations of a free and democratic way
of life;

Whereas Taiwan successfully conducted a
presidential election on March 18, 2000;

Whereas President Lee Teng-hui of Taiwan
has actively supported the consolidation of
democratic institutions and processes in Tai-
wan since 1988 when he became head of state;

Whereas this election represents the first
such transition of national office from one
elected leader to another in the history of
Chinese societies;

Whereas the continued democratic devel-
opment of Taiwan is a matter of funda-
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mental importance to the advancement of
United States interests in East Asia and is
supported by the United States Congress and
the American people;

Whereas a stable and peaceful security en-
vironment in East Asia is essential to the
furtherance of democratic developments in
Taiwan and other countries, as well as to the
protection of human rights throughout the
region;

Whereas since 1972 United States policy to-
ward the People’s Republic of China has been
predicated upon, as stated in section 2(b)(3)
of the Taiwan Relations Act, ‘“‘the expecta-
tion that the future of Taiwan will be deter-
mined by peaceful means”’;

Whereas section 2(b)(6) of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act further pledges ‘‘to maintain the
capacity of the United States to resist any
resort to force or other forms of coercion
that would jeopardize the security, or the so-
cial or economic system, of the people of
Taiwan’’;

Whereas on June 9, 1998, the House of Rep-
resentatives voted unanimously to adopt
House Concurrent Resolution 270 that called
upon the President of the United States to
seek ‘“‘a public renunciation by the People’s
Republic of China of any use of force, or
threat to use force, against democratic Tai-
wan’’;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has
consistently refused to renounce the use of
force against Taiwan;

Whereas the State Council, an official
organ at the highest level of the Government
of the People’s Republic of China, issued a
“white paper” on February 21, 2000, which
threatened ‘“‘to adopt all drastic measures
possible, including the use of force,” if Tai-
wan indefinitely delays entering into nego-
tiations with the People’s Republic of China
on the issue of reunification; and

Whereas the February 21, 2000, statement
by the State Council significantly escalates
tensions across the Taiwan Straits and sets
forth a new condition that has not here-
tofore been stated regarding the conditions
that would prompt the People’s Republic of
China to use force against Taiwan: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) the people of Taiwan are to be con-
gratulated for the successful conclusion of
presidential elections on March 18, 2000, and
for their continuing efforts in developing and
sustaining a free, democratic society which
respects human rights and embraces free
markets;

(2) President Lee Teng-hui of Taiwan is to
be congratulated for his significant contribu-
tions to freedom and democracy on Taiwan;

(3) President-elect Chen Shui-bian and
Vice President-elect Annette Hsiu-lien Lu of
Taiwan are to be congratulated for their vic-
tory, and they have the strong support and
best wishes of the House of Representatives
and the American people for a successful ad-
ministration;

(4) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the People’s Republic of
China should abandon its provocative
threats against Taiwan and undertake steps
that would lead to a substantive dialogue,
including a renunciation of the use of force
against Taiwan and progress toward democ-
racy, the rule of law, and protection of
human and religious rights in the People’s
Republic of China; and

(5) the provisions of the Taiwan Relations
Act (Public Law 96-8) are hereby affirmed as
the legal standard by which United States
policy toward Taiwan shall be determined.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
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tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY),
the distinguished majority leader who
has taken a great deal of time in focus-
ing attention on the Taiwan problem.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GILMAN) for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, the House today is com-
memorating a very, very special event:
The first democratic election leading
to a transfer of power in the 5,000-year
history of the Chinese people.

This is, indeed, a momentous event
not only for the Chinese, not only for
Taiwan, but for the cause of democracy
itself. It was not that long ago, Mr.
Speaker, that many people believed
that democracy may be a dying creed.
I remember as recently as 1984, one
French philosopher respected by some
friends of mine wrote that the era of
democracy may be, and | quote, ‘“‘a
brief parenthesis that is even now clos-
ing before our eyes.”

There was a popular view, shared by
conservative pessimists as well as left-
wing revolutionaries, that some form
of dictatorship was the only alter-
native to even worse forms of govern-
ment.

At best, these people believed that
democracy was only appropriate for
some cultures, but not for most.
Though they rarely said so, what they
really meant was that it was only suit-
ed for some kinds of people and not for
others. Certainly, not for Asians who,
it was said, had unique ‘“Asian values.”
That made democracy unsuited for
them and they unsuited for democracy.

Well, Mr. Speaker, how wrong they
were. The Taiwan elections vindicate
once again the great wisdom of the
American founding fathers when they
wrote these wonderful words that “All
men are created equal” and all men
‘‘are endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights.”’

Mr. Speaker, freedom and democracy
are not more precious for our culture
than they are for the people of other
cultures. There are no alien values that
lead some people to prefer dictatorship
over self-government. Freedom and de-
mocracy are, in fact, the shared aspira-
tions of all human beings everywhere,
from Athens to England to America in-
deed to all of Asia.

Taiwan can now serve as a shining
example to the unfree people in its part
of the world. It shows that democracy
works in a Chinese culture. It shows
that democracy can resist threats and
bullying from abroad. It shows that de-
mocracy is the only way that a Nation
can be both rich and free.

Mr. Speaker, let me add that even as
we rejoice in Taiwan’s democratic suc-
cess, we also wish to aid all the Chinese
people as they seek greater freedom,
and that includes those in the People’s
Republic of China. It is for this reason
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we are doing everything possible to
pass Permanent Normal Trade Rela-
tions for China. We know that free and
open trade will help make China an
open and free society. We will pass
PNTR, and we will do it this year.

Mr. Speaker, the House today is
pleased to offer our heartfelt congratu-
lations to the people of Taiwan and to
their new president and vice president-
elect. All the world should know that
the people of Taiwan and their demo-
cratic government enjoy the friend-
ship, admiration, and support of the
government of the United States.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume to
thank the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ARMEY) the distinguished majority
leader, for his supportive remarks with
regard to this resolution.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the election of the
Democratic Progressive Party’s Chen
Shui-bian and Annette Lu is truly an
historic event with profound and mov-
ing implications for Taiwan’s people.
The race was more than a race between
and among candidates. It was a race
between the people of Taiwan and the
Beijing leadership.

Despite Beijing’s protests, despite
even its threats, this election signified
the long-standing commitment of Tai-
wan to democratic ideals. | would like
to extend my congratulations to the
people of Taiwan in their success in
conducting a free and a fair election.

On March 15, only three days before
the election, the premier of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, Zhu Rongji,
held a news conference which intensi-
fied China’s threats of violence if Tai-
wan were to elect a pro-independence
candidate and move away from the
People’s Republic of China ‘‘one China”
policy. This act was only the latest
demonstration of China’s attempts to
corrupt the Taiwanese democratic
process. But as a sign of desire for po-
litical change and faith in democracy,
the voters of Taiwan overcame any
fears of foreign threats and elected a
candidate they felt would best lead
Taiwan into the 21st century.

| applaud President-elect Chen’s im-
mediate overtures to improve the situ-
ation with China. Already he has in-
vited President Jiang Zemin to visit
Taiwan, and he has suggested abol-
ishing Taiwan’s ban on direct trade
with China.

Beijing must now also exercise re-
straint and start accepting the reality
that there are two sovereign countries
facing the Taiwan Strait.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. should support
the strides Taiwan’s new leadership is
making toward establishing a peaceful
Taiwan and toward making it abso-
lutely clear that the issues between
China and Taiwan must be resolved
peacefully and must be resolved with
the assent of the people of Taiwan.

I had the pleasure last April in my
office of meeting now President-elect
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Chen. He is a man of great ability and
representative in many ways of modern
Taiwan. | am confident his administra-
tion will provide the necessary leader-
ship in these difficult and sensitive
times for his country.

I look forward to working with him,
as | am sure all of us in this body do,
in improving relations between the
United States and the Republic of Tai-
wan.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from San Dimas, California
(Mr. DREIER), the distinguished chair-
man of the Committee on Rules.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, | con-
gratulate the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN) on this resolution,
House Concurrent Resolution 292, and
thank him for his leadership on this
important issue and his vigorous pur-
suit of freedom over the many years he
has been serving in the Congress. | also
thank the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) for his support of the resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, it is all designed to con-
gratulate the people of Taiwan for the
very successful election that they real-
ized a week ago last Saturday. What is
important to note, Mr. Speaker, is that
this ground-breaking election marks
the first transition from one political
party to another in the 5,000-year his-
tory of the Chinese civilization. Let me
say that again. This election that we
have just observed marks the first
transition from one political party to
another in the 5,000-year history of
Chinese civilization. That is an ex-
traordinary accomplishment.

In fact, it is important to note that
this largely peaceful transition that we
have observed over the last decade and
a half from an authoritarian regime, to
what we have now witnessed as full de-
mocracy and a transition from one po-
litical party to another, is one of the
greatest victories of the 20th century
when it comes to our vigorous pursuit
of political pluralism worldwide. One
which | think it is important to note
goes hand in hand with the very impor-
tant economic reforms and ties that
the United States of America has had
with Taiwan.
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It does go hand-in-hand. And | think
that we all know that the very vig-
orous public debate that was spawned
by competitive elections has played a
role in strengthening the foundations
for a free and democratic way of life.
And we are witnessing that right now
on Taiwan.

The recent election of President-
elect Chen sends, | believe, a very
strong and positive message that de-
mocracy works in China. It works in
Asia. It works in a Chinese society. We
all hope very much that it will be able
to expand on to the mainland.

Mr. Speaker, without a doubt, there
are many very, very tough domestic
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challenges that President-elect Chen
will be facing as he takes over the reins
in Taiwan. However, it is key to recog-
nize that one of his very first public
statements came in an interview that
he did with my hometown newspaper,
the Los Angeles Times, | do not call it
the Chicago Tribune yet; but it is the
Los Angeles Times, where he did a
very, very important interview stating
that he strongly supports mainland
China’s accession to the World Trade
Organization, which, obviously, as we
all know, is the global, rules-based
trading system, which would allow for
the elimination of tariff barriers so
that the rest of the world can gain ac-
cess to the 1.3 billion consumers in
China.

We know that following China’s ac-
cession to the World Trade Organiza-
tion, we will see Taiwan immediately
join the WTO. And the People’s Repub-
lic of China has supported that.

It is important to note that imme-
diately following his election, Presi-
dent-elect Chen said that he strongly
supported the idea of China acceding to
the WTO. He recognizes that the eco-
nomic fates of both Taiwan and main-
land China are inextricably tied. In
fact, not many people are aware of the
fact there are nearly 46,000 businesses
on mainland China that are owned by
Taiwanese.

In fact, the single largest supplier of
foreign direct investment to mainland
China happens to be the island of 22
million people of Taiwan. The commer-
cial relations with its cross-strait
neighbor are vital to the continued
prosperity of mainland China and of
Taiwan.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I am certain
that this House is united behind the
principle that the future of Taiwan be
determined in a manner that is both
peaceful and mutually agreeable to the
people on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait.

We as a Nation stand firmly behind
the 1979 Taiwan Relations Act. Mili-
tary action, threatened or actual, is
clearly the wrong way to proceed. And
I believe that this election sends a
strong signal that we can and, in fact,
see improved relations there.

| congratulate President Chen for the
strong steps that he has taken to bring
the temperature down and to work to-
wards what we hope will be peaceful as-
sociation there.

| thank my friend for yielding me the
time. Again, | appreciate his strong
leadership on this very important
issue.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | want to
thank the gentleman from California
(Chairman DREIER) for his strong sup-
portive remarks with regard to the
People’s Republic of China.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to yield as much time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER), the distin-
guished chairman of our subcommittee
on Asia and the Pacific.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the chairman for yielding me
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the time. | rise in strong support of
House Concurrent Resolution 292, the
resolution introduced by the distin-
guished majority leader, Mr. ARMEY,
which congratulates the people of Tai-
wan and Taiwan’s leaders for the suc-
cessful conclusion of their presidential
election on March 18.

Indeed, this election represents, as
the majority leader and the Committee
on Rules chairman just indicated, the
first such democratic transition to
high national office, one elected leader
to another, in the very long history of
Chinese society. That fact bears re-
peating.

The people of Taiwan are to be con-
gratulated for their continuing efforts
in developing and sustaining a free
democratic society which respects
human rights and embraces free mar-
kets.

Contrary to the claims of those try-
ing to defend Communism and other
authoritarian forms of government,
this election demonstrates that democ-
racy clearly could work in the People’s
Republic of China, and it explains the
reason why the Chinese people increas-
ingly yearn for democracy and could
flourish under it.

The success of democracy in Taiwan
is, indeed, a powerful model for the
mainland. This resolution, which was
expeditiously considered last week
without opposition in the Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific,
which this Member chairs, and subse-
quently in the full Committee on Inter-
national Relations, also acknowledges
that a stable and peaceful security en-
vironment in East Asia is essential to
the furtherance of democratic develop-
ments in the Taiwan area and in other
countries. It reaffirms U.S. policy re-
garding Taiwan as set forth in the Tai-
wan Relations Act.

In this regard, the resolution appro-
priately, this Member believes, ex-
presses the sense of Congress that the
People’s Republic of China should re-
frain from making provocative threats
against Taiwan and should instead un-
dertake steps that would lead to sub-
stantive dialogue, including a renunci-
ation of the use of force against Tai-
wan, the encouragement of democracy,
the rule of law, and the protection of
human and religious rights in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

Mr. Speaker, this Member is encour-
aged that since the election in Taiwan,
Beijing has curtailed, to a certain de-
gree, its aggressive and unhelpful rhet-
oric and appears again, to a certain de-
gree, to be extending the offer for a re-
newed dialogue.

It is hoped that this is an offer which
is offered in, in fact, good faith. Across
the Taiwan Strait, President-elect
Chen and others in Taipei are also call-
ing for renewed dialogue and are al-
ready proposing the kind of responsible
statesman-like policies that could ex-
pand and accelerate this dialogue.

Mr. Speaker, this is a timely, nec-
essary, and straightforwardly positive
resolution that sends an important
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message to both Beijing and Taipei. As
a cosponsor of H. Con. Res. 292, this
Member urges his colleagues to support
the resolution.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from Nebreska (Mr. BE-
REUTER) for his supportive remarks.

Mr. Speaker, how much time do we
have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The gentleman from New York
has 8 minutes remaining.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
have no further speakers, but | reserve
the balance of my time.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 292.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise in support of House Con-
current Resolution 292, introduced in
the House by the distinguished gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY), the
majority leader, who has taken an ac-
tive role in our international affairs.

I want to take this opportunity to
congratulate the people of Taiwan on a
successful election and for taking an-
other step in consolidating their demo-
cratic evolution. They should be very
proud of their achievement, registering
a voter turnout of over 80 percent.
They have clearly articulated their de-
termination to build a society of free-
dom and of democracy.

On May 20 of this year, for the first
time in Taiwan’s history of over 400
years, the mantle of executive power
will pass from one democratically
elected president to another. This
should serve as a source of pride for the
Chinese people everywhere.

This peaceful transfer of power will
take place despite the misguided at-
tempts by the government of Beijing to
intimidate Taiwan’s voters and can-
didates and influence the outcome of
their democratic election.

The new government of Chen Shui-
Bian faces many challenges as it as-
cends to office. We look forward to
learning more of his vision for his ad-
ministration.

I want to commend the President-
elect for his proposal of embarking on
a journey of reconciliation with Bei-
jing and his offer to meet with the Chi-
nese leaders. Talks between Taipei and
Beijing should only go forward at a
pace and scope that is acceptable to
both parties.

I want to encourage the PRC to exer-
cise restraint, to avoid fanning the
flames of nationalism over Taiwan in
an effort to divert attention from their
own internal problems, and to open
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substantive dialogue with Taipei, and
to end its history of military threats
toward that island.

As has long been American policy, it
is essential that t