H2168

few short months ago, | can attest that
the Armenian people have triumphed
over tragedy and are building a pros-
perous democracy. It is a nation that
we should be proud to lock arms with
and stand with in the greater cause of
good, and it is for that reason that |
urge my colleagues to join us and sup-
port this important resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HOLT addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent to
claim the time of the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. HOLT).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

JOINT RESOLUTION SUPPORTING
DAY OF HONOR 2000

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, first let me certainly ac-
knowledge the eve of the Armenian
genocide anniversary and say to my
colleagues that all of us should ac-
knowledge such tragic loss of life. But
today | rise to introduce a House Joint
Resolution, H.J. Res. 98, to desighate
May 25, 2000, as a national day of honor
for minority veterans of World War I1.

Seventy-three of my colleagues have
already joined me in cosponsoring this
resolution. | want to extend my thanks
to Senator EDWARD KENNEDY of Massa-
chusetts for joining me by introducing
an identical resolution in the United
States Senate. | am also very proud
that the Day of Honor 2000 Project, a
nonprofit organization based in Massa-
chusetts, has helped enlist the support
of many Americans to make this reso-
lution possible. In fact, those who are
working to propose the World War 11
veterans memorial here in Washington,
D.C. have acknowledged their support
for this very special day. Without the
support of the Day of Honor Project
2000, this resolution could have never
been possible.

The purpose of this joint resolution
is to honor and recognize the service of
minority veterans in the United States
armed forces during World War Il. The
resolution calls upon communities
across the Nation to participate in
celebrations to honor minority vet-
erans on May 25, 2000, and throughout
the year 2000. Our goal is that the Na-
tion will have an opportunity to pause
on May 25, leading up to Memorial
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Day, to express our gratitude to the
veterans of all minority groups who
served the Nation so ably. The day will
be special because we honor those who
fought for the preservation of democ-
racy and our protection of our way of
life.

Unfortunately, many minority vet-
erans never obtained the commensu-
rate recognition that they deserve. We
honor all veterans. We certainly honor
all veterans in World War 11, but it is
important to designate and to honor
those who during those times as they
returned did not receive the fullest of
honor. When we look back to the dark-
est days of World War Il we remember
and revere the acts of courage and per-
sonal sacrifice that each of our soldiers
gave to their Nation to achieve Allied
victory over Nazism and fascism.

In the 1940s, minorities were utilized
in the Allied operation just as any
other Americans. My father-in-law in
fact was part of the Tuskegee Airmen.
Yet we have never adequately recog-
nized the accomplishments of minority
veterans. During the war, at least 1.2
million African American citizens ei-
ther served or sacrificed their lives. In
addition, more than 300,000 Hispanic
Americans, more than 50,000 Asians,
more than 20,000 Native Americans,
more than 6,000 native Hawaiians and
Pacific islanders, and more than 3,000
native Alaskans also served their coun-
try or sacrificed their lives in pre-
serving our freedom during World War
1.

Despite the invidious discrimination
that many minority veterans were sub-
jected to at home, they fought honor-
ably along with all other Americans in-
cluding other nations. An African
American had to answer the call to
duty as others, indeed, possibly sac-
rifice his life; yet he or she enjoyed a
separate but equal status back home.
This is something that we can readily
correct and with this resolution with
the number of cosponsors, | believe
that we can move toward seeing this
honor come to fruition on the floor of
the House.

I would ask my colleagues to readily
sign on to H.J. Res. 98 to be able to
honor these valiant and valuable mem-
bers of our society for all that they
have done. They are American heroes
that deserve recognition for their ef-
forts. For this reason the resolution
specifically asks President Clinton to
issue a proclamation calling upon the
people of the United States to honor
these minority veterans with appro-
priate programs and activities. Mr.
Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in cosponsoring this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to introduce a
House Joint Resolution 98 to designate May
25, 2000, as a national Day of Honor for mi-
nority veterans of World War Il. 73 of my col-
leagues have already joined me in cospon-
soring this resolution.

| want to extend my thanks to Senator ED-
WARD KENNEDY of Massachusetts for joining
me by introducing an identical resolution in the
U.S. Senate.
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| am also very proud that The Day of Honor
2000 Project, a non-profit organization based
in Massachusetts, has helped enlist the sup-
port of many Americans to make this resolu-
tion possible. Without the support of The Day
of Honor Project 2000, this resolution could
have never been possible.

The purpose of this joint resolution is to
honor and recognize the service of minority
veterans in the U.S. Armed Forces during
World War II. The resolution calls upon com-
munities across the nation to participate in
celebrations to honor minority veterans on
May 25, 2000, and throughout the year 2000.
Our goal is that the nation will have an oppor-
tunity to pause on May 25th to express our
gratitude to the veterans of all minority groups
who served the nation so ably.

The day will be special because we honor
those who fought for the preservation of de-
mocracy and our protection of our way of life.
Unfortunately, many minority veterans never
obtained the commensurate recognition that
they deserve.

When we look back to darkest days of
World War Il, we remember and revere the
acts of courage and personal sacrifice that
each of our soldiers gave to their nation to
achieve Allied victory over Nazism and fas-
cism. In the 1940s, minorities were utilized in
the allied operations just as any other Amer-
ican.

Yet, we have never adequately recognized
the accomplishments of minority veterans.
During the war, at least 1,200,000 African
Americans citizens either served or sacrificed
their lives. In addition, more than 300,000 His-
panic Americans, more than 50,000 Asians,
more than 20,000 Native Americans, more
than 6,000 Native Hawaiians and Pacific Is-
landers, and more than 3,000 Native Alaskans
also served their country or sacrificed their
lives in preserving our freedom during World
War II.

Despite the invidious discrimination that
most minority veterans were subjected to at
home, they fought honorably along with all
other Americans, including other nations. An
African American had to answer the call to
duty, indeed possibly sacrifice his life, yet he
or she enjoyed separate but equal status back
home.

Too often, when basic issues of equality
and respect for their service in the war arose,
Jim Crow and racial discrimination replied with
a resounding “no.” This is a sad but very real
chapter of our history.

This all happened, of course, before the
emergence of Dr. Martin Luther King, Sr. in
America. As a nation, we have long since rec-
ognized the unfair treatment of minorities as a
travesty of justice. The enactment of funda-
mental civil rights laws by Congress over the
past half-century have remedied the worst of
these injustices. And this has given us some
hope. But, as we all know, we have yet to give
adequate recognition to the service, struggle,
and sacrifices of these brave Americans who
fought in World War 1l for our future.

For many of these minority veterans, the
memories of World War Il never disappear.
When we lose a loved one, whether it is a
mother, father, sibling, child, or friend, we
often sense that we lose a part of ourselves.
For each of us, the loss of life—whether ex-
pected or not—is not easily surmountable.

Minority veterans had to overcome a great
deal after the war. They not only came back



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-22T09:06:55-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




