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Coffin but to know him personally. He
has had an extraordinary impact on his
community, his state, his country, and
the world. His conscience is like a beacon, which challenges and guides us all.
Not long ago, I celebrated my 60th
birthday. I hope that 15 years from now
I will be able to look back at my own
life, and look forward to the days
ahead, with the sense of accomplishment, pride, and commitment to equality, justice and peace that William
Sloane Coffin should feel on the occasion of his 75th birthday.
Happy birthday my friend.∑
NATIONAL GRANGE WEEK
∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the Minnesota
members of the National Grange. This
week is Grange Week, which celebrates
the oldest U.S. rural community service,
family-orientated
organization
with a special interest in agriculture.
In recognition of its members in Minnesota, and across the United States, I
want to take this time to reflect on the
accomplishments of the National
Grange during the past 133 years.
Organized in 1867, the National
Grange assisted farmers who were trying to dig out of financial troubles that
plagued them after the Civil War.
Today, this organization continues to
advance the best interests of agriculture and promote the family values
that are rooted so deeply in rural
America.
This commitment is easily seen in
the Grange’s involvement in many
local service projects, such as organizing community response teams to
cope with disasters, assisting in community development revitalization,
volunteering at local schools, and promoting farm and home safety, along
with other important activities.
In my home state of Minnesota, the
State Grange has been influential in
the development of many key projects
and services since 1867. Around the
turn of the century, the State Grange
played a crucial role in helping farmers
and people in rural areas get home delivery of their mail and take part in
rural electrification projects. They
also helped form the University of Minnesota School of Agriculture.
Mr. President, because its members
understand the importance of the family farm and the communities they reside in, it is easy to see why the Grange
has been so successful in its many endeavors. I am pleased to make this
statement on behalf of the Minnesota
Grange, and I wish them well and commend them for their many hours of volunteer service—service that is vital to
all our communities.∑

Larry’s love and devotion to his state
and home town of Brattleboro framed
all of his actions. We in Vermont are
saddened by his loss but heartened by
the legacy that he leaves behind.
Larry’s dedication to public service
began early in his life. As an eighth
grader, he was elected president of his
class and never looked back. Like
many of an earlier generation, Larry
was a self-made man, going to work for
his father immediately after graduating from Brattleboro Union High
School.
Demonstrating a devotion to his
country that would extend throughout
his life, Larry joined the Army and
served in Germany before coming home
to earn his real estate license. In this
profession that he found his true calling, and it is here that he leaves his
biggest footprint on the town of
Brattleboro.
Larry devoted his career to affordable housing and environmentally
friendly developments. His most important projects have included renovating
historic buildings to their original condition while making them viable for
modern day usage.
Larry was a consistent and important champion of affordable housing,
taking the lead on the issue at the age
of thirty as a candidate for Battleboro
town selectman. He then went on to
serve on the Brattleboro Housing Authority for two decades, building and
renovating affordable housing and
apartments throughout the area.
As if his professional and private life
did not take up enough of his time,
Larry was active in every aspect of
town affairs. He has served as president
of the Kiwanis Club and as a corporator
of Brattleboro Memorial Hospital.
Among other activities too numerous
to mention, Larry was a Mason, a
member of the American Legion, the
Shriners, and the Elks.
Before he died, this close friend of
mine gave one last gift to his community. Larry donated a historic home in
the center of Brattleboro to the town’s
historical society for use as its headquarters and museum. Although only a
small part of Larry’s life-long contribution to Brattleboro, the home will
stand as a lasting monument to a man
who devoted his life to the betterment
of his community.
It has been said that we live in deeds,
not years. While Larry died young, his
accomplishments rival those of the oldest of men. He will be missed not only
by Brattleboro and Vermont, but also
by this country, where his life stands
as a shining example for us all. My
deepest condolences go out to Larry’s
devoted Wide, Kathleen, and his four
daughters.∑

LARRY COOKE
∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to an outstanding
Vermonter and good friend, Larry
Cooke, who recently died after a long
illness. Born and raised in Vermont,

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT
Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Evans, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting a withdrawal and
sundry nominations which were referred to the appropriate committees.
(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate proceedings.)
[NOTE: The following message was
signed by the President on Tuesday,
April 25, 2000 and received in the Senate on Wednesday, April 26, 2000.]
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REPORT OF THE VETO OF THE NUCLEAR WASTE POLICY AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2000—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT—PM 101
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was ordered to be spread
upon the Journal.
To the Senate of the United States:
I am returning herewith without my
approval S. 1287, the ‘‘Nuclear Waste
Policy Amendments Act of 2000.’’
The overriding goal of the Federal
Government’s high-level radioactive
waste management policy is the establishment of a permanent, geologic repository. This policy not only addresses commercial spent nuclear fuel but
also advances our non-proliferation efforts by providing an option for disposal of surplus plutonium from nuclear weapons stockpiles and an alternative to reprocessing. It supports our
national defense by allowing continuing operation of our nuclear navy,
and it is essential for the cleanup of
the Department of Energy’s nuclear
weapons complex.
Since 1993, my Administration has
been conducting a rigorous world-class
scientific and technical program to
evaluate the suitability of the Yucca
Mountain, Nevada, site for use as a repository. The work being done at
Yucca Mountain represents a significant scientific and technical undertaking, and public confidence in this
first-of-a-kind effort is essential.
Unfortunately, the bill passed by the
Congress will do nothing to advance
the scientific program at Yucca Mountain or promote public confidence in
the decision of whether or not to recommend the site for a repository in
2001. Instead, this bill could be a step
backward in both respects. The bill
would limit the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) authority to issue
radiation
standards
that
protect
human health and the environment and
would prohibit the issuance of EPA’s
final standards until June 2001. EPA’s
current intent is to issue final radiation standards this summer so that
they will be in place well in advance of
the Department of Energy’s recommendation in 2001 on the suitability
of the Yucca Mountain site.
There is no scientific reason to delay
issuance of these final radiation standards beyond the last year of this Administration; in fact, waiting until
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next year to issue these standards
could have the unintended effect of delaying a recommendation on whether
or not to go forward with Yucca Mountain. The process for further review of
the EPA standards laid out in the bill
passed by the Congress would simply
create duplicative and unnecessary layers of bureaucracy by requiring additional review by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the National
Academy of Sciences, even though both
have already provided detailed comments to the EPA. This burdensome
process would add time, but would do
nothing to advance the state of scientific knowledge about the Yucca
Mountain site.
Finally, the bill passed by the Congress does little to minimize the potential for continued claims against the
Federal Government for damages as a
result of the delay in accepting spent
fuel from utilities. In particular, the
bill does not include authority to take
title to spent fuel at reactor sites,
which my Administration believes
would have offered a practical nearterm solution to address the contractual obligation to utilities and minimize the potential for lengthy and
costly proceedings against the Federal
Government. Instead, the bill would
impose substantial new requirements
on the Department of Energy without
establishing sufficient funding mechanisms to meet those obligations. In effect, these requirements would create
new unfunded liabilities for the Department.
My Administration remains committed to resolving the complex and
important issue of nuclear waste disposal in a timely and sensible manner
consistent with sound science and protection of public health, safety, and the
environment. We have made considerable progress in the scientific evaluation of the Yucca Mountain site and
the Department of Energy is close to
completing the work needed for a decision. It is critical that we develop the
capability to permanently dispose of
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste, and I believe we are on a
path to do that. Unfortunately, the bill
passed by the Congress does not advance these basic goals.
WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 25, 2000.
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS
The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and documents, which were referred as indicated:
EC–8649. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Management and Information,
Office of Policy, Planning and Evaluation,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fenpropathrin, Pesticide Tolerance’’
(FRL # 6554–4), received April 18, 2000; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.
EC–8650. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Management and Information,

Office of Policy, Planning and Evaluation,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Thiabendazole; Extension of Tolerance for Emergency Exemptions’’ (FRL #
6554–6), received April 18, 2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8651. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Analysis and Development,
Policy and Program Development, Animal
and Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Change in
Disease Status of Japan Because of Rinderpest and Foot-and-Mouth Disease’’ (Docket #
00–031–1), received April 13, 2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8652. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Analysis and Development,
Policy and Program Development, Animal
and Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Change in
Disease Status of the Republic of Korea Because of Rinderpest and Foot-and-Mouth Disease’’ (Docket # 00–033–1) , received April 13,
2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8653. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Analysis and Development,
Policy and Program Development, Animal
and Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled
‘‘Pseudorabies in Swine; Payment of Indemnity’’ (Docket # 98–123–6), received April 13,
2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8654. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Analysis and Development,
Policy and Program Development, Animal
and Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Mexican
Fruit Fly Regulations; Removal of Regulated Area’’ (Docket # 99–075–3), received
April 13, 2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8655. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Analysis and Development,
Policy and Program Development, Animal
and Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Importation of Wood Chips from Chile’’ (Docket # 96–
031–2), received April 24, 2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8656. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Analysis and Development,
Policy and Program Development, Animal
and Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Change in
Disease Status of the Republic of South Africa Because of Rinderpest and Foot-andMouth Disease’’ (Docket # 98–029–2), received
April 19, 2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8657. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Analysis and Development,
Policy and Program Development, Animal
and Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Change in
Disease Status of the Republic of Korea Because of Rinderpest and Foot-and-Mouth Disease’’ (Docket # 00–033–1), received April 19,
2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8658. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Analysis and Development,
Policy and Program Development, Animal
and Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled
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‘‘Pseudorabies in Swine; Payment of Indemnity’’ (Docket # 98–123–6), received April 19,
2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8659. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Analysis and Development,
Policy and Program Development, Animal
and Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Mexican
Fruit Fly Regulations; Removal of Regulated Area’’ (Docket # 99–075–3), received
April 19, 2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8660. A communication from the Office
of Regulatory Analysis and Development,
Policy and Program Development, Animal
and Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Change in
Disease Status of Japan Because of Rinderpest and Foot-and-Mouth Disease’’ (Docket #
00–031–1), received April 19, 2000; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
EC–8661. A communication from the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue Service, Department of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘‘Market Segment Specialization Program
Audit Techniques Guide—Child Care Providers’’, received April 19, 2000; to the Committee on Finance.
EC–8662. A communication from the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue Service, Department of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘‘Market Segment Specialization Program
Audit Techniques Guide—Garden Supplies’’,
received April 19, 2000; to the Committee on
Finance.
EC–8663. A communication from the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue Service, Department of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘‘Market Segment Specialization Program
Audit Techniques Guide—Alternative Minimum Tax for Individuals’’, received April 19,
2000; to the Committee on Finance.
EC–8664. A communication from the Board
of Trustees of the Federal Hospital Insurance
Trust Fund, transmitting a report relative
to the 2000 annual report of the Board; to the
Committee on Finance.
EC–8665. A communication from the Commissioner of Social Security, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to disregards under the Old Age and Survivors Disability Insurance and Supplemental Security
Income programs; to the Committee on Finance.
EC–8666. A communication from the Executive Office for Immigration Review, Department of Justice transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Executive
Office for Immigration Review; Board of Immigration Appeals, 21 Board Members’’ (RIN
1125–AA28), received April 25, 2000; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.
EC–8667. A communication from the Regulations Policy and Management Staff, Food
and Drug Administration, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘‘Clinical Chemistry Devices; Classification
of the Biotinidase Test System’’ (Docket No.
00P–0931), received April 20, 2000; to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.
EC–8668. A communication from the Regulations Policy and Management Staff, Food
and Drug Administration, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘‘Medical Devices; Reclassification and Codification of the Nonabsorbable Expanded
Polytetrafluoroethylene Surgical Suture’’
(Docket No. 94P–0347), received April 25, 2000;

