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first hand the education and preventive ways
to combat this virus. In Soweto, South Africa,
when the AIDS virus detonates this black
township of 3 million in a decade or so, the
disease will wipe out about 600,000 people.
This is almost six times as many people as
the atomic bombs killed in Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki.

Some estimates predict that more than 25%
of the working age population in South Africa
will be infected with HIV by the year 2010.
The global spread of AIDS is reaching cata-
strophic numbers.

HIV/AIDS has greatly reduced the life span
of the citizens of South African countries. Life
expectancy in Botswana has declined from 61
years five years ago to 47 years, and is ex-
pected to drop to 41 years between 2000 and
2005. In Zimbabwe 1 out of every 5 adults is
affected and is significantly reducing popu-
lation growth from 3.3%.

More than 33 million are infected and more
than 14 million have died. Of this number,
more than 16 million people have died from
AIDS since the 1980s, 60% of them from sub-
Saharan Africa. In 1998, 200,000 people died
from armed conflicts on the subcontinent,
while AIDS has caused about 2.2 million
deaths.

Former Congressman Ronald Dellums, who
is now the President of Healthcare Inter-
national Management Company, has con-
ceived the AIDS Marshall Plan for Africa as a
means to bring treatment to those affected
with the HIV/AIDS virus. Also, the NAACP in-
troduced a similar measure declaring HIV/
AIDS a crisis in Africa.

The Clinton administration has taken the
right step to curb the spread of AIDS. Presi-
dent Clinton recently declared $254 million to
prevent the spread of AIDS around the world.

Bristol-Myers, one of the largest pharma-
ceutical company and is headquartered in the
state of New Jersey, has also pledged their
support of $1 million to prevent the further
spread of HIV and to care for those affected
by this devastating disease.

In conclusion, let me say that the spread of
infectious diseases poses a threat to our own
health here in the U.S. We should support the
AIDS Marshall Plan and the Clinton adminis-
tration’s efforts to rid the world of this deadly
disease.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | want to join my
colleagues in their support of H.R. 3519 the
“World Bank AIDS Marshall Plan Trust Fund
Act.” In Testimony before the Committee on
Government Reform, Sandra Thurman, the Di-
rector of the Office of National AIDS Policy,
sometimes called the AIDS CZAR said that as
of this moment, AIDS has killed 12 million
men women and children in Africa. Today and
every day, AIDS in Africa buries more than
5,500 men, women and children. And that
number is estimated to double in the next few
years. AIDS has become the leading cause of
death in Africa.

But in order to understand the total dimen-
sions of this tragedy, we not only look at the
dead, but we must also look at the living. It is
estimated that by the year 2010, 40 million
children in Africa will be orphaned by AIDS.
These children will have lost their parents, and
many will have lost entire families. What will
these children do? Who will pay for their edu-
cation? How will they get the basic necessities
of food, clothing and shelter? Who will teach
them right from wrong? Forty million children
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with no connection to society, no connection
to family, the community or each other will
grow up to be forty million adults who have no
sense of past, present, or future. Forty million
people who are without moorings can and will
destabilize a country, a region, a continent
and a world.

| know that the fate of Africa or Africans
may nhot be a high priority for many here.
Many may not care about the AIDS virus or its
victims. But | don't know anyone here who
does not care about children. | ask you to do
what you can to prevent the predictions of
forty million orphans from coming true. Lets
find a way to keep their parents healthy and
alive. Lets find a way to provide medical as-
sistance so that there will not be 40 million or-
phans. The United States can and should be
a leader in the fight against this pandemic. We
can not be the leader of democracy and turn
our backs on these families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The time of the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) has
expired. All time has expired.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of our special
order tonight.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

TRIBUTE TO THE COLORADO
STATE LEGISLATURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. MCINNIS) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. MCINNIS. Madam Speaker, as
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CUMMINGS) knows, | have an hour and |
would be happy to yield to the gen-
tleman up to 5 minutes so he could
conclude his statement. | think the
issue that he is speaking about is very
important. | yield up to 5 minutes to
the gentleman.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, |
thank the gentleman from Colorado
(Mr. McINNIs) for yielding.

Second, we must come to an under-
standing that all sectors and all
spheres of society have to be involved
as equal persons in combatting this cri-
sis. The health sector cannot meet this
challenge on its own, nor can one gov-
ernment or one nation.

So it is imperative that we have a
collective global effort to increase
international AIDS spending in Africa.
This collective effort must also make
vaccine research and development a
priority and secure access to treatment
for infected individuals. We must en-
courage pharmaceutical companies to
reduce the percentage of spending on
marketing and advertising and instead
reduce drug prices and increase expend-
itures on patient assistance programs.
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Passage of H.R. 3519, the World Bank
AIDS Marshall Trust Act, would be an
important step towards these goals.
This legislation calls for the govern-
ments of key nations, the private sec-
tor, and nongovernmental entities to
partner in the creation of a Marshall
Fund to eliminate AIDS. The fund
would provide $1 billion over 5 years for
research, prevention, and treatment.

| thank the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. LEE) and the gentleman
from lowa (Mr. LEACH) for having the
foresight to introduce this measure.
When the history of our time is writ-
ten, it will record the collective efforts
of societies responding to a threat that
has put in the balance the future of
whole nations. Future generations will
judge us on the adequacy of our re-
sponse.

One of my mentors, the Reverend
Jeremiah Wright of Chicago, has stated
many times, ‘““In my time and in my
space, | will make a difference with
God'’s grace.”

And so, Madam Speaker, | urge sup-
port of H.R. 3519 for this is our space,
and this is our time; and we must make
a difference with God’s grace. With
that, | yield back; and | thank the gen-
tleman from Colorado for yielding.

Mr. MCINNIS. Madam Speaker, | can
tell my colleagues as many have expe-
rienced themselves personally, the
great time in my life that | served in
the State legislature, the State of
which | represent here in the United
States Congress.

Being able to serve in the State
House of Representatives for the State
of Colorado meant a great deal to me.
I was honored to be elected by the peo-
ple of the 57th district of the State of
Colorado to serve five terms. | had the
opportunity to go and serve as the
chairman of a committee and ended my
career in the State House of Represent-
atives as majority leader.

During that period of time, | estab-
lished lifetime friendships with fellow
legislators on both sides of the aisle.
By political design, the activity that
we have in Congress in Washington is
dramatically different than the type of
system that we operate at least in the
State of Colorado. In Colorado, for ex-
ample, we have what we call ‘“‘instant
voting.” Now, why do | bring up the
facts to my colleagues of instant vot-
ing? Because | want to explain what
that leads to.

It leads to strong friendships. Why?
Because instant voting such as we have
in the State of Colorado requires that
all of the State legislators, and | speak
generically, the State senators as well,
have to be on the House floor at the
time that the voting machine is
opened, as compared to the United
States Congress here in the House of
Representatives where we have a min-
imum of 15 minutes on most votes, 5 if
it is a subsequent vote, to come to the
House floor and cast our vote.
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As a result of that here, we do not
mill as a group for a very long period of
time.
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