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House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed a
bill of the following title in which con-
currence of the House is requested:

S. 1638. An act to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
extend the retroactive eligibility dates for fi-
nancial assistance for higher education for
spouses and dependent children of Federal,
State, and local law enforcement officers
who are Killed in the line of duty.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 100-702, the
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, appoints John B. White, Jr. of
South Carolina, to the board of the
Federal Judicial Center Foundation,
vice Richard M. Rosenbaum of New
York.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 104-1, the
Chair, on behalf of the Majority and
Minority Leaders of the Senate and the
Speaker and Minority Leader of the
House of Representatives, announces
the joint appointment of Susan S.
Robfogel, of New York, as Chair of the
Board of Directors of the Office of
Compliance.

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of January 19, 1999,
the Chair will now recognize Members
from lists submitted by the majority
and minority leaders for morning hour
debates. The Chair will alternate rec-
ognition between the parties, with each
party limited to not to exceed 25 min-
utes, and each Member except the ma-
jority leader, the minority leader or
the minority whip limited to not to ex-
ceed 5 minutes, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 9:50 a.m.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5
minutes.

GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
amidst the sometimes incendiary rhet-
oric surrounding the efforts to reduce
gun violence, there are times when it is
easy for people to overlook a basic fact:
the victims of gun violence are real
people; they are not statistics. They
are not debating points.

The grounds of our Nation’s Capitol
are filled with memorials to the dead.
Our visitors and tourists here are vis-
iting them as | speak, the Civil War,
the Spanish-American War, the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial, the Korean
Memorial, soon we may have a memo-
rial to the soldiers who died in World
War I1.

Mr. Speaker, if we take all of those
memorials to all the soldiers who have
been Kkilled since the Civil War, it
would be fewer than the number of
Americans who have been lost to gun
violence in the last third of a century.

It is not enough to simply have an-
other memorial here in our Nation’s
Capitol; although, something the size
of 16 Vietnam memorials would be im-
pressive, because that is what it would
take to list all of these victims.

Last Sunday, in Portland, we had
thousands of people standing and
crowding into our little Pioneer Court-
house Square for our Mother’s Day
March against gun violence. They were
standing on 70,000 bricks that had peo-
ples’ names inscribed who contributed
to building that public square. It would
take 10 acres of bricks with peoples’
names to deal with the million victims.

Our job must be to make sure that
these victims are not anonymous; that
we put a face next to the names, to
provide details of the life that would go
along with that picture.

It is important to let people know
that these victims had parents, rel-

atives and friends. They had jobs. They
had hopes. We need to know how it
happened and we need to think of what
we could do to prevent it. That the
United States has the worst record of
gun violence of any developed Nation
in the world ought to be a concern to
every citizen, a sense of shame.

Mr. Speaker, | do not think that it is
we are less smart than the rest of the
world. It is hard to believe that we are
somehow worse people. | cannot believe
that we care less about our children
more than others, and | would hope
that we as a people are not somehow
more reckless.

I hope that in focusing our attention
on the loss, how it occurred, what it
means, we will be able to renew our
commitment.

Tomorrow, I am going to speak on
the floor of this House about one face,
a young man named Darrell English. 1
will talk about the circumstance of his
death, and | will be posting that infor-
mation on my website and dealing with
it in public meetings so that others
may know the name, the face, the
hopes and the dreams.

Every month, as long as | am in Con-
gress, | will continue the discussion on
the floor, on the Web, the conversation
with the community, as a small ges-
ture that these people not have died in
vain.

This hope that we can all do our part
to reduce the danger of gun violence. |
hope the House of Representatives will
act on that, finally, acting on a juve-
nile crime bill that has been locked in
conference committee that has not met
for 295 days because of unwillingness to
pass the simple common sense steps
that have already been approved by the
Senate.

Mr. Speaker, 1 hope that citizens
back home will take steps to promote
their own initiatives and legislation
that politicians can use to make their
communities safer in the political
process, at the ballot box, in the legis-
lature. | hope that every citizen will do
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their part as individuals, that no par-
ent allows a child to go into a home
without inquiring as to whether or not
there is a gun there, if it is locked, if
it is loaded.

If Americans can somehow cut in half
the rate of automobile deaths in the
last 30 years, | know that we can do our
part to protect our families. There is
no single magic solution, but together
we can find hundreds of ways everyday
to make America safer, to make our
communities more livable, because the
most important face is going to be the
face that does not appear on a poster
like this, a picture that does not ap-
pear of one of our loved ones whose life
was not lost to gun violence.

IMPORTANCE OF SAVING SOCIAL
SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
GRANGER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 19, 1999, the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. SMITH)
is recognized during morning hour de-
bates for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, yesterday, Governor Bush
came out with some general param-
eters on saving Social Security and the
importance of saving Social Security.
There has been a lot of discussion of
whether there should be any privately-
owned investment owned by the Amer-
ican worker as opposed to continuing
to keep on going with a system that is
insolvent. What it boils down to is that
because of the demographics, because
people are living longer, because the
birth rate has been going down, there
are fewer workers paying their taxes
into a system to support and finance
existing senior citizens benefits.

It is important that everybody un-
derstands that it is a pay-as-you-go
program. It is a program where taxes
come in one week, and by the end of
the week, they are paid out in benefits.
If you are an average worker today,
then you are going to get an estimated
1.7 percent real return on the money
you and your employer put into the
system.

If you are a young worker, because
we are going to run out of enough
money eventually, there is not going to
be adequate tax money, coming in to
pay benefits, then you are going to get
even a smaller return. There are two
ways to fix Social Security; you either
increase the revenue coming in, or you
reduce the benefits going out.

None of us want to reduce benefits.
Everybody, including Governor Bush,
has committed that we are not going
to reduce benefits for current retirees
or near-term retirees. So then the
question is, is there merit in having
privately-owned accounts, and if we get
a larger real return than 1.7 percent,
then, absolutely, it brings more rev-
enue into the system. In fact, if my So-
cial Security bill had been passed, the
first one that | introduced 5 years ago,
the 25 year old when they retire would
have $150,000 more than what they are
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going to receive under the current So-
cial Security system.

There are safe investments even
through the worst parts of the history
of this country, on dips in Social Secu-
rity. We saw that there was no 12-year
period where there was not at least a
positive gain on Social Security.

There are companies now that will
guarantee you a gain, and if you are
going to do a reasonable investment,
and | would say reasonable for people
over 45 is maybe 40 percent in bonds
and 60 percent in safe stocks, in most
all the proposals, Democrats and Re-
publicans have all agreed that there
needs to be privately-owned invest-
ment accounts, | mean Senator
KERREY, Senator MOYNIHAN respected
in this regard, Democrats in the House,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. STEN-
HoLM) has been working on this for
years, and he comes to the conclusion
that there needs to be some privately-
owned accounts, that are put into safe
investments, low-risk investments, be-
cause it is an absolute certainty: If you
leave those investments in more than
12 years, it is going to recover more
than the 1.7 percent average that So-
cial Security is going to pay people.

Now, the other part of the problem is
that Social Security is running out of
money, so we need to do something. We
cannot just pretend that the problem is
not there. On this chart, Social Secu-
rity the bottom piece of pie now rep-
resents 20 percent of all government
spending. This is a graphic impression
of what is happening in Social Secu-
rity. The blue at the top left is this
short period of time where there is
more tax money coming in than is
needed to pay benefits, but over time,
for the next 75 years, we are short $120
trillion.

Tax revenues are short $120 trillion of
what is needed to pay what is promised
in benefits today. Another way to say
that is that the unfunded liability is
short, $9 trillion today. You would
have to put $9 trillion into an interest
bearing account today to come up with
the $120 trillion that is needed over the
next 75 years. We have got to do some-
thing.

Madam Speaker, suggesting, like the
Vice President has, that simply if we
pay down the debt, and you are doing
that by borrowing the excess money
from Social Security and using that
money to pay down the debt held by
the public, it is like using one credit
card to pay off the debt of another
credit card; to pretend that is going to
somehow solve this red deficit problem
is unrealistic.

It cannot be scored by the actuaries
over at the Social Security Adminis-
tration. So | plead with the Vice Presi-
dent, | pled with the President of the
United States do not demagog sugges-
tions of how we move ahead to fix So-
cial Security. It is too important a pro-
gram.

I have met with the President maybe
four times over the last 16 months, he
ended up saying that he is not going to
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come up with a plan because he is
afraid it would be criticized. Let us
move ahead, let us work together, let
us, Republicans and Democrats, make
sure that we fix this important pro-
gram.

ENACT EMERGENCY
SUPPLEMENTAL BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. DICKS) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DICKS. Madam Speaker, on
Wednesday of this week, the Interior
Appropriations Subcommittee will be
marking up our appropriations bill for
FY 2001. I am very concerned about the
fact that the emergency supplemental
has not been enacted yet by the other
body. In fact, | have written a letter to
the distinguished majority leader ask-
ing that they take up this emergency
supplemental as quickly as possible.

We are now faced with an emergency
situation in the area surrounding Los
Alamos, New Mexico. We also have
nine other wildfires, and | am told 67
forest fires raging nationally, many of
them in the west, and the money for
fighting these forest fires will run out,
the emergency money will run out by
the end of May, unless Congress enacts
this supplemental.

What we are asking for is $200 million
for the Bureau of Land Management.
The BLM does a great job of fighting
the forest fires, along with the forest
service; we are asking there for $150
million, or a total of $350 million.

This year 2000 will probably be one of
the worst forest fire years since 1994,
and also 1999 was a year where we had
many devastating fires as well. | want
to compliment the majority in the
House for having enacted the supple-
mental, but now it is been languishing
for several weeks, if not months, over
in the other body.

Madam Speaker, this is a true emer-
gency. | do not think we should be
playing appropriations politics with
this issue. We need to get this money
out to the BLM so that they can run
their emergency center out in ldaho,
we need to get this money out to the
Forest Service.

Secretary Babbitt has written back
in early April a very impassioned plea
to the majority leader in the other
body urging that this emergency sup-
plemental be taken up as quickly as
possible, and there really is not any ex-
cuse.

Now, if they do not want to take up
the entire emergency supplemental,
one possible way to move forward
would be to take out these two items.
The money for the BLM, the $200 mil-
lion and the $150 million for the forest
service, and pass that immediately,
and then we can pass it here in the
House, get it down to the President and
take care of this situation.

We cannot help but be sympathetic
to see these people out in New Mexico,
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some 260 of them, who have lost their
homes. They are living in schools and
other areas. They need to know that
the Federal Government is going to do
everything it can to make sure that we
have the resources to fight these fires
and to go in and restore the ground and
the areas that have been damaged.

I think this is an emergency, a true
emergency. | urge the leadership here
in the House to meet with the leader-
ship in the Senate and try to work out
a way to get this money freed. | intend
to offer these amendments as additions
to the Interior Appropriations bill for
2001, hoping that maybe we can rush
that bill through if it is the only way
we can get action out of the other
body. Again, | believe this an emer-
gency. | think we need to act.

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PARTIES
ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, this
morning | want to examine the envi-
ronmental record of the Republican
leadership and of the GOP Presidential
candidate, Governor Bush. Last Thurs-
day, Madam Speaker, the EPA released
its Toxics Release Inventory which
highlights the fact that Texas con-
tinues to have the largest amount of
airborne toxic emissions in the Nation,
as has been the case every year since
1995.

More than 300 million pounds of toxic
chemicals were released into Texas’
air, water and land according to this
latest report. Yet, Governor Bush has
pushed a strictly voluntary program
for dirty power plants to reduce harm-
ful emissions, even though Texas’ dete-
riorating air quality has reached a cri-
sis proportion.

Madam Speaker, of the air pollution
produced by companies exempt from
mandatory regulations in Texas, 75
percent, or 741,000 tons of toxic emis-
sions, came from companies that con-
tributed to and are close to Bush’s gu-
bernatorial races from 1994 to 1998. And
only 3 of 36 plants who pledged to re-
duce emissions under this voluntary
plan have actually done so and not
even 1 percent of emissions from grand-
fathered plants have been reduced.

In fact, Texas has experienced sig-
nificant increases in emissions. Specifi-
cally, Texas experienced an increase of
2 million pounds of cancer-causing and
other toxic chemicals from 1997 to 1998.

Madam Speaker, although Texas
ranks third worst in water pollution
from chemical dumping, Governor
Bush has done nothing to improve
water quality and has subsequently un-
derfunded Superfund cleanups. He also
appointed industry representatives to
State environmental agencies that had
previously fought against environ-
mental regulations.
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Several environmental groups have
called on Governor Bush to stop gut-
ting the environment and act
proactively. We know this will not hap-
pen. So we have to continue our ef-
forts, in my opinion, Madam Speaker,
and elect a President that will close
the loophole for grandfathered power
plants.

Vice President Gore has called for a
market-based approach to reducing
power plants that addresses the four
primary pollutants of concern, nitro-
gen oxide, sulfur dioxide, carbon diox-
ide and mercury. | have a bill that es-
tablishes a trading program to reduce
these four pollutants, and | urge my
colleagues to enact this type of legisla-
tion as quickly as possible to improve
the health of our citizens and our envi-
ronment.

Madam Speaker, let me also point
out that Vice President Gore has lead
the fight on many environmental ef-
forts from preserving open space to
protecting air and water quality. He
also has lead the brownfield develop-
ment program. And | can tell my col-
leagues the importance of this pro-
gram, because my hometown of Long
Branch, New Jersey has received a
$200,000 grant from the EPA to help re-
develop brownfields. The Republican
leadership’s ideas of Superfund reform
is to gut water quality protections and
put a cap and fence around a site and
call it a day.

I have over 115 superfund sites in my
district, and | can tell my colleagues
that this is not environmental cleanup
or protection.

Again, | just wanted to highlight this
morning the major differences between
the Republicans and the Democrats on
environmental issues and, particularly,
the differences between our Presi-
dential candidates. We have our Presi-
dential candidate, Vice President Gore,
who has fought hard over the last 7
years and even before as a Member of
Congress to protect the environment
and improve the environment around
our country.

TRADE WITH CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) is recognized during morn-
ing hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, here in Congress, we say we stand
together and in our commitment to-
ward the spread of democratic ideals
and improvement of the human rights.
These last couple weeks | am not so
sure.

During the weeks approaching the
vote for Permanent Normal Trade Re-
lations for the People’s Republic of
China, corporate CEOs flocked to the
Hill to lobby for increase unrestricted
trade with China.

They talk about access to 1.2 billion
potential consumers in China. What
they do not say is that their real inter-
est is in 1.2 billion Chinese workers,
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workers whom they pay wage on the
level of slave labor.

These CEOs will tell us, increase
trade with China will allow human
rights to improve. Democracy will
flourish with increased free trade as we
engage with China. But as these CEOs
speak, their companies systematically
violate the most fundamental of
human and worker rights.

In the new report ‘“Made in China,
The Role of U.S. Companies in Denying
Human and Worker Rights,” released
by Charles Kernaghan and the National
Labor Committee, we see evidence of
American corporations exploiting the
horrible conditions of human rights in
the People’s Republic of China.

Companies such as Huffy and Nike
and Wal-Mart are contracting with
Chinese sweatshops to export to the
United States, often with the assist-
ance of repressive and corrupt local
government authorities. 1,800 Huffy bi-
cycle workers have lost their jobs in
Ohio as Huffy shut down its last three
remaining U.S. plants over the last 17
months. In July of 1998, Huffy fired 850
workers from its Celina, Ohio plant
where workers earned $17 an hour.
Huffy now outsources all of its produc-
tion to developing nations, such as
China, where laborers are forced to
work 15 hours a day, 7 days a week and
earn an average of 33 cents an hour,
less than 2 percent of what Ohio Huffy
bicycle workers earned.

Wal-Mart makes its line of Kathie
Lee Gifford handbags in China. There
are a thousand workers at the factory,
where they put in 14-hour shifts, 7 days
a week, 29 or 30 days a month, one off
day per month. The average wage of
the factory is 3 cents an hour.

Workers live in factory dormitories
housed 16 in a room. Their ID docu-
ments have been confiscated; they are
allowed to leave the factory only for
one and a half hours a day. For half of
all factory workers, rent for the dor-
mitory exceeds their wages. Workers
earn nothing at all and, in many cases,
owe the company money. These people
are indentured servants to Kathie Lee
and to Wal-Mart. Some would simply
call it slavery.

The findings in Charles Kernaghan’s
report illustrates why democratic
countries in the developing world are
losing ground to more authoritarian
countries in the developing world.
Democratic nations, such as India, are
losing out to more totalitarian govern-
ments such as China. Democratic na-
tions such as Taiwan are losing out to
more authoritarian governments such
as Indonesia where people are not free
and workers do as their told.

The share of developing country ex-
ports to the U.S. from democratic na-
tions fell from 53 percent 10 years ago
to 35 percent today. Corporate America
wants to do business with countries
with docile workforces that earn
below-poverty wages and are not al-
lowed to organize to bargain collec-
tively.
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In manufactured goods, developing
democracies’ share of developing coun-
try exports fell 21 percent from 56 to 35
percent. Corporations are relocating
their manufacturing bases to more au-
thoritarian regimes from democratic
countries where workers do not talk
back for fear of being punished.

Madam Speaker, western corpora-
tions want to invest in countries that
have poor environmental standards, no
worker benefits, below-poverty wages,
no opportunities to bargain collec-
tively, and worse, as developing coun-
tries make progress toward democracy,
as they increase worker rights and cre-
ate regulations to protect the environ-
ment, the American business commu-
nity punishes them by pulling its trade
and investment from developing demo-
cratic countries to totalitarian govern-
ments and developing countries.

Decisions about the Chinese economy
are made by three groups, the Chinese
Communist party, the People’s Libera-
tion Army, which owns many of the ex-
port factories, and western investors.
Which of these three want to empower
workers?

Does the Chinese Communist worker
want the Chinese people to enjoy
human rights? 1 do not think so. Does
the People’s Liberation Army want to
close the labor camps? | do not think
so. Do western investors want Chinese
workers to make better wages, have
more democracy and bargain collec-
tively? I do not think so.

None of these groups has any interest
in changing the status quo in China. |
repeat, none of these groups, western
investors, the Chinese Communist
Party, the People’s Liberation Army,
none of these has any interest in
changing the current situation in
China. All three profit too much from
the status quo to want to see human
rights and labor rights improve in
China.

U.S. trade law forbids the trade of
any products of slave labor, forced
labor. The 1992 bilateral agreement be-
tween the U.S. and China prohibited
the trade of goods manufactured by im-
prisoned workers.

Congress needs to know more about
working conditions in Chinese fac-
tories before we vote on permanent
MFN for China. American people need
to know more about how our major
corporations are behaving outside the
borders of the United States before we
vote on permanent MFN for China.

Based on evidence released into the
Kernaghan Report, many of us in the
Congress call on the Department of
Labor and the Department of Treasury
to conduct an extensive investigation
into the working conditions and fac-
tories in China which are owned by
American corporations, or where
American corporations contract to
manufacture their products before we
vote on MFN for China. These inves-
tigations should report back its find-
ings and a decision should be made as
to whether any conditions in China
violate U.S. law.
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Madam Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues to demand action to inves-
tigate these claims.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 10 a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 25 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

0O 1000

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PEASE) at 10 a.m.

PRAYER

The Reverend Lyle W. Lipps, Second
Church of Christ, Nashport, Ohio, of-
fered the following prayer:

Father God in heaven, | pray to You
today on behalf of our Nation’s law-
makers and for the citizens they rep-
resent. | pray that You grant them a
spirit of wisdom, insight and coopera-
tion. | pray that You help them to
serve this country in its best interests.
| pray that we learn to love one an-
other as citizens so that we might have
peace and justice tempered with
mercy. Thank You for the freedom that
we have in this Nation. | thank You for
those who have fought and died defend-
ing our country. | thank You for the
protection and provision You have
placed over us as Your blessings. May
Your will be done as we seek to follow
Your example in humble imitation. In
Jesus’ name | pray. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LAMPSON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

HONORING MINISTER LYLE W.
LIPPS

(Mr. NEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lyle W. Lipps, the minister of
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the Second Street Church of Christ in
Frazeysburg, Ohio. Minister Lipps and
his family have traveled to our Na-
tion’s capital from Ohio so that he may
serve as the Guest Minister for the
House today. I am honored to have one
of my constituents represent our area
and our State in such a manner.

Minister Lipps has been involved full
time in the ministry for the last 12
years of his life. Prior to his work at
the Second Street Church of Christ, he
spent 4 years with the Adena Road
Church of Christ in Chillicothe, Ohio.

Minister Lipps is a 1989 graduate of
the Cincinnati Bible College and Semi-
nary in Cincinnati, Ohio. Minister
Lipps, his wife Connie and their son
Luke reside in Nashport, Ohio.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my col-
leagues join me in honoring Minister
Lyle Lipps. His commitment and dedi-
cation to his family, his community,
his church and his Nation deserve to be
commended.

PRIVATE CALENDAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is
Private Calendar day. The Clerk will
call the first individual bill on the Pri-
vate Calendar.

CERTAIN PERSIAN GULF
EVACUEES

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 3646)
for the relief of certain Persian Gulf
evacuees.

There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:

H.R. 3646

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR CER-
TAIN PERSIAN GULF EVACUEES.

(@) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General
shall adjust the status of each alien referred
to in subsection (b) to that of an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence if the
alien—

(1) applies for such adjustment;

(2) has been physically present in the
United States for at least 1 year and is phys-
ically present in the United States on the
date the application for such adjustment is
filed;

(3) is admissible to the United States as an
immigrant, except as provided in subsection
(c); and

(4) pays a fee (determined by the Attorney
General) for the processing of such applica-
tion.

(b) ALIENS ELIGIBLE FOR ADJUSTMENT OF
STATUS.—The benefits provided in subsection
(a) shall apply to the following aliens:

(1) Waddah Al-Zireeni, Enas Al-Zireeni,
and Anwaar Al-Zireeni.

(2) Salah Mohamed Abu Eljibat, Ghada
Mohamed Abu Eljibat, and Tareq Salah Abu
Eljibat.

(3) Jehad Mustafa, Amal
Raed Mustafa.

(4) Shaher M. Abed and Laila Abed.

(5) Zaid H. Khan and Nadira P. Khan.

(6) Rawhi M. Abu Tabanja, Basima Fareed
Abu Tabanja, and Mohammed Rawhi Abu
Tabanja.

(7) Reuben P. D’Silva, Anne P. D’Silva,
Natasha Andrew Collette D’Silva, and Agnes
D’Silva.

Mustafa, and
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(8) Abbas |I.
Bhikhapurawala,
Bhikhapurawala.

(9) Fayez Sharif Ezzir, Abeer Muharram
Ezzir, Sharif Fayez Ezzir, and Mohammed
Fayez Ezzir.

(10) Issam Musleh, Nadia Khader, and Duaa
Musleh.

(11) Ahmad Mohammad Khalil,
Khalil, and Sally Khalil.

(12) Husam Al-Khadrah and Kathleen Al-
Khadrah.

(13) Nawal M. Hajjawi.

(14) Isam S. Naser and Samar |. Naser.

(15) Amalia Arsua.

(16) Feras Taha, Bernardina Lopez-Taha,
and Yousef Taha.

(17) Mahmood M. Alessa and Nadia Helmi
Abusoud.

(18) Emad R. Jawwad.

(19) Mohammed Ata Alawamleh, Zainab
Abueljebain, and Nizar Alawamleh.

(20) Yacoub Ibrahim and Wisam Ibrahim.

(21) Tareq S. Shehadah and Inas S.
Shehadah.

(22) Basim A. Al-Ali and Nawal B. Al-Ali.

(23) Hael Basheer Atari and Hanaa Al
Moghrabi.

(24) Fahim N. Mahmoud, Firnal Mahmoud,
Alla Mahmoud, and Ahmad Mahmoud.

(25) Tareq A. Attari.

Nafisa
Tasnim

Bhikhapurawala,
and

Mona

(26) Azmi A. Mukahal, Wafa Mukahal,
Yasmin A. Mukahal, and Ahmad A.
Mukahal.

(27) Nabil Ishag El-Hawwash, Amal Nabil
El Hawwash, and Ishaq Nabil EI-Hawwash.

(28) Samir Ghalayini, Ismat F. Abujaber,
and Wasef Ghalayini.

(29) Iman Mallah,
Mohanned Mallah.

(30) Mohsen Mahmoud and Alia Mahmoud.

(31) Nijad Abdelrahman, Najwa Yousef
Abdelrahman, and Faisal Abdelrahman.

(32) Nezam Mahdawi, Sohad Mahdawi, and
Bassam Mahdawi.

(33) Khalid S. Mahmoud and Fawziah
Mahmoud.

(34) Wael I. Saymeh, Zatelhimma N. Al
Sahafie, Duaa W. Saymeh, and Ahmad W.
Saymeh.

(35) Ahmed Mohammed Jawdat Anis Naji.

(36) Sesinando P. Suaverdez, Cynthia
Paguio Suaverdez, Maria Cristina Sylvia P.
Suaverdez, and Sesinando Paguio Suaverdez
I1.

(37) Thabet Said, Hanan Said, and Yasmin
Said.

(38) Hani Salem, Manal
Salem, and Suleiman Salem.

(39) IThsan Mohammed Adwan, Hanan Mo-
hammed Adwan, Maha Adwan, Nada M.
Adwan, Reem Adwan, and Lina A. Adwan.

(40) Ziyad Al Ajjouri and Dima Al Ajjouri.

(41) Essam K. Taha.

(42) Salwa S. Beshay, Alexan L. Basta,
Rehan Basta, and Sherif Basta.

(43) Latifa Hussin, Sameer Hussin, Anas
Hussin, Ahmed Hussin, Ayman Hussin, and
Assma Hussin.

(44) Fadia H. Shaath, Bader Abdul Azium
Shaath, Dalia B. Shaath, Abdul Azim Bader
Shaath, Farah Bader Shaath, and Rawan
Bader Shaath.

(45) Bassam Bargawi and Amal Bargawi.

(46) Nabil Abdel Raoof Maswadeh.

(47) Nizam |. Wattar and Mohamed lhssan
Wattar.

(48) Wail F. Shbib and Ektimal Shbib.

(49) Reem Rushdi Salman and Rasha Talat
Salman.

(50) Khalil
Awadalla.

(51) Nabil A. Alyadak, Majeda Sheta, Iman
Alyadak, and Wafa Alyadak.

(52) Mohammed A. Arigat, Hitaf M. Ariqat,
Ruba Arigat, Renia Arigat, and Reham
Arigat.

Rana Mallah, and

Salem, Tasnim

A. Awadalla and Eman K.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(53) Hazem A. Al-Masri and Maha A. Al-
Masri.

(54) Tawfig M. Al-Taher and Rola T. Al-
Taher.

(55) Nadeem Mirza.

(c) WAIVER OF CERTAIN GROUNDS FOR INAD-
MISSIBILITY.—The provisions of paragraphs
@), (5), and (7)(A) of section 212(a) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act shall not
apply to adjustment of status under this Act.

(d) OFFSET IN NUMBER OF VISAS AVAIL-
ABLE.—Upon each granting to an alien of the
status of having been lawfully admitted for
permanent residence under this section, the
Secretary of State shall instruct the proper
officer to reduce by 1, during the current or
next following fiscal year, the total number
of immigrant visas that are made available
to natives of the country of the alien’s birth
under section 203(a) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act or, if applicable, the total
number of immigrant visas that are made
available to natives of the country of the
alien’s birth under section 202(e) of such Act.

(e) DENIAL OF PREFERENTIAL IMMIGRATION
TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN RELATIVES.—The
natural parents, brothers, and sisters of an
individual referred to in subsection (b) shall
not, by virtue of such relationship, be ac-
corded any right, privilege, or status under
the Immigration and Nationality Act.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 3646, a bill | introduced as a
Private Relief Bill on behalf of 54 families and
individuals seeking permanent resident status
in the United States. These families, known as
Persian Gulf Evacuees, have lived and worked
in this country since being evacuated out of
Kuwait, at the behest of the United States
government, just prior to U.S. Military Interven-
tion in the Iraqi invasion of that country.

More than 2,000 individuals, many of whom
have U.S. citizen children, by order of then
President George Bush, were evacuated to
keep them out of harms way when the United
States intervened militarily in Kuwait to drive
out Saddam Hussein and his weapons of
mass destruction.

Many of the evacuees, prior to evacuation,
had provided a safe-haven for Americans
caught unaware when lIrag invaded Kuwait,
and hid them in their homes against Iraqi re-
taliation.

Once here, the majority of the 2,000 evac-
uees adjusted their own status, often through
asylum procedures. These 54 families re-
mained in limbo, facing deportation and loss of
work permits in the United States.

The Persian Gulf Evacuees, better known
as PGE's, are well educated, mostly profes-
sional individuals perfectly capable of working
and supporting themselves here in the U.S.
without becoming wards of any State in which
they have settled. They are English-speaking,
and this is especially true of their U.S. Citizen
children.

These families were extensively investigated
by both the INS and the FBI, and have been
cleared of any wrong-doing since entering the
United States, and none has been found to be
members of any subversive groups.

| am deeply pleased to have been their
champion since the 103rd Congress.

| take this opportunity to extend my most
profound thanks and appreciation to my friend,
Immigration Subcommittee Chairman LAMAR
SMITH. | am grateful for his good counsel and
his able guidance over these past few years
as we worked to bring this bill or similar legis-
lation to enactment. My thanks go also to his
capable staff for their long-term, hard work on
behalf of the Persian Gulf Evacuees.
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| also extend my sincere thanks to Judiciary
Committee Chairman HENRY HYDE, my good
friend and a distinguished leader on immigra-
tion matters in the House, for his action to re-
port H.R. 3646 favorably from his Committee,
paving the way for passage of this vitally im-
portant legislation.

| salute the Persian Gulf Evacuees, for their
patience throughout the years it has taken to
bring this bill to enactment. The nationwide
teamwork among the PGE's worked remark-
ably well. The PGE Team Leaders not only
keep my office advised of any problems they
faced, while awaiting legal permanent status in
their adopted country, such as work permits
so that they could remain self-sufficient and
not in need of public assistance, but helped
each family keep track of the legislative proc-
ess.

They did an outstanding job, and | congratu-
late them not only for all their work, but as
mentioned above, for their excellent patience
throughout.

And finally, | wish to thank Dr. Hala
Maksoud, of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimi-
nation Committee (ADC), and her staff, for
bringing this matter to my attention during the
103rd Congress, and for their solid support for
the legislation throughout the years of waiting.

| believe our action today makes this new,
challenging century in America one that will be
remembered by these 54 families for its com-
passionate understanding, and is an acknowl-
edgment of the duty we have to discharge our
responsibility toward those who come to
America at the behest of our own Govern-
ment.

We have, with the able assistance of Sub-
committee Chairman LAMAR SMITH and his fine
staff, responded to their economic needs by
ensuring the continual approval of work per-
mits, and by keeping them free of INS depor-
tation actions until our action today could be
brought to fruition.

It was not an easy task, and knowing this
makes us even more grateful for the assist-
ance we have received.

| am confident that the PGE’s will continue,
as they have during the 10 year period they
have been in this country, to work hard, to re-
main good citizens, and to make important
contributions to the American socio-economic
structure as legal, permanent residents of this
great country.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

AKAL SECURITY, INCORPORATED

The Clerk called the bill (H.R. 3363)
for the relief of Akal Security, Incor-
porated.

There being no objection, the Clerk
read the bill as follows:

H.R. 3363

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PAYMENT FOR SERVICES PER-
FORMED BUT NOT PAID.

Notwithstanding section 2465 of title 10,
United States Code, the Secretary of the
Treasury shall pay, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to
Akal Security, Incorporated, a New Mexico
corporation incorporated in New Mexico,
$10,208.74 for security guard services rendered
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in 1991 to the United States Army Reserve
Personnel Center located at 9700 Page Boule-
vard in St. Louis, Missouri.

SEC. 2. EXTINGUISHMENT OF LIABILITY.

Notwithstanding section 2465 of title 10,
United States Code, any liability of Akal Se-
curity, Incorporated, to the United States
for repayment of $57,771.29 for the services
described in section 1 is hereby extinguished.
SEC. 3. FULL SATISFACTION.

The relief under sections 1 and 2 shall,
when accepted by or on behalf of Akal Secu-
rity, Incorporated, be in full satisfaction of
all claims of or on behalf of Akal Security,
Incorporated, against the United States or
against any officer, employee, or agent of
the United States acting within the scope of
employment or agency, for payment for the
services described in section 1.

SEC. 4. LIMITATION ON ATTORNEY FEES.

It shall be unlawful for an amount exceed-
ing 10 percent of the amount paid pursuant
to section 1 to be paid to, or received by, any
agent or attorney for any service rendered in
connection with the claim described in such
section. Any person who violates this section
shall be guilty of an infraction, and shall be
subject to a fine in the amount provided in
title 18, United States Code.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This
concludes the call of the Private Cal-
endar.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, | ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3646 and H.R. 3363, the
bills just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 1654, NATIONAL AERO-
NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINIS-
TRATION AUTHORIZATION ACT
FOR FISCAL YEARS 2000, 2001,
AND 2002

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, | ask unanimous consent to take
from the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R.
1654) to authorize appropriations for
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration for fiscal years 2000,
2001, and 2002, and for other purposes,
with a Senate amendment thereto, dis-
agree to the Senate amendment, and
agree to the conference asked by the
Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will appoint conferees later
today.

OPPOSITION TO INTERNET ACCESS
FEES
(Mr. KUYKENDALL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker,
today the House will vote on important
legislation that will affect the millions
of Americans who use the Internet.
Specifically we will take action to pre-
vent the FCC from imposing Internet
access charges.

In just a few short years, the Nation
has evolved into a digital one. Most of
us have surfed the Web and have cor-
responded with friends and loved ones
with e-mail. It will continue to develop
but only if we prevent commercial
blocks like taxes and access charges.

I have had more mail from constitu-
ents on this one issue than any other
issue since | have been in Congress. To
my constituents, let me say simply
that | have heard that message. | urge
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. Congress today will recognize the
Internet’s importance and say no to ac-
cess fees. We must keep the Internet
tax-free. It is the right thing to do.

INTERNATIONAL ABDUCTION

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to tell about Yona Gelernter,
whose three children were abducted to
Israel by their mother, Anat Gelernter.
On April 17, 1995, Chaya, Menachem
and Chava were taken from their
Brooklyn, New York home to Israel.

As the parents were still married,
Yona applied in the New York courts
for emergency custody of his children.
Additionally, because Israel is a sigha-
tory to the Hague Convention, he was
able to apply for the return of his three
children under the agreement. He filed
his Hague petition in October of 1997
and on August 13, 1998, the Israeli
courts ordered the immediate return of
Chaya, Menachem and Chava to their
father in the United States. However,
when the mother learned that she had
lost her case, she went into hiding with
the three children. Yona has since
hired private investigators in Israel to
attempt to locate his wife and three
children. He has not seen them since
their abduction.

Mr. Speaker, there are 10,000 Amer-
ican children out there whose stories
are similar, 10,000 American children
and their parents who experience the
same kind of pain and devastation
every day of their separation. This
Congress must take action to solve this
problem and help reunite parents with
their children. Mr. Speaker, we must
bring our children home.

AUTISM

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
when you look at these posters, you see
beautiful, happy children. But what
you do not know is that Bonnie and
Willis Flick are beautiful, happy chil-
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dren with autism. Autism is a neuro-
logical disorder that impacts half a
million people in America. This dis-
order makes it hard for them to com-
municate with others and to relate to
the outside world. Autistic children
have difficulties in communications, in
social interactions and even in play ac-
tivities. | am a very close friend of
Bonnie and Willis Flick’s parents and |
have seen the distress and the frustra-
tion that dealing with autism may im-
pose on families.

Approximately 50 percent of Florida’s
families with autism reside within my
community of south Florida and
Bonnie and Willis Flick are just two.
But the Flicks are among the fortunate
few who can afford intervention and
counseling to help them cope with au-
tism, because when one child suffers
with autism, indeed the entire family
is impacted.

Last week, the House passed the
Children’s Health Act to fight against
autism by establishing centers to de-
velop treatment and prevention meth-
ods. Thousands of children like Bonnie
and Willis Flick will benefit from this
research because for families living
with autism, until we find a cure, re-
search is what keeps our hopes alive.

LIES, COVER-UPS AND MURDER

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Reports show that
the FBI lied about Waco. The FBI de-
nied using tear gas until a memo was
found and they were forced to admit it.
The FBI then confiscated all autopsy
reports of victims at Waco and now
claims they lost it. In addition, the
FBI lied about Ruby Ridge, Idaho, forc-
ing Congress to give $5 million to the
Weaver family to cover up their lies.
Lies, cover-ups, murder, over 90 Ameri-
cans killed at Waco and Ruby Ridge
and not one single charge.

Beam me up. The Congress of the
United States is allowing a police state
to exist in our own country. Shame,
Congress. Lies, murder, Waco, Ruby
Ri