
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3894 June 6, 2000
more of conflict to take some risks for
peace. That is not always unanimously
agreed upon within Israel. Israel is, as
we know, the only genuine democracy
in this part of the world. The people of
Israel are contentious in some ways as
befits people in a democracy when im-
portant issues are at stake. And Prime
Minister Barak to me is an admirable
example of an elected official who is
trying to lead in the direction that he
thinks is important.

And in so doing, he has espoused
some positions that he believes and I
believe will lead to a lasting peace if
they meet with an appropriate re-
sponse from those with whom he seeks
to negotiate. What is especially trou-
bling to me has been the negative re-
sponses his initiatives have drawn.

His offer to withdraw from the Golan
Heights is really by historical stand-
ards an extraordinarily generous one.
Very few nations which have won this
sort of strategic territory and battle
have voluntarily given it up, even in
the face of the kind of hostility that
Syria has evinced towards Israel. But
Prime Minister Barak, taking a re-
quest politically based on his military
judgment, which obviously everyone
who knows him respects, was willing to
make a deal with the Syrians in which
Israel would have given up that very
large strategic amount of territory
with some safeguards, and essentially,
President Assad of Syria refused any
kind of reasonable deal.

Interestingly, had Assad agreed to
the deal, it would have been controver-
sial within, as real as having given too
much to Syria, but Syria would not ac-
cept that. For years, people have been
urging Israel to withdraw from Leb-
anon. There is a U.N. resolution that
says Israel should withdraw from Leb-
anon. When the negotiations with
Assad ended, because I believe of
Assad’s unreasonable hostility, Prime
Minister Barak again courageously
said, I will withdraw unilaterally from
Israel; and one of the most extraor-
dinarily depressing reactions I have
seen people who had for years had been
pressing Israel to withdraw then began
to attack Israel for withdrawing uni-
laterally, as if they needed permission
to do what people had been berating
them for not doing.

And what happened when Israel with-
drew was an outburst of hostility and
of inappropriate behavior in much of
Lebanon which can only strengthen the
hands of those who believe within
Israel that Prime Minister Barak has
been making a mistake. So in these
two important areas with regard to
Syria and to Lebanon, you have an
elected official, a democratic leader of
his country, taking some risks for
peace and being met with an extraor-
dinarily hostile reaction; and then, fi-
nally, we had a few weeks ago violence
on the part of many in the Palestinian
areas, including gunfire between the
Palestinian authority in Israel.

Again, I want to stress Israel has in
the past couple of decades beginning

with Prime Minister Begin in the
Sinai, engaged in more withdrawal
from territory it had been forced to
fight to conquer than almost any na-
tion I can think of. And I am talking
now about turning it over to the en-
emies, not with a period of demili-
tarization. It is not like America, the
allies keeping Germany in a very sub-
ordinate position for a long time that
was not being occupied. It was simply
turned over in many cases, and to see
the negative reactions from Syria,
from people in the south of Lebanon,
the more extremists there and within
the Palestinian community, is very
troubling to me.

I admire the willingness of Prime
Minister Barak to persevere. I believe
he does this because he understands
what is truly in his country’s long-
term interests. I hope the United
States Government will continue to be
a strong supporter and partner of Israel
and, in particular, make it clear to the
extent that Israel does withdraw from
some of these areas, potentially expos-
ing itself to some of the problems that
might come up that the United States
will continue to be a reliable partner.
But it has to be noted that the kind of
negativism, the kind of extreme hos-
tility which Prime Minister Barak’s
openness has called from on the part of
many Arabs cannot be helpful.

I admire, as I said, Prime Minister
Barak for not being deterred by this.
He is not allowing the extremists to
undermine his efforts, but they ought
to understand and people elsewhere
ought to understand that there is a
price to be paid for this. So I hope, Mr.
Speaker, that as Prime Minister Barak
goes forward in partnership with the
U.S., we will begin to see responsible
leaders in the Arab world exercise the
kind of reciprocal approach that the
prime minister’s courage deserves.

f
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

f

CONDEMNING A BOUNTY OFFERED
FOR BORDER PATROL AGENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, under ordinary cir-
cumstances, I would not rise to the
floor of the House to discuss as delicate
an issue as this if we had been briefed
by law enforcement officials, the De-
partment of Justice or the Border Pa-
trol, for the issue is so troubling that I
do not even think Americans would
want this kind of terrible proposal to
be promoted.

b 1900
But the fact that article was in the

Houston Chronicle today brings me to

the necessity of addressing this ques-
tion publicly. ‘‘Bounty Offered for Kill-
ing Agent of Border Patrol,’’ Houston
Chronicle, today, Tuesday, June 6, 2000.

The reason I come to the floor of the
House is to condemn any such attempt
to put a bounty or to ask for an assas-
sination of any of America’s law en-
forcement officers or, for that matter,
anyone in the United States who are
lawfully performing their duties.

This request for a bounty on a Border
Patrol agent has been asked for by
Mexican activist Carlos Ibarra Perez.
Certainly, the border between the
State of Texas and the other border
States and Mexico has had some trou-
bling times. Yes, there has been an in-
fusion of illegal immigrants. There
have been acts that have been acted
upon by citizens illegally trying to pro-
tect their properties. But I think that
it is important for those of us who have
responsibility and oversight over law
enforcement personnel throughout this
Nation to condemn this heinous re-
quest, to indicate that there is no rea-
son that anyone should call for a boun-
ty and for an act to assassinate or kill
another human being and particularly
in this instance.

This also calls for this Congress to
act expeditiously to provide the extra
funding that will necessitate or provide
for extra Border Patrol along that bor-
der.

In addition, I will be asking the De-
partment of Justice to provide more
FBI agents in that area to ensure that
this may be what I believe it is, an idle
threat. But no life should be taken for
granted. And though we have much to
do at the border to protect all the indi-
viduals who are there, Border Patrol,
those who see the necessity to come
into this country illegally, and that is
wrong, but to protect the area and the
people who live there and the lives of
people who are in the midst of that, if
you will, confusion.

But to be able to sit idly by while
someone calls for the assassination of a
Border Patrol agent, any Border Patrol
agent, is intolerable and should not be
accepted.

I am asking that we continue to
monitor that area, that the Depart-
ment of Justice keeps a watchful eye,
that more funds are provided for Bor-
der Patrol agents, along with more
training, and that increased law en-
forcement is added to that area to en-
sure the protection of the protectors.

There is no excuse that we should
stand idly by, as I have indicated,
while these kinds of threats are made
whether or not this is a citizen of Mex-
ico. And let me applaud the leadership
of Mexico and the foreign policy rep-
resentatives of Mexico who have, like-
wise, condemned this travesty.

But this kind of public display of dis-
respect for the law and disrespect for
human life is not to be tolerated; and I,
for one, will not tolerate this kind of
bounty being set upon law enforcement
officers who are doing their job.

I am shamed that this has even hap-
pened. I ask for Carlos Ibarra Perez to
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