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that people were focused on that, but
to wait that long makes little sense. I
understand that the law now requires
that any such incident must be re-
ported to the Department of Energy
within 8 hours. Finally, DOE head-
quarters was informed of the missing
data on June 1.

While it may seem premature to
speculate foul play, I must say that
neither DOE nor the Administration
have a strong track record in the area
of safeguards and security. Unfortu-
nately, this is not the first incident of
lax security during this Administra-
tion.

Here are just a few of the reported in-
cidents.

March 1999—It was determined that
the Chinese had penetrated Los Alamos
Laboratory and stole our nuclear se-
crets.

Last December—A Russian diplomat
is ordered to leave after a microphone
transmitter is discovered on the Tth
floor of the State Department, only a
short walk from the office of Secretary
Albright.

Then there is the case of the missing
laptops at the State Department and
the situation with the former CIA Di-
rector John Deutch, who since has lost
all his clearances, of mishandling clas-
sified information.

While not all these cases are related
to the newly created NNSA, they do
show that a new attitude and new ethic
must be incorporated into this Admin-
istration. We have had too many prob-
lems at too many places.

That is why I am glad that General
Gordon is finally being voted on by this
Senate. I am sorry that this vote took
so long to take place. This vote was ob-
jected to by some who wanted to get a
better deal on a few items in the De-
fense authorization bill relating to the
NNSA. It was my belief there would be
obstacles in this job, but I never be-
lieved it would happen before he got to
the NNSA. However, now that the ob-
jection to General Gordon’s nomina-
tion has been lifted, we can finally
move this nomination. Gen. Gordon’s
position is far too valuable to be made
a political pawn and the latest incident
at Los Alamos proves that.

Also, I let him know that I don’t ex-
pect miracles, I just expect our na-
tional security be treated as such. No
longer should science and personnel
matters out rank security. We must
change this culture and I believe that
General Gordon is the right person for
this job. I want to thank General Gor-
don for his dedication and commitment
to his country and for serving in this
new position.

Lastly, Mr. President, I look forward
to the hearings on the latest incident
at the lab. For too long I have heard
this administration crowing that they
are taking care of the security prob-
lems, but this latest incident shows
that their actions don’t match their
words. While this administration
crowed they attempted to undermine
what Congress had done last year to
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strengthen security in the Department
of Energy through amendments in the
Strategic Subcommittee of the Armed
Services Committee. As chairman of
that committee I was appalled at the
action of Democrat members of the
committee as well in their attempts to
stop the nomination of General Gor-
don. We must and will get to the bot-
tom of our nation’s security problems.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

All time having expired, the question
is, Will the Senate advise and consent
to the nomination of Gen. John A. Gor-
don, United States Air Force, to be
Under Secretary for Nuclear Security,
Department of Energy? On this ques-
tion, the yeas and nays have been or-
dered, and the clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-
ator from New York (Mr. MOYNIHAN),
the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
REED), and the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) are nec-
essarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 97,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 128 Ex.]

YEAS—97
Abraham Enzi Lott
Akaka Feingold Lugar
Allard Feinstein Mack
Ashcroft Fitzgerald McCain
Baucus Frist MecConnell
Bayh Gorton Mikulski
Bennett Graham Murkowski
Biden Gramm N
Bingaman Grams %Ill(ljlkrlzz
Bond Grassley Reid
Boxer Gregg
Breaux Hagel Robb
Brownback Harkin Roberts
Bryan Hatch Roth
Bunning Helms Santorum
Burns Hollings Sarbanes
Byrd Hutchinson Schumer
Campbell Hutchison Sessions
Chafee, L. Inhofe Shelby
Cleland Inouye Smith (NH)
Cochran Jeffords Smith (OR)
Collins Johnson Snowe
Conrad Kennedy Specter
Coverdell Kerrey Stevens
Craig Kerry Thomas
Crapo Kohl Thompson
Daschle Kyl Thurmond
DeWine Landrieu . :
Torricelli
Dodd Lautenberg Voinovich
Domenici Leahy
Dorgan Levin Warner
Durbin Lieberman Wellstone
Edwards Lincoln Wyden
NOT VOTING—3

Moynihan Reed Rockefeller

The nomination was confirmed.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, we are dis-
cussing an agreement as to how to pro-
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ceed. We need to actually get it typed
up where everybody can review it. I say
to Senator DASCHLE, I will make some
remarks commending the gentleman’s
movement to South Carolina. I
thought he might want to join me in
that. I will take some leader time to do
that while we get the final look at the
agreement.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HONORING JIM TALBERT’S
RETIREMENT FROM SENATE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, let me
make a very important correction. The
gentleman I am going to speak about
briefly is going to be moving to South
Dakota, not South Carolina. He obvi-
ously likes cooler weather and not hot
weather. He deserves to be able to go
wherever he chooses after the great
service he has provided to the Con-
gress.

I want to take a moment to say good-
bye on behalf of the Senate to a man
we know quite well. I know Senator
DASCHLE is going to join me in this and
make some comments, either in a few
minutes or later. I am talking about
Jim Talbert, who is Superintendent of
the Senate’s Periodical Press Gallery
and is retiring this week after 32 years
of service.

Jim and I came to the House of Rep-
resentatives in the same year, 1968. He
was hired in the House Daily Press Gal-
lery, and I was hired as an aide to then-
Congressman Bill Colmer, chairman of
the Rules Committee. Twenty-three
years and five Speakers later, Jim
crossed the DMZ in the Capitol to the
Senate to be Superintendent of the Pe-
riodical Press Gallery.

Early on, Jim figured out what it
took to get things done around here:
know the rules. He knew them. That is
why he became such a valuable re-
source. His expertise on congressional
procedure is widely recognized and con-
sulted by rookie reporters, veteran cor-
respondents, and, yes, even by an occa-
sional Senator or House Member who
knows that he spent those many years
in the House. His generosity in sharing
his knowledge and time has brought
him a great many friends on the second
and third floors of this Capitol.

I have a letter from the Executive
Committee of Correspondents that de-
scribes in the reporters’ words all Jim
has accomplished on their behalf in the
Senate. I ask unanimous consent that
that letter be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
SENATE PERIODICAL PRESS GALLERY,
Washington, DC, June 7, 2000.
JIM TALBERT,
Superintendent, Senate Periodical Press Gal-
lery, U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR JIM: The Executive Committee of
Correspondents conveys its gratitude on be-
half of the more than 250 publications and
1,700 reporters who benefited from your nine
years as superintendent of the United States
Senate Periodical Press Gallery.

The transformation you have made run-
ning the press gallery has been nothing short
of historic. The gallery has never operated in
a more professional manner. The gallery
staff was never better educated about the
legislative process nor more knowledgeable
of what is happening at any given moment
on the Senate floor. Reporters never had a
better opportunity of snagging a seat and
testimony at a crowded hearing. Functions
such as accrediting reporters and publica-
tions never operated in a more even-handed,
efficient manner.

During your tenure, there was never a
doubt that a reporter calling the gallery to
ask about pending legislation would get an
immediate and informed answer.

You deserve credit for what you have ac-
complished. You also earn our praise for
leaving in your wake a highly trained and
motivated staff. The personal zeal you dis-
played in understanding the often com-
plicated legislative process was infectious
and you were a good teacher.

While replacing Jim Talbert is out of the
question, since you certainly are one of a
kind, the mark you leave on the gallery will
remain long after you enter your well-de-
served retirement. The seeds you sowed will
help reporters covering Congress for years to
come.

We wish you and Judy a happy retirement
to South Dakota filled with good health and
mild winters.

Sincerely,

RICK MAZE,
Chairman.

CHERYL BOLEN,
Secretary-Treasurer.

RICHARD E. COHEN.

JAY CARNEY.

HEIDI GLENN.

AMY BORRUS.

TiM CURRAN.

Mr. LOTT. While Jim no longer will
be toiling with us every day, he is
keeping his favorite jobs: husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather. I am a little en-
vious, to tell the truth. He and his
wife, Judy, whom he met while work-
ing in the Capitol, are moving to her
native South Dakota.

It is typical of Jim that he didn’t
want a big bang, a big fuss over his de-
parture. But we couldn’t let him go
without first wishing him well and say-
ing, ‘“Thanks, Jim. You have earned
it.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I join
the majority leader in his commenda-
tion of an extraordinary part of this
wonderful institution. Jim Talbert, as
the majority leader has indicated, is
retiring at the end of this week as the
Superintendent of the Senate Peri-
odical Press Gallery. He is one of hun-
dreds of members of our Capitol family
whom C-SPAN viewers never see but
without whom this institution would
simply not function. He has served
Congress with distinction for 32 years.
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Born on February 22, 1943, in Wash-
ington, D.C., he has resided here all of
his life. He graduated from the Univer-
sity of Maryland with a degree in jour-
nalism in 1964 and began his career on
Capitol Hill in 1966, covering politics
for the Timmons News Service.

In 1968, he joined the House Daily
Press Gallery where he worked for 23
years. Much to our good fortune, he
came to the Senate in 1991 as the Su-
perintendent of the Senate Periodical
Press Gallery. The periodical gallery is
one of three press galleries in the Sen-
ate. It is the nerve center for Capitol
Hill reporters representing mnational
and local magazines and newsletters.
More than 1,700 journalists rep-
resenting 250 different news organiza-
tions are credentialed to use the Peri-
odical Press Gallery to file stories,
stay in contact with home offices, and
get information on Senate activities.
As head of the periodical gallery, Jim
approves credentials for reporters cov-
ering Capitol Hill. He acts as a liaison
between the press and Senate staff and
keeps up-to-the-minute information on
what is happening on the Senate floor.

Reporters do not turn to Jim simply
for information about where a press
conference is being held or when a bill
might be coming to the floor. They
also depend on his vast knowledge of
Senate history and legislative proce-
dure to make sense of our sometimes
confusing parliamentary rules. He is a
professional, an efficient and fair-
minded person in carrying out all of his
duties. He is also generous and always
has a humorous story to share.

While his departure will have report-
ers scrambling to find a good source on
Senate procedure, he can leave know-
ing that the periodical gallery staff he
has worked so hard to train is com-
mitted to maintaining his same high
standards.

Besides his retirement, Jim will cele-
brate another happy milestone this
year. In 1995, Jim was diagnosed with
throat cancer. In his 5-year fight to
beat cancer, he endured several rounds
of radiation treatment and surgery and
missed only 1 month of work. Recently,
Jim was declared cancer free.

Finally, I always sensed that there
was something unusually wise about
Jim. That hunch was confirmed re-
cently when I learned that he and his
wife, Judy, will be moving to her home-
town, Brookings, SD, home of South
Dakota State University. I can’t think
of a better place to retire. I am glad to
call them constituents and look for-
ward to seeing them many times in my
State and now their State.

I wish Jim and Judy well. Jim has
served this Senate with dedication and
distinction. I look forward to being
able to serve with him, for a change, as
his Senator. I wish him and Judy all of
the best as they begin their new life in
South Dakota.

———

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREEMENT

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that the Senator
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from Virginia be recognized to offer a
series of cleared amendments to the
pending DOD authorization bill, and
following the disposition of the 41-plus
cleared amendments, the DOD author-
ization bill be laid aside and that the
Senate then turn to the House Trans-
portation appropriations bill and the
Senate bill be immediately offered as
an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I also had
intended to ask consent that when the
Senate resumes the DOD bill, the
Smith amendment be laid aside and
Senator DODD be recognized to offer his
amendment regarding a Cuba commis-
sion. I am informed that Senator
McCAIN would object to that, but I as-
sure Senator DASCHLE and Senator
DopD and Senator MACK and Senator
LEVIN and Senator WARNER, everybody,
we will keep working to see if we can
get this done. I think that is what we
should do.

We are going to go back to DOD au-
thorization in the morning in some
form. Everybody is wanting to get in
line or get their position first, or they
don’t want us to allow that second-de-
gree slot to be opened, I guess, to the
Smith amendment. Others want it to
be open. It is kind of complicated. A lot
of Senators are invoking their rights.
They have a right to do that.

I do plead with the Senate, Repub-
licans and Democrats, to work with us
to try to get our appropriations bills
done. I am going to continue to try to
keep my word. Senator DASCHLE is
working with me, and Senators are co-
operating on both sides to come back
to make progress on the Department of
Defense authorization bill.

We were prepared to go to the Mur-
ray amendment, which is germane to
the Defense bill. It is a Defense amend-
ment. But I believe Senator FEINGOLD
or somebody objected to that. We will
keep working here. I think we can
work through this in a way that will
allow us to come back to the Defense
authorization bill and deal with De-
fense-related amendments, which is
what I prefer. It is our national secu-
rity we are talking about. But there
are amendments that Senators on both
sides of the aisle want to offer that are
not germane. We will try to find an or-
derly way in which to do that.

At this point, I am advised that there
will be objections on this side on one
approach and on that side on another
approach. Let’s keep working to find a
way to get this done.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I just
urge the cooperation of all Senators.
The only way this dual track is going
to work is if we can accommodate each
other’s needs. That is what generated
our agreement to address both bills in
this fashion. Senators on both sides
want to be accommodated. They have
amendments to offer. This allows for
that process to continue—to allow
amendments on Defense authorization
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