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that people were focused on that, but
to wait that long makes little sense. I
understand that the law now requires
that any such incident must be re-
ported to the Department of Energy
within 8 hours. Finally, DOE head-
quarters was informed of the missing
data on June 1.

While it may seem premature to
speculate foul play, I must say that
neither DOE nor the Administration
have a strong track record in the area
of safeguards and security. Unfortu-
nately, this is not the first incident of
lax security during this Administra-
tion.

Here are just a few of the reported in-
cidents.

March 1999—It was determined that
the Chinese had penetrated Los Alamos
Laboratory and stole our nuclear se-
crets.

Last December—A Russian diplomat
is ordered to leave after a microphone
transmitter is discovered on the Tth
floor of the State Department, only a
short walk from the office of Secretary
Albright.

Then there is the case of the missing
laptops at the State Department and
the situation with the former CIA Di-
rector John Deutch, who since has lost
all his clearances, of mishandling clas-
sified information.

While not all these cases are related
to the newly created NNSA, they do
show that a new attitude and new ethic
must be incorporated into this Admin-
istration. We have had too many prob-
lems at too many places.

That is why I am glad that General
Gordon is finally being voted on by this
Senate. I am sorry that this vote took
so long to take place. This vote was ob-
jected to by some who wanted to get a
better deal on a few items in the De-
fense authorization bill relating to the
NNSA. It was my belief there would be
obstacles in this job, but I never be-
lieved it would happen before he got to
the NNSA. However, now that the ob-
jection to General Gordon’s nomina-
tion has been lifted, we can finally
move this nomination. Gen. Gordon’s
position is far too valuable to be made
a political pawn and the latest incident
at Los Alamos proves that.

Also, I let him know that I don’t ex-
pect miracles, I just expect our na-
tional security be treated as such. No
longer should science and personnel
matters out rank security. We must
change this culture and I believe that
General Gordon is the right person for
this job. I want to thank General Gor-
don for his dedication and commitment
to his country and for serving in this
new position.

Lastly, Mr. President, I look forward
to the hearings on the latest incident
at the lab. For too long I have heard
this administration crowing that they
are taking care of the security prob-
lems, but this latest incident shows
that their actions don’t match their
words. While this administration
crowed they attempted to undermine
what Congress had done last year to
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strengthen security in the Department
of Energy through amendments in the
Strategic Subcommittee of the Armed
Services Committee. As chairman of
that committee I was appalled at the
action of Democrat members of the
committee as well in their attempts to
stop the nomination of General Gor-
don. We must and will get to the bot-
tom of our nation’s security problems.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

All time having expired, the question
is, Will the Senate advise and consent
to the nomination of Gen. John A. Gor-
don, United States Air Force, to be
Under Secretary for Nuclear Security,
Department of Energy? On this ques-
tion, the yeas and nays have been or-
dered, and the clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-
ator from New York (Mr. MOYNIHAN),
the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
REED), and the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) are nec-
essarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 97,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 128 Ex.]

YEAS—97
Abraham Enzi Lott
Akaka Feingold Lugar
Allard Feinstein Mack
Ashcroft Fitzgerald McCain
Baucus Frist MecConnell
Bayh Gorton Mikulski
Bennett Graham Murkowski
Biden Gramm N
Bingaman Grams %Ill(ljlkrlzz
Bond Grassley Reid
Boxer Gregg
Breaux Hagel Robb
Brownback Harkin Roberts
Bryan Hatch Roth
Bunning Helms Santorum
Burns Hollings Sarbanes
Byrd Hutchinson Schumer
Campbell Hutchison Sessions
Chafee, L. Inhofe Shelby
Cleland Inouye Smith (NH)
Cochran Jeffords Smith (OR)
Collins Johnson Snowe
Conrad Kennedy Specter
Coverdell Kerrey Stevens
Craig Kerry Thomas
Crapo Kohl Thompson
Daschle Kyl Thurmond
DeWine Landrieu . :
Torricelli
Dodd Lautenberg Voinovich
Domenici Leahy
Dorgan Levin Warner
Durbin Lieberman Wellstone
Edwards Lincoln Wyden
NOT VOTING—3

Moynihan Reed Rockefeller

The nomination was confirmed.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, we are dis-
cussing an agreement as to how to pro-
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ceed. We need to actually get it typed
up where everybody can review it. I say
to Senator DASCHLE, I will make some
remarks commending the gentleman’s
movement to South Carolina. I
thought he might want to join me in
that. I will take some leader time to do
that while we get the final look at the
agreement.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HONORING JIM TALBERT’S
RETIREMENT FROM SENATE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, let me
make a very important correction. The
gentleman I am going to speak about
briefly is going to be moving to South
Dakota, not South Carolina. He obvi-
ously likes cooler weather and not hot
weather. He deserves to be able to go
wherever he chooses after the great
service he has provided to the Con-
gress.

I want to take a moment to say good-
bye on behalf of the Senate to a man
we know quite well. I know Senator
DASCHLE is going to join me in this and
make some comments, either in a few
minutes or later. I am talking about
Jim Talbert, who is Superintendent of
the Senate’s Periodical Press Gallery
and is retiring this week after 32 years
of service.

Jim and I came to the House of Rep-
resentatives in the same year, 1968. He
was hired in the House Daily Press Gal-
lery, and I was hired as an aide to then-
Congressman Bill Colmer, chairman of
the Rules Committee. Twenty-three
years and five Speakers later, Jim
crossed the DMZ in the Capitol to the
Senate to be Superintendent of the Pe-
riodical Press Gallery.

Early on, Jim figured out what it
took to get things done around here:
know the rules. He knew them. That is
why he became such a valuable re-
source. His expertise on congressional
procedure is widely recognized and con-
sulted by rookie reporters, veteran cor-
respondents, and, yes, even by an occa-
sional Senator or House Member who
knows that he spent those many years
in the House. His generosity in sharing
his knowledge and time has brought
him a great many friends on the second
and third floors of this Capitol.

I have a letter from the Executive
Committee of Correspondents that de-
scribes in the reporters’ words all Jim
has accomplished on their behalf in the
Senate. I ask unanimous consent that
that letter be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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