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60TH ANNIVERSARY OF SOVIET

EXECUTION

Mr. COVERDELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate now proceed to
the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar 592, S. Con. Res. 118.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 118)

commemorating the 60th anniversary of the
execution of the Polish captives by Soviet
authorities in April and May 1940.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. COVERDELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the concurrent resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and any statements re-
lating to this resolution be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Con. Res. 118) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,

reads as follows:
S. CON. RES. 118

Whereas 60 years ago, between April 3 and
the end of May 1940, more than 22,000 Polish
military officers, police officers, judges,
other government officials, and civilians
were executed by the Soviet secret police,
the NKVD;

Whereas Joseph Stalin and other leaders of
the Soviet Union, following meeting of the
Soviet Politburo on March 5, 1940, signed the
decision to execute these Polish captives;

Whereas 14,537 of these Polish victims have
been documented at 3 sites, 4,406 in Katyn
(now in Belarus), 6,311 in Miednoye (now in
Russia), and 3,820 in Kharkiv (now in
Ukraine);

Whereas the fate of approximately 7,000
other victims remains unknown and their
graves together with the graves of other vic-
tims of communism, are scattered around
the territory of the former Soviet Union and
are now impossible to locate precisely;

Whereas on April 13, 1943, the German
army announced the discovery of the mas-
sive graves in the Katyn Forest, when that
area was under Nazi occupation;

Whereas on April 15, 1943, the Soviet Infor-
mation Bureau disavowed the executions and
attempted to cover up the Soviet Union’s re-
sponsibility for these executions by declar-
ing that these Polish captives had been en-
gaged in construction work west of Smo-
lensk and had fallen into the hands of the
Germans, who executed them;

Whereas on April 28–30, 1943, an inter-
national commission of 12 medical experts
visited Katyn at the invitation of the Ger-
man government and later reported unani-
mously that the Polish officers had been
shot three years earlier when the Smolensk
area was under Soviet administration;

Whereas until 1990 the Government of the
Soviet Union denied any responsibility for
the massacres and claimed to possess no in-
formation about the fate of the missing Pol-
ish victims;

Whereas on April 13, 1990, Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev acknowledged the Soviet
responsibility for the Katyn executions;

Whereas this admission confirmed the 1951–
52 extensive investigation by the United
States House of Representatives Select Com-

mittee to Conduct an Investigation and
Study of the Facts, Evidence, and Cir-
cumstances of the Katyn Forest Massacre
and its Final Report (pursuant to House Res-
olution H.R. 390 and H.R. 539, 82d Congress);

Whereas that committee’s final report of
December 22, 1952, unanimously concluded
that ‘‘beyond any question of reasonable
doubt, that the Soviet NKVD (People’s Com-
missariat of Internal Affairs) committed the
mass murders of the Polish officers and in-
tellectual leaders in the Katyn Forest near
Smolensk’’ and that the Soviet Union ‘‘is di-
rectly responsible for the Katyn massacre’’;
and

Whereas that report also concluded that
‘‘approximately 15,000 Polish prisoners were
interned in three Soviet camps: Kozielsk,
Starobielsk, and Ostashkov in the winter of
1939–40’’ and, ‘‘with the exception of 400 pris-
oners, these men have not been heard from,
seen, or found since the spring of 1940’’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress
hereby—

(1) remembers and honors those Polish offi-
cers, government officials, and civilians who
were murdered in April and May 1940 by the
NKVD;

(2) recognizes all those scholars, research-
ers, and writers from Poland, Russia, the
United States and, elsewhere and, particu-
larly, those who worked under Soviet and
communist domination and who had the
courage to tell the truth about the crimes
committed at Katyn, Miednoye, and
Kharkiv; and

(3) urges all people to remember and honor
these and other victims of communism so
that such crimes will never be repeated.

f

COMMENDING REPUBLIC OF
CROATIA

Mr. COVERDELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate now proceed to
the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar 593, House concurrent resolution
251.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 251)

commending the Republic of Croatia for the
conduct of its parliamentary and Presi-
dential election.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution, which had been reported
from the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, with an amendment and an
amendment to the preamble, as fol-
lows:

[The parts of the resolution intended
to be stricken are shown in boldface
brackets and the parts of the resolu-
tion intended to be inserted are shown
in italic.]

Whereas the fourth Croatian parliamen-
tary elections, held on January 3, 2000,
marked Croatia’s progress toward meeting
its commitments as a participating state of
the Organization on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE) and as a member of
the Council of Europe;

Whereas Croatia’s third presidential elec-
tions were conducted smoothly and profes-
sionally and concluded on February 7, 2000,
with the ølandslide¿ election of Stipe Mesic
as the new President of the Republic of Cro-
atia;

Whereas the free and fair elections in Cro-
atia, and the following peaceful and orderly

transfer of power from the old government to
the new, is an example of democracy to the
people of other nations in the region and a
major contribution to the democratic devel-
opment of southeastern Europe; and

Whereas the people of Croatia have made
clear that they want Croatia to take its
rightful place in the family of European de-
mocracies and to develop a closer and more
constructive relationship with the Euro-At-
lantic community of democratic nations:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), øThat it is the sense
of Congress that—

ø(1) the people of the Republic of Croatia
are to be congratulated on the successful
elections and the outgoing Government of
Croatia is to be commended for the demo-
cratic standards with which it managed the
elections;

ø(2) the United States should support the
efforts of the new Government of Croatia to
increase its work on refugee return, privat-
ization reform, media reform, and further co-
operation with the International Criminal
Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) to
set an example to other countries in the re-
gion;

ø(3) the Congress strongly supports Cro-
atia’s commitment to western democratic
standards and will give its full support to the
new Government of Croatia to fully imple-
ment democratic reforms; and

ø(4) the United States continues to pro-
mote Croatian-American economic, political,
and military relations and recognizes Cro-
atia as a loyal partner in south central Eu-
rope.

ø(5) taking into consideration Croatia’s
contributions as a committed partner in the
region, the Congress recommends estab-
lishing strategic partnership with the Repub-
lic of Croatia and supports its membership in
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s
Partnership for Peace program and its acces-
sion into the World Trade Organization.¿
That it is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the people of the Republic of Croatia are to
be congratulated on the successful elections and
the outgoing Government of Croatia is to be
commended for the democratic standards with
which it managed the elections;

(2) the United States should support the ef-
forts of the new Government of Croatia to in-
crease its work on refugee return, privatization
reform, media reform, and further cooperation
with the International Criminal Tribunal for
Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) to set an example to
other countries in the region;

(3) Congress strongly supports Croatia’s com-
mitment to western democratic standards and
will give its full support to the new Government
of Croatia to fully implement democratic re-
forms; and

(4) the United States continues to promote
Croatian-American economic, political, and
military relations and recognizes Croatia as a
loyal partner in south central Europe.

Mr. COVERDELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the committee amend-
ment be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment was
agreed to.

Mr. COVERDELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution, as amend-
ed, be agreed to, the amendment to the
preamble be agreed to, and the pre-
amble, as amended, be agreed to, the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and any statements relating to
this resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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