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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 333) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

AUTHORIZING USE OF ROTUNDA
OF THE CAPITOL

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to consideration of H.
Con. Res. 344, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 344)
permitting the use of the Rotunda of the
Capitol for a ceremony to present the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Father Theodore
Hesburgh.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. BROWNBACK. | ask unanimous
consent that the concurrent resolution
be agreed to, the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table, and any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 344) was agreed to.

RADIATION EXPOSURE COMPENSA-
TION ACT AMENDMENTS OF 2000

Mr. BROWNBACK. | ask unanimous
consent the Chair lay before the Senate
a message from the House of Rep-
resentatives to accompany S. 1515, an
Act to amend the Radiation Exposure
Compensation Act, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Pre-
siding Officer laid before the Senate
the following message from the House
of Representatives:

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S.
1515) entitled ““An Act to amend the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act, and for
other purposes’, do pass with the following
amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““‘Radiation Ex-
posure Compensation Act Amendments of 2000"".
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act
(42 U.S.C. 2210 note) recognized the responsi-
bility of the Federal Government to compensate
individuals who were harmed by the mining of
radioactive materials or fallout from nuclear
arms testing;

(2) a congressional oversight hearing con-
ducted by the Committee on Labor and Human
Resources of the Senate demonstrated that since
enactment of the Radiation Exposure Com-
pensation Act (42 U.S.C. 2210 note), regulatory
burdens have made it too difficult for some de-
serving individuals to be fairly and efficiently
compensated;

(3) reports of the Atomic Energy Commission
and the National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health testify to the need to extend
eligibility to States in which the Federal Gov-
ernment sponsored uranium mining and milling
from 1941 through 1971;
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(4) scientific data resulting from the enact-
ment of the Radiation Exposed Veterans Com-
pensation Act of 1988 (38 U.S.C. 101 note), and
obtained from the Committee on the Biological
Effects of lonizing Radiations, and the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Committee on Human Radiation
Experiments provide medical validation for the
extension of compensable radiogenic
pathologies;

(5) above-ground uranium miners, millers and
individuals who transported ore should be fairly
compensated, in a manner similar to that pro-
vided for underground uranium miners, in cases
in which those individuals suffered disease or
resultant death, associated with radiation expo-
sure, due to the failure of the Federal Govern-
ment to warn and otherwise help protect citizens
from the health hazards addressed by the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 2210 note); and

(6) it should be the responsibility of the Fed-
eral Government in partnership with State and
local governments and appropriate healthcare
organizations, to initiate and support programs
designed for the early detection, prevention and
education on radiogenic diseases in approved
States to aid the thousands of individuals ad-
versely affected by the mining of uranium and
the testing of nuclear weapons for the Nation’s
weapons arsenal.

SEC. 3. AMENDMENTS TO THE RADIATION EXPO-
SURE COMPENSATION ACT.

(a) CLAIMS RELATING TO ATMOSPHERIC NuU-
CLEAR TESTING.—Section 4(a)(1) of the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act (42 U.S.C.
2210 note) is amended to read as follows:

‘(1) CLAIMS RELATING TO LEUKEMIA.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—AnN individual described in
this subparagraph shall receive an amount spec-
ified in subparagraph (B) if the conditions de-
scribed in subparagraph (C) are met. An indi-
vidual referred to in the preceding sentence is
an individual who—

“(i)(1) was physically present in an affected
area for a period of at least 1 year during the
period beginning on January 21, 1951, and end-
ing on October 31, 1958;

“(I1) was physically present in the affected
area for the period beginning on June 30, 1962,
and ending on July 31, 1962; or

“(111) participated onsite in a test involving
the atmospheric detonation of a nuclear device;
and

““(ii) submits written documentation that such
individual developed leukemia—

“(1) after the applicable period of physical
presence described in subclause (I) or (Il) of
clause (i) or onsite participation described in
clause (i)(111) (as the case may be); and

“(I1) more that 2 years after first exposure to
fallout.

““(B) AMOUNTS.—If the conditions described in
subparagraph (C) are met, an individual—

(i) who is described in subclause (1) or (1) of
subparagraph (A)(i) shall receive $50,000; or

““(ii) who is described in subclause (I11) of
subparagraph (A)(i) shall receive $75,000.

““(C) CoNDITIONS.—The conditions described
in this subparagraph are as follows:

““(i) Initial exposure occurred prior to age 21.

““(ii) The claim for a payment under subpara-
graph (B) is filed with the Attorney General by
or on behalf of the individual.

““(iii) The Attorney General determines, in ac-
cordance with section 6, that the claim meets the
requirements of this Act.”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 4(b) of the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act (42 U.S.C.
2210 note) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A) by inserting ‘““Wayne,
San Juan,” after ““‘Millard,’’; and

(B) by amending subparagraph (C) to read as
follows:

““(C) in the State of Arizona, the counties of
Coconino, Yavapai, Navajo, Apache, and Gila;
and”’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)—
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(A) by striking ‘‘the onset of the disease was
between 2 and 30 years of first exposure,” and
inserting ‘“‘the onset of the disease was at least
2 years after first exposure, lung cancer (other
than in situ lung cancer that is discovered dur-
ing or after a post-mortem exam),’’;

(B) by striking ‘“(provided initial exposure oc-
curred by the age of 20)’" after ““thyroid’’;

(C) by inserting ‘““‘male or’” before ‘‘female
breast’’;

(D) by striking ““(provided initial exposure oc-
curred prior to age 40)" after ‘“female breast’’;

(E) by striking ‘“(provided low alcohol con-
sumption and not a heavy smoker)” after
“‘esophagus’’;

(F) by striking “‘(provided initial exposure oc-
curred before age 30)”" after ‘‘stomach’’;

(G) by striking ““(provided not a heavy smok-
er)’” after “‘pharynx’’;

(H) by striking ““‘(provided not a heavy smoker
and low coffee consumption)’ after ‘“pancreas’’;
and

(1) by inserting ‘“‘salivary gland, urinary blad-
der, brain, colon, ovary,” after ‘‘gall bladder,”.

(c) CLAIMS RELATING TO URANIUM MINING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 5(a) of the Radiation
Exposure Compensation Act (42 U.S.C. 2210
note) is amended to read as follows:

““(a) ELIGIBILITY OF INDIVIDUALS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—AnN individual shall receive
$100,000 for a claim made under this Act if—

““(A) that individual—

““(i) was employed in a uranium mine or ura-
nium mill (including any individual who was
employed in the transport of uranium ore or va-
nadium-uranium ore from such mine or mill) lo-
cated in Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Wyo-
ming, South Dakota, Washington, Utah, Idaho,
North Dakota, Oregon, and Texas at any time
during the period beginning on January 1, 1942,
and ending on December 31, 1971; and

“@ii)(1) was a miner exposed to 40 or more
working level months of radiation and submits
written medical documentation that the indi-
vidual, after that exposure, developed lung can-
cer or a nonmalignant respiratory disease; or

“(I1) was a miller or ore transporter who
worked for at least 1 year during the period de-
scribed under clause (i) and submits written
medical documentation that the individual,
after that exposure, developed lung cancer or a
nonmalignant respiratory disease or renal can-
cers and other chronic renal disease including
nephritis and kidney tubal tissue injury;

““(B) the claim for that payment is filed with
the Attorney General by or on behalf of that in-
dividual; and

““(C) the Attorney General determines, in ac-
cordance with section 6, that the claim meets the
requirements of this Act.

““(2) INCLUSION OF ADDITIONAL STATES.—Para-
graph (1)(A)(i) shall apply to a State, in addi-
tion to the States named under such clause, if—

“(A) an Atomic Energy Commission uranium
mine was operated in such State at any time
during the period beginning on January 1, 1942,
and ending on December 31, 1971;

“(B) the State submits an application to the
Department of Justice to include such State;
and

““(C) the Attorney General makes a determina-
tion to include such State.

““(3) PAYMENT REQUIREMENT.—Each payment
under this section may be made only in accord-
ance with section 6.”.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—Section 5(b) of the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act (42 U.S.C.
2210 note) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘and’’ before ‘“‘corpulmonale’;
and

(ii) by striking **; and if the claimant,” and
all that follows through the end of the para-
graph and inserting “‘, silicosis, and pneumo-
coniosis;’’;

(B) by striking the period at the end of para-
graph (4) and inserting a semicolon; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:
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