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a time. We can do that at night. We
can work day and night for the next 3
weeks.

I would like to do the H-1B. I tried to
offer an agreement that could have led
to 20 amendments. That was objected
to on the other side. I am trying to find
a way to get all these good things done.
I will continue to try and hopefully we
will be able to work out an agreement
to consider them all. These appropria-
tions bills are high priority. That is
the people’s business.

If we do not get the appropriations
bills done, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment is going to have a problem with
housing in which they are involved.
The energy and water appropriations
bill has a lot of very important energy-
and-water-related issues. Certainly
both sides of the aisle would like to see
us get to the Agriculture appropria-
tions bill at the earliest possible date,
hopefully next Tuesday at the latest.
Those are all the things we have to do.

I want to make sure—I am willing to
go to H-1B right away, pass it or to get
some agreement that will not take 3, 4
days on one bill in among all these
other urgent bills we have to do.

Mr. REID. If my friend will allow
me——

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. REID. If I may make a statement
on my reservation. Reserving the right
to object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. We really should have H-
1B passed. It does not mean everybody
is in favor of it, but it is something
that needs to be done. It is very impor-
tant legislation. We need to have the
matter debated. I hope the leader will
take back the colloquy today. The Sen-
ator misspoke. He said 20 amendments.
I think he meant 10 amendments with
five on each side. Ten on each side
would be a deal. We can do that this in-
stant. I think the majority leader made
a mistake.

Mr. LOTT. Actually, it is five on
each side, which would be 10, plus sec-
ond-degree amendments would have
been in order, which could have
brought it to 20.

Mr. REID. I hope the Senator will
withdraw his unanimous consent re-
quest; otherwise, we will object to it.
We first should see if it can be brought
up and debated as any other matter. I
think I know the answer to that ques-
tion. Then the Senator should review
his suggestion that we have five
amendments per side and, of course, if
relevant includes immigration-related
and training-related amendments, we
may not be able to do five. But I did in-
dicate to the Senator, we were already
down to seven. We are down to seven
amendments on our side. We would
agree——

Mr. LOTT. Seven amendments on H-
1B or seven amendments on estate tax.

Mr. REID. H-1B. We should revisit
this issue. If the Senator wants to re-
introduce his unanimous consent re-
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quest tomorrow, fine. Let’s see if we
can come up with something that will
meet the timeframe of what the major-
ity leader wishes. As I have indicated,
this is not my preference in doing busi-
ness, but this legislation is very impor-
tant, and I want to spread upon the
RECORD the fact we are not trying to
hold up this legislation. The minority
wants to move forward, as Senator
DASCHLE indicated today. If the Sen-
ator persists in his unanimous consent
request, I will object. I hope the Sen-
ator will withdraw that and see if in
the next 24 hours we can work some-
thing out on this important legisla-
tion.

Mr. LOTT. So the record will be
clear, I am trying hard to find a way to
get this considered. I won’t insist on
my unanimous consent request, but
since we are working night and day and
looking for ways to get these things
done, if you are down to seven, if you
can get it down to five relevant amend-
ments, and we can continue to work on
this, maybe this would be a bill we
could do at night the third week, but
we are willing to see if we can find a
way to get it done.

Mr. REID. I think this is Mississippi
math because we started at 10 and kind
of split the difference.

Mr. LOTT. No, no. It was 5 and 5.

Mr. REID. No, but it was 10 on our
side. We said 10; you said 5. But now I
said we are down to 7.

Mr. LOTT. You are headed in the
right direction. Just keep working.
You are making progress.

Mr. REID. So I hope we can work
something out on this. In the mean-
time, Mr. President——

Mr. DORGAN. Reserving the right to
object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. DORGAN. Reserving the right to
object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

Mr. DORGAN. I am a little uncom-
fortable with the discussion here. The
discussion is: Under what conditions
will the majority leader allow us to
consider this bill? I understand that
amendments are inconvenient, but the
rules of the Senate allow people to be
elected to the Senate and offer amend-
ments and consider legislation.

The unanimous consent request of-
fered by the majority leader was to
take up this bill and pass it without
any discussion or any amendments.
Now there is a negotiation here saying:
Maybe I will allow it to be brought to
the floor if the Senator from Nevada
would, on behalf of his side, agree to no
more than five amendments.

The fact is, it seems to me if we fret-
ted a little less about what someone
might do when they bring something to
the floor and started working through
it, it would probably take a whole lot
less time.

I happen to be supportive of the H-1B
legislation, but I am not very sup-
portive of some notion of anybody in
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the Senate saying: Here are the condi-
tions under which we will consider it—
and only these conditions—and if you
don’t like it, we won’t consider it.

I hope the Senator from Nevada—if
the majority leader insists on his unan-
imous consent request—will make a
unanimous consent request following
that similar to the one suggested by
the Senator from Massachusetts, a
unanimous consent request to bring
the issue to the floor under the regular
order at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. REID. Objection.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

Mr. REID. If the Senator would with-
hold, I do ask unanimous consent that
the H-1B legislation be brought before
the Senate at this time, that we be al-
lowed to proceed on that.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I withhold
that UC request I made, but I object to
the one that was just made.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I renew my
unanimous consent request that the
Senate proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2001

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, while
the distinguished leader is on the floor,
there was some hope we could bring up
the military authorization bill tonight.
Senator LEVIN and I consulted with
you on this, I say to the majority lead-
er. We will have for our joint leader-
ship tomorrow a list of amendments,
with time agreements, and be ready to
go. I say to the majority leader, you
can splice this in as you see fit. I as-
sure the majority leader—I see my dis-
tinguished colleague from Michigan on
the floor—my colleague from Michigan
is ready to join me on this. We will
present to our joint leadership specific
germane amendments on the list, and
move along on this bill.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if the Sen-
ator would yield, I am not sure what
that means. That means, I think, you
are not going to be able to consider any
amendments tonight.

Mr. WARNER. That is correct. We
made a strong effort.

Mr. LOTT. When you say you will
present a list of amendments, and will
try to work them through the process,
that does mean, I take it, the amend-
ments still would be debated, if they
have to be debated.
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