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the youth of our society a better fu-
ture.

We are truly fortunate to have an in-
dividual such as Father Albert as a
member of our society. I am confident
that our future is much brighter
thanks to the efforts of Father Albert
and other young Americans like him.e

———————

RECOGNITION OF OUR LADY OF
PROVIDENCE JUNIOR/SENIOR
HIGH SCHOOL IN CLARKSVILLE,
INDIANA, WINNER OF THE PRES-
TIGIOUS BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS
AWARD

e Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
proudly today to congratulate Our
Lady of Providence Junior/Senior High
School in Clarksville, Indiana for its
selection by the U.S. Secretary of Edu-
cation as one of the Nation’s out-
standing Blue Ribbon Schools. Our
Lady of Providence is one of only two
Indiana schools, and of only 198 schools
across the country, to be awarded this
prestigious recognition.

In order to be recognized as a Blue
Ribbon School, Our Lady of Providence
met rigorous criteria for overall excel-
lence. The teachers and administration
officials demonstrated to the Secretary
of Education the qualities necessary to
prepare successfully our young people
for the challenges of the new century,
and proved that the students here ef-
fectively met local, state and national
goals.

Hoosiers can be very proud of our
Blue Ribbon schools. The students and
faculty of Our Lady of Providence have
shown a consistent commitment to
academic excellence and community
leadership. Our Lady of Providence has
raised the bar for educating our chil-
dren and for nurturing strong values.
This Hoosier school provides a clear ex-
ample as we work to improve the qual-
ity of education in Indiana and across
the Nation.e

————
TRIBUTE TO JAN GORDON

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, as the
Senate nears adjournment I want to
pay a special tribute to a special mem-
ber of the Armed Services Committee’s
Minority staff. After a long and suc-
cessful career in both the Executive
and Legislative Branch, but mostly
here in the United States Senate, Jan
Gordon will be leaving our staff on No-
vember 30. Speaking not only for my-
self, but on behalf of the entire Com-
mittee and our staff, I can tell you that
Jan will be sorely missed.

A native North Carolinian, in 1972
Jan Gordon was recruited by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation to come to
Washington, D.C. to work as an execu-
tive secretary in their Intelligence Di-
vision. While her heart always re-
mained in North Carolina, her feet be-
came firmly planted in Washington.

After four years at the FBI, Jan
began her Senate career, working first
on the staff of the Joint Atomic En-
ergy Committee, and then nine and a
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half years for the Secretary of the Sen-
ate in the Office of National Security
Information, which later became what
is now the Office of Senate Security.
Countless numbers of my colleagues
and staff who attended classified brief-
ings or conferences up in S-407 of the
Capitol during that period have first
hand knowledge of Jan Gordon’s supe-
rior administrative abilities and orga-
nizational skills.

In 1987, Chairman Sam Nunn of the
Armed Service Committee appointed
Jan Gordon as a staff assistant, and she
was charged with the very demanding
task supporting the staff and work of
the Strategic Subcommittee. Not sur-
prisingly, Jan rose to the occasion. She
met all of the needs of the Sub-
committee, while at the same time she
had sole responsibility for the proc-
essing and printing of typically 20-25
hearing transcripts per year, many of
which were classified. Because her
work was so excellent, Jan Gordon was
the person Committee’s Chief Clerk
turned to when new staff assistants
needed to be taught ‘“how to do things
the right way.”

When I became Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee in 1997 fol-
lowing Senator San Nunn’s retirement
from the Senate, one of the quickest
and easiest decisions I made was to ask
Jan to continue working for me and
the rest of the Committee’s Minority
Members and staff. I was delighted that
she accepted my offer, because Jan is a
valuable and key member of the Minor-
ity Staff of the Armed Services Com-
mittee.

Jan Gordon’s service on the staff of
the Armed Services Committee has
been remarkable. She has an uncom-
promising work ethic and a strong
dedication to duty. Of the over 5,000
days she will have worked for the
Armed Services Committee when she
retires, she has only had seven sick
days. Being late to work, cutting any
corner for the sake of moving a project
forward, or not being totally coopera-
tive and responsive are foreign and un-
acceptable concepts to Jan. Her stead-
fast attention to detail is legendary
around the Committee, as is her com-
mitment to meeting the highest stand-
ards in everything she does.

Jan Gordon has always given com-
pletely of herself each and every day of
the nearly fourteen years she has
served on the staff of the Senate Armed
Services Committee. When she departs
the Committee staff, all of us will re-
member her for her professionalism,
her enthusiasm, and the consistently
high standard she set for herself. We
are grateful for her service to the Sen-
ate and the Nation, and we wish her
many years of health and happiness in
the future.e

———
GEORGIA EARLY LEARNING
INITIATIVE
e Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, with a

focus on the horizon and a knowledge
of where we’ve been, I come before you
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today to laud a group that has dedi-
cated its time and resources to Geor-
gia’s youth in attempts to secure a
brighter future for us all. Throughout
its existence, The Georgia Early Learn-
ing Initiative, a collaboration of busi-
ness and labor leaders, health and
human service providers, educators,
and legislators, has sought to increase
access to, and funding for, early edu-
cation throughout our state.

As a reflection of today’s fast-paced
society, households increasingly boast
two working parents who can neither
afford to miss work nor pay the often
exorbitant cost of childcare in our
country. In fact, while only forty per-
cent of children are cared for by a par-
ent all day, sixty-seven percent of
Georgia mothers with children under
age six are in the workforce. Increas-
ingly, many parents want to stay
home, yet have no choice but to work.
However, it takes a dedicated and self-
less group of people to bring about re-
sults; there is no greater champion of
Georgia’s children and investment in
the future than The Georgia Early
Learning Initiative.

A child’s pre-school years are more
important than we have previously ac-
knowledged. With 554,430 Georgia chil-
dren currently enrolled in preschool,
and the knowledge that ninety percent
of human brain functions develop dur-
ing the first three years of life, early
learning and improved childcare are
perhaps more important than ever be-
fore. It is our responsibility as a nation
and leaders to support activists who
are willing to fight for worthy causes,
especially when those causes will ben-
efit generations to come. We owe it to
our children to provide equal access to
early learning options which will place
them on a secure footing and will allow
them to excel in life. It is the mission
of the dedicated men and women who
comprise the Georgia Early Learning
Initiative to increase childcare choices
for parents and to extend the oppor-
tunity to succeed to all of America’s
children, no matter what their family’s
station in life. In the future, we will
only be as strong as our children. As
Pearl Buck said, ‘“‘If our American way
of life fails the child, it fails us all.”

As I think back to where we have
been and once again focus on the glo-
rious horizon, I cannot help but feel op-
timistic about our future knowing that
men and women like those working
with the Georgia Early Learning Ini-
tiative continue to fight for a better
tomorrow for all of our children.e

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HONOR-
ABLE JUDGE JULIO FUENTES

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize one of New Jer-
sey’s extremely talented and humble
public servants, the Honorable Judge
Julio Fuentes. This distinguished
member of my State is being honored
with the dedication of the 25th His-
panic-American Parade of New Jersey
Annual Banquet in his name, and it
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