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the Department of Veterans Affairs ac-
knowledged that it was ‘‘clearly and
unmistakably erroneous’ in rating
Hermann’s injury too low. Instead of a
10 percent rating, Hermann’s injuries
during World War II were consistent
with a 30 percent disability rating.

Over these 50 years, Hermann re-
ceived approximately $10,000, when he
should have actually received closer to
$70,000. Unfortunately, only one week
prior to the Department of Veterans
Affairs correcting this problem, Her-
mann Schochenmaier passed away. To
further complicate matters, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs refused to
give Hermann’s family the disability
benefits he rightfully earned.

For the past five years, I have
worked with Frances to exhaust every
avenue within the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. The answer was always
the same: the law does not allow for
veterans’ widows to receive these lost
benefits. So, I decided that it must
take an act of Congress—literally—to
ensure that a veteran’s widow from
Bonesteel received the benefits her
husband earned, but was denied from
receiving in his lifetime.

Thanks to the perseverance from
members of my office, the continued
faith of Frances and her family, and
some bipartisanship among members of
Congress, we were able to pass this im-
portant legislation in the Senate and
put it on a track to be signed into law
by the President before the end of this
year.

My wife, Barbara, and I are parents
of a son who serves our country in the
Army, and we know the sacrifices fami-
lies make when their loved-ones travel
overseas in the military. I am sorry
that fate denied Hermann the oppor-
tunity to see justice done with the cor-
rection of his disability rating. I am
thankful that fate and old-fashioned
elbow-grease over these past five years
has given our country the opportunity
to make things right with Frances and
the Schochenmaier family.e

———

RECOGNITION OF THE WELLPINIT
SCHOOL DISTRICT

e Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I take
the floor of the Senate today to tell
you about the hard working teachers,
faculty and parents of the Wellpinit
School District and their efforts to im-
prove their children’s education by
bringing technology to the classroom.
For their dedication, I am delighted to
present the Wellpinit School District
with one of my ‘“‘Innovation in Edu-
cation” Awards.

The Wellpinit School District is lo-
cated on the Spokane Indian Reserva-
tion in Eastern Washington and edu-
cates 440 students of which 95 percent
are of Native American descent. The K-
12 school has already far exceeded any
other rural school in Washington state
with its efforts to boost the use of
technology in the classroom. Under the
direction of Wellpinit’s Board of Direc-
tors and Superintendent Reid
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Reidlinger, Wellpinit implemented an
innovative program that includes in-
creasing student access to computers
and improving students’ use of the
internet and intranet.

Wellpinit reconfigured its cur-
riculum, integrating it with a com-
puter program that allows students
from both elementary and secondary
grades to access an individualized in-
structional program for any core sub-
ject. The computerized curriculum has
been highly effective in increasing na-
tional test scores. In fact, Wellpinit
was named the highest achieving In-
dian Reservation school based on the
Iowa Test of Basic Skills. Wellpinit has
also been selected as one of America’s
Top 100 Wired Schools by the editors of
Family PC Magazine.

Earlier this year, I awarded
Quillayute Valley School District one
of my ‘“Innovation in Education”
Awards for developing the Washington
Virtual Classroom Consortium (WVCOQC),
which links rural schools together via
the Internet in order to pool resources
and expand learning opportunities for
students and staff. Wellpinit has joined
the WVCC to further enhance the edu-
cational opportunities for all students.

Superintendent Reid Reidlinger told
me, ‘“Wellpinit has been a model for
other schools. Federal grants have
helped with bringing technology to our
district, and as a result, we have very
advanced students.”

I commend all those who have con-
tributed to Wellpinit’s technology plan
and ask that the Senate join me in rec-
ognizing the hard work and commit-
ment of the students, teachers and fac-
ulty at the Wellpinit School District.e

———

IN RECOGNITION OF TOM WILKENS

e Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize one of the truly
gifted athletes of the state of New Jer-
sey. It gives me great pleasure to ex-
tend my congratulations to Tom
Wilkens on winning the bronze medal
in the men’s 2000 meter individual med-
ley event at the XXVIIth Olympic
Games in Sydney, Australia.

Despite having asthma and a severe
allergy to chlorine, Tom Wilkens has
consistently performed as a champion.
At the 1999 Pan Pacific Championships,
he won a medal of each color, gold in
the 200 meter individual medley, silver
in the 200 meter breaststroke, and
bronze in the 400 meter individual med-
ley. To this impressive collection, he
adds a bronze from the Games of the
XXVIIth Olympiad.

Tom Wilkens represents the best of
New Jersey’s athletes. His outstanding
representation of New Jersey and the
United States at these Olympic Games
is a testament to the dedication that
has afforded him success in the face of
diversity.

Through his efforts, Tom Wilkens has
been able to achieve athletic greatness.
His commitment to excellence serves
as an inspiration and it is an honor for
me to be able to recognize his accom-
plishments.e
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. PATTY LEWIS

e Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize the professional dedi-
cation, vision and public service of
Mrs. Patty Lewis who will be leaving
the staff of the Senate Armed Services
Committee at the end of this year to
return to the Department of Defense to
serve in the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Health Affairs. It
has been a privilege for me to work
with Mrs. Lewis and it is an honor to
recognize her many outstanding ac-
complishments.

I asked Mrs. Lewis to join the staff of
the Armed Services Committee last Oc-
tober to assist me and the other Mem-
bers of the Committee deal with the
complex issues of improving the Mili-
tary Health Care System, TRICARE,
and providing health care to Medicare-
eligible retired military personnel and
their families. She is superbly com-
petent and demonstrated a level of pro-
fessionalism which far exceeded that of
many of her contemporaries. Mrs.
Lewis is an expert at cutting through
the red tape of the military health care
bureaucracy and never losing sight of
the fact that taking care of the indi-
vidual is paramount. Her focus was al-
ways on doing the right thing for our
service members and their families.

Mrs. Lewis has earned a reputation
as someone on whom we could rely to
provide fresh ideas, detailed research,
and practical solutions to complex
problems. Her professional abilities
and expertise have earned her the re-
spect and trust of her colleagues on
both sides of the aisle and in both
Houses of the Congress. Mrs. Lewis’
ability to clearly see a viable alter-
native when others could only see the
fog of confusion contributed to the suc-
cess of the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices in developing the legislation that
will, for the first time in history, de-
finitively entitle retired military per-
sonnel to the lifetime of health care
that they were promised when they
were recruited and reenlisted. With
Mrs. Lewis’ help, we are finally able to
fulfill that commitment.

Mr. President, initiative, caring serv-
ice and professionalism are the terms
used to describe Mrs. Lewis. Patty
Lewis is a great credit to the Senate
and the Nation. As she now departs to
share her experience and expertise with
the Department of Defense I call upon
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to recognize her service to the Senate
and wish her well in her new assign-
ment.e

———

HONORING INDUCTEES INTO THE
HALL OF VALOR

e Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise to day to honor the veterans who
will be inducted into the Hall of Valor
at Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Memorial Hall.
On October 14, 2000, 15 veterans, all of
whom served in World War II, will be
inducted in the Hall of Valor. All the
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veterans being recognized have re-
ceived either the Silver Star or the dis-
tinguished Flying Cross and are resi-
dents of Allegheny County and other
areas of Pennsylvania.

Each inductee has distinguished him-
self through gallantry and courage at
the risk of his own life, above and be-
yond the call of duty. This nation val-
ues their service and has recognized
these acts of heroism and bravery and
those of other servicemen and women.
Today, I would like to remember and
acknowledge the extraordinary valor
each inductee displayed in the name of
freedom.

Induction in the Hall of Valor is one
way we can bear witness to and ac-
knowledge the service of each inductee.
I wish to extend my sincere gratitude
for their sacrifice and dedication in the
U.S. Armed Forces. All of the heroes
we honor today—both those present
and those who have gone before us—de-
serve the highest esteem and admira-
tion. I ask my Senate colleagues to
join me in recognizing a few of our na-
tion’s veterans as they are inducted
into the Hall of Valor at Soldiers’ &
Sailors’ Memorial Hall in Pittsburgh,
PA.

In recognition of their actions, Jo-
seph Burdis, Jr., Samuel L. Collier,
James J. Fisher, James W. Regan,
John A. Somma, William G.
Stampahar, Leonard R. Tabish, and Ar-
thur R. Kiefer, Jr. will be inducted in
the Hall of Valor. The following vet-
erans will be posthumously inducted:
Richard Ascenzi, William John Beynon,
Thomas J. Korenich, John Lipovsik,
Jr., Joseph Anthony Papst, Michael J.
Popko, and Sigmund J. Zelczak.®

————
TRIBUTE TO DAVID VILLOTTI

e Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to David Villotti of Amherst, NH, on
being nominated for the ‘‘Angels in
Adoption” award. David has worked
tirelessly to improve the lives of many
children throughout New Hampshire.

David’s mission is to provide care
and support to the neediest children
and families in New Hampshire. David
has worked to reunite ‘‘his’’ children at
the Nashua Children’s Home to their
biological families or, if necessary,
have them placed in foster care or
adopted into loving families. Some of
these children have experienced a tre-
mendous amount of emotional and
physical trauma. David creates an en-
vironment that is safe for these chil-
dren to grow while they await word on
their family situation.

When David first began working at
the Nashua Children’s Home 15 years
ago, there were 18 children in resi-
dence. Today there are 46. David and
his staff continue to provide support to
families while allowing children the
environment that they need to grow
and mature into well-adjusted teen-
agers and adults. I am proud to have
nominated David for the ‘‘Angels in
Adoption” award for the state of New
Hampshire.
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David, it is an honor to serve you in
the U.S. Senate. I wish you all the best
in your future endeavors. May you al-
ways continue to inspire those around
you.e

———————

TRIBUTE TO DR. WENDELL WEART

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
to commend a fellow New Mexican, Dr.
Wendell Weart. He is a remarkable sci-
entist, an international authority on
radioactive waste management, and
the Senior Fellow at Sandia National
Laboratories in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. After his distinguished career,
he is retiring in October. His out-
standing abilities have been crucial to
the success of the world’s first deep
geologic repository for radioactive
waste. It is highly appropriate that we
recognize his contributions to that
project and to the nation.

The Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in
New Mexico began receiving defense-
program radioactive wastes in 1999.
The process that led to its opening was
long and difficult, requiring the solu-
tion of innumerable technical and so-
cial problems. Although many people
contributed to the solution of those
problems, Dr. Weart’s role was para-
mount throughout.

He led Sandia’s technical support for
the project from its beginnings in the
early 1970s. In the early years his ef-
forts were essential to the exploratory
investigations and the final selection
of the repository site. He then led the
project through the conceptual design
of the repository, through the formula-
tion and implementation of the inves-
tigations that demonstrated the site’s
suitability, and through the arduous
process of obtaining regulatory approv-
als. The rigorous scientific basis fi-
nally achieved for the repository was
due in no small part to Dr. Weart’s own
scientific expertise and to his un-
matched leadership.

At least as important as these highly
technical contributions was Dr.
Weart’s ability to instill confidence
among the scientific community and
the public. His skill in explaining com-
plex issues, his truthfulness in all con-
troversies, and his tireless patience in
dealing with questions and frustrations
for more than twenty-five years—all
were indispensable contributions to the
project. Without the trust Dr. Weart
engendered, the Waste Isolation Pilot
Plant, though scientifically well
grounded, might still have failed to ob-
tain scientific, regulatory, and social
approval.

The permanent disposal of radio-
active wastes has proved intractable in
many countries. Thanks largely to
Wendell Weart, the United States now
has an operating repository. Congress
and the American taxpayers owe him
our most sincere thanks and our best
wishes.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
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the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING RECESS

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 6, 1999, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on September 29,
2000, during the recess of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
House disagrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 4461) mak-
ing appropriations for Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration and Related Agencies pro-
grams for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2001, and for other purposes,
and agrees to the conference asked by
the Senate on the disagreeing votes of
the two Houses thereon. That Mr.
SKEEN, Mr. WALSH, Mr. DICKEY, Mr.
KINGSTON, Mr. NETHERCUTT, Mr.
BONILLA, Mr. LATHAM, Mrs. EMERSON,
Mr. YOUNG of Florida, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms.
DELAURO, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. FARR, Mr.
BoyD, and Mr. OBEY be the managers of
the conference on the part of the
House.

———

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that during the recess of the Senate, on
September 29, 2000, he had presented to
the President of the United States, the
following enrolled bill:

S. 1295. An act to designate the United
States Post Office located at 3813 Main
Street in East Chicago, Indiana, as the
“‘Lance Corporal Harold Gomez Post Office.”

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JEFFORDS, from the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 2829: A bill to provide for an investiga-
tion and audit at the Department of Edu-
cation (Rept. No. 106-448).

By Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Committee
on Indian Affairs, without amendment:

S. 1840: A bill to provide for the transfer of
public lands to certain California Indian
Tribes (Rept. No. 106-449).

By Mr. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment:

S. 2400: A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey certain water distribution
facilities to the Northern Colorado Water
Conservancy District (Rept. No. 106-450).

By Mr. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with
amendments:

S. 2757: A bill to provide for the transfer or
other disposition of certain lands at Melrose
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