October 17, 2000

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that she will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken tomorrow.

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
2000

Mr. STUMP. Madam Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendments to the bill (H.R.
4850) to provide a cost-of-living adjust-
ment in rates of compensation paid to
veterans with service-connected dis-
abilities, to enhance programs pro-
viding compensation and life insurance
benefits for veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ““Veterans’ Com-
pensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of
20007’

SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATES OF DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION AND DEPENDENCY AND
INDEMNITY COMPENSATION.

(a) RATE ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall, effective on December 1,
2000, increase the dollar amounts in effect for
the payment of disability compensation and de-
pendency and indemnity compensation by the
Secretary, as specified in subsection (b).

(b) AMOUNTS TO BE INCREASED.—The dollar
amounts to be increased pursuant to subsection
(a) are the following:

(1) COMPENSATION.—Each of the dollar
amounts in effect under section 1114 of title 38,
United States Code.

(2) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR DEPEND-
ENTS.—Each of the dollar amounts in effect
under sections 1115(1) of such title.

(3) CLOTHING ALLOWANCE.—The dollar amount
in effect under section 1162 of such title.

(4) NEW DIC RATES.—The dollar amounts in ef-
fect under paragraphs (1) and (2) of section
1311(a) of such title.

(5) OLD DIC RATES.—Each of the dollar
amounts in effect under section 1311(a)(3) of
such title.

(6) ADDITIONAL DIC FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES
WITH MINOR CHILDREN.—The dollar amount in
effect under section 1311(b) of such title.

(7) ADDITIONAL DIC FOR DISABILITY.—The dol-
lar amounts in effect under sections 1311(c) and
1311(d) of such title.

(8) DIC FOR DEPENDENT CHILDREN.—The dol-
lar amounts in effect under sections 1313(a) and
1314 of such title.

(c) DETERMINATION OF INCREASE.—(1) The in-
crease under subsection (a) shall be made in the
dollar amounts specified in subsection (b) as in
effect on November 30, 2000.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3), each
such amount shall be increased by the same per-
centage as the percentage by which benefit
amounts payable under title Il of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are increased
effective December 1, 2000, as a result of a deter-
mination under section 215(i) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 415(i)).

(3) Each dollar amount increased pursuant to
paragraph (2) shall, if not a whole dollar
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amount, be rounded down to the next lower
whole dollar amount.

(d) SPECIAL RULE.—The Secretary may adjust
administratively, consistent with the increases
made under subsection (a), the rates of dis-
ability compensation payable to persons within
the purview of section 10 of Public Law 85-857
(72 Stat. 1263) who are not in receipt of com-
pensation payable pursuant to chapter 11 of
title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 3. PUBLICATION OF ADJUSTED RATES.

At the same time as the matters specified in
section 215(i)(2)(D) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 415(i)(2)(D)) are required to be published
by reason of a determination made under sec-
tion 215(i) of such Act during fiscal year 2001,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall publish
in the Federal Register the amounts specified in
subsection (b) of section 2, as increased pursu-
ant to that section.

Amend the title so as to read: ““An Act to
increase, effective as of December 1, 2000, the
rates of compensation for veterans with serv-
ice-connected disabilities and the rates of de-
pendency and indemnity compensation for
the survivors of certain disabled veterans.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. STuMP) and the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. EVANS) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. STUMP).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STUMP. Madam Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 4850.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. STUMP. Madam Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. STUMP asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUMP. H.R. 4850 is the Vet-
erans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Act of 2000.

This is a clean bill providing a cost-
of-living adjustment to disabled vet-
erans and their surviving spouses. Cur-
rent estimates indicate that the in-
crease will be about 3 percent, and vet-
erans will see this increase in their
January check.

I urge my colleagues to support the
passage of H.R. 4850.

Madam Speaker, |
ance of my time.

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Madam Speaker, | rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 4850, as amended. | thank
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
STUMP) once again for his leadership on
this important legislation and for his
continued efforts on behalf of this Na-
tion’s veterans.

I also want to thank the gentleman
from New York (Mr. QUINN), the chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Benefits,
and the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER), the ranking Democratic mem-
ber of the subcommittee for their hard
work on this measure.

The importance of this legislation
cannot be overstated. It protects the

reserve the bal-
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purchasing power of service-connected
disability benefits which our Nation’s
veterans have earned by virtue of their
military service, and it affords similar
protection for the recipients of depend-
ency and indemnity compensation
(DIC).

Under the Veterans’ Compensation
Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2000,
effective December 1, a cost-of-living
adjustment will be provided for serv-
ice-connected disability compensation
and DIC benefits. This adjustment will
be the same as that provided to Social
Security recipients.

I call on every Member of this body
to support this important legislation.

Madam Speaker, | reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. NEY. Madam Speaker, | commend the
following article to my colleagues:

On behalf of all the Veterans, | stand in sup-
port of H.R. 4850, the Veterans Cost of Living
Adjustments Act of 2000 and urge all my col-
leagues to do the same. | thank Chairman
STtump for introducing this piece of legislation
and giving the House and Senate the oppor-
tunity to vote on such a bill.

H.R. 4850 directs the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to increase the rates of veterans dis-
ability compensation, dependency and indem-
nity compensation, additional compensation
for dependents, and the clothing allowance for
certain disabled veterans, effective December
1, 2000.

Not only does the bill give veterans a cost
of living adjustment, but this legislation in-
cludes a provision that will directly benefit vet-
erans in Ohio attending Ohio University in Ath-
ens. The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
decided to reverse itself on a long-standing
policy issue and eliminate a December vet-
erans educational benefit payment to approxi-
mately 360 eligible veterans who are students
at Ohio University (OU).

This problem now exists for veterans be-
cause of OU's extended break between the
fall and winter quarter which runs from the day
prior to Thanksgiving until the day after New
Years, which averages about 40 days or six
weeks of down time. OU is one of only a few
public universities that takes such a lengthy
break from classes within its academic year.
The VA has a policy which suspends benefits
under the Montgomery GI Bill to veterans if
they experience a break of more than 30 days
between enrollment periods.

In years past, the VA approved an exemp-
tion from the policy for OU because the uni-
versity uses the extended break to conserve
energy by closing residence halls and aca-
demic buildings. Unfortunately, the VA recently
ruled that OU will no longer qualify for an ex-
emption. This means that if veterans are going
to be paid for the month of December, they
must be enrolled.

In order to remedy this situation, H.R. 4850
includes a provision that will authorize the
continued payment of monthly educational as-
sistance benefits to veterans enrolled at edu-
cational institutions during periods between
semesters or quarters if the interval does not
exceed eight weeks. This legislation will also
correct this problem for veterans around the
country who attend other educational institu-
tions that also have a break between classes
of over 30 days.

It is not reasonable to punish veterans by
withholding their December benefits when they
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