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Senate 
(Legislative day of Friday, September 22, 2000) 

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m., on the 
expiration of the recess, and was called 
to order by the President pro tempore 
[Mr. THURMOND]. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John 

Ogilvie, offered the following prayer: 
Almighty God, source of strength for 

tired bodies, stressed out emotions, and 
strained minds, we pray for the Sen-
ators and their staffs as they press on 
to the goal of finishing the work of this 
106th Congress. Infuse them with star- 
spangled patriotism that will give 
them the second wind of Your divine 
energy, resiliency, and endurance. Re-
mind them that You called them here 
to be servant leaders, promised Your 
hour-by-hour replenishment, and as-
sured them that You would never leave 
nor forsake them in demanding times. 
May they turn to You constantly 

throughout this day. As they draw on 
Your wisdom, give them insight and 
discernment; as they depend on Your 
Spirit, grant them patience; as they re-
ceive Your peace, set them free of anx-
iety and tension; as they invite You to 
guide them, show them workable solu-
tions and creative compromises. And 
now, as they run for the finish line, 
help them cheer on each other, rather 
than tripping up each other. Grant 
these leaders Your help from above, 
Your unfailing encouragement, and 
Your undying love. You are our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable MIKE CRAPO, a Sen-

ator from the State of Idaho, led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRAPO). The acting majority leader is 
recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, on be-
half of the majority leader, I announce 
for the information of all Senators, it 
is hoped that the Senate can begin con-
sideration of the Older Americans Act 
under a time agreement this morning. 
Until an agreement can be reached, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
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By order of the Joint Committee on Printing. 
WILLIAM M. THOMAS, Chairman. 
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business with Senator BRYAN to be rec-
ognized at 11 a.m. and Senator DOMEN-
ICI to be recognized at 11:30 a.m. 

Following morning business, it is 
hoped the Senate can resume consider-
ation of the Older Americans Act, with 
votes expected on two Gregg amend-
ments as well as a vote on final pas-
sage. The House is expected to consider 
the D.C. appropriations conference re-
port, the tax bill, and a continuing res-
olution today. Therefore, Senators can 
expect votes during this afternoon’s 
session. 

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention on this matter. 

Let me also at this point, on behalf 
of the majority leader, propound a 
unanimous consent. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 782 

Mr. DEWINE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate now proceed to 
the consideration of H.R. 782, regarding 
the Older Americans Act, and it be con-
sidered under the following terms: 30 
minutes for debate on the bill equally 
divided in the usual form; that the only 
amendments in order be the following: 
One amendment offered by Senator 
GREGG relating to title V, which would 
be 2 hours equally divided for that par-
ticular amendment, and an additional 
amendment offered by Senator GREGG 
relating to title V, and that would be 2 
hours equally divided as well, with no 
other amendments or motions in order 
to the bill. 

I further ask unanimous consent that 
following the use or yielding back of 
time on each amendment, the Senate 
proceed to a vote on each amendment. 
Further, I ask that, following the dis-
position of the above amendments, the 
bill be read the third time and the Sen-
ate then proceed to passage of H.R. 782, 
as amended, if amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Nevada. 
Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-

ject, I say to my friend from Ohio who 
read the unanimous consent request, 
the substance of the agreement is fine 
with the minority. We would only hope 
that there could be a definite time 
locked in for a vote. During the last 
couple of weeks, there have been a lot 
of Members who simply have not 
known when they were going to be 
called upon to vote. They have other 
business they are conducting. We, 
again, have no disagreement with the 
substance of the unanimous consent 
agreement. However, we object unless 
we can get a definite time as to when 
we can vote. 

I also say, through the Chair to my 
friend from Ohio, it is not as if there 
are a number of votes being anticipated 
here so that we are going to slow 
things up if you set, for example, 5 
o’clock, which we would suggest, as a 
definite time for voting on these 
amendments. So until we can get a 
definite time locked in for voting on 

the amendments, at or about 5 o’clock, 
we would object, and I do object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The Senator from Ohio. 
Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, if I 

could, let me thank my colleague from 
Nevada. I understand there is no objec-
tion, actually, to the substance, then, 
of the agreement and what we are wait-
ing for is some agreement with regard 
to the actual time the votes will actu-
ally take place. Is that correct? 

Mr. REID. Yes. I say to my friend, we 
believe it is a very important piece of 
legislation. We are glad it is here. We 
think the time arrangement on the 
amendments offered by the Senator 
from New Hampshire is fair. We simply 
believe we need a time certain to vote. 
That should be easy to get. I hope the 
majority leader will agree to that as 
soon as possible. 

Mr. DEWINE. I thank my colleague. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, leadership time is 
reserved. 

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to proceed in morn-
ing business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE OLDER 
AMERICANS ACT 

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, as the 
lead sponsor of the Older Americans 
Act, along with my friend, the chair-
man of the committee, Senator JEF-
FORDS, I thought I would take a few 
moments, even though we are not tech-
nically on the bill at this point, to 
begin a discussion of this bill. I make 
note to my colleagues in the Chamber 
that I will be a few minutes in doing 
this, so if any of my colleagues do want 
to proceed in morning business on 
other matters, I will be more than 
happy to yield when they come to the 
floor. 

We will begin today a debate about a 
bill that has been long in coming. Pre-
vious Congresses have had difficulty 
reaching agreement on reauthorizing 
the Older Americans Act for any num-
ber of reasons, and previous Congresses 
have failed to do that. But I think any-
one who works in this field, anyone 
who understands what is going on with 
the Older Americans Act, knows it is 
past time for Congress to reauthorize 
the bill. 

This is a bipartisan program. It is a 
program that dates over 35 years. It is 
a program that delivers great services 
to the senior citizens of this country. 
What we have done in this bill in a 
very bipartisan fashion is to bring it up 
to date to meet the needs of senior citi-
zens entering this new century. 

This bill is going to help ensure the 
continuation of valuable supportive 
services for lower income older Ameri-
cans. It will establish new and reliable 

services from which every older Amer-
ican can benefit and provide support 
for those caring for older adults. 

This reauthorization would not be a 
reality if it were not for the persistent, 
bipartisan efforts and dedication of the 
Senate Aging Subcommittee ranking 
member, Senator MIKULSKI; Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee chairman, Senator JEFFORDS 
and the ranking member, Senator KEN-
NEDY; the House Education and the 
Workforce Committee chairman, Con-
gressman GOODLING, and the ranking 
member, Congressman CLAY; as well as 
the House Postsecondary Education, 
Training, and Life-Long Learning Sub-
committee Chairman MCKEON and Con-
gressman MARTINEZ. Each has worked 
tirelessly on this legislation, along 
with the members and staff of the Sen-
ate Aging Subcommittee, the full 
Health, Employment, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee, and the Senate Se-
lect Committee on Aging. 

I also thank additional colleagues, 
such as Senator HAGEL, Senator COL-
LINS, and Senator WYDEN, for their in-
sights and contributions to reaching a 
bipartisan agreement on this bill. I will 
mention later the great work that Sen-
ator GRASSLEY has also done to offer a 
new provision in this bill which, again, 
meets the needs of seniors in this cen-
tury. Because of this support and help, 
we are going to see the Older Ameri-
cans Act finally reauthorized. 

Reauthorization attempts in both the 
104th and 105th Congresses failed for 
many reasons. So as chairman of the 
Aging Subcommittee, I introduced S. 
1536, with the hope we could get a reau-
thorization passed in this Congress. At 
the end of this past July, our com-
mittee marked up that bill and devel-
oped a solid piece of legislation that re-
flects months of hard work and delib-
eration. I am very pleased that yester-
day the House of Representatives 
passed this bill overwhelmingly by a 
vote of 405–2. They passed their reau-
thorization bill which represents the 
combined legislative efforts of both the 
House and the Senate. 

I point out to my colleagues that one 
of the things we did as we worked 
through this bill for the last 2 years 
was to work with the House Members 
on both sides of the aisle so we would 
finally emerge with a consensus bill 
and a bill we would be able to pass in 
both the Senate and the House. 

This reauthorization bill we have be-
fore us today represents a modernized 
and streamlined Older Americans Act 
and one that maintains some of the 
most important and successful pro-
grams the Federal Government pro-
vides for our senior citizens. 

As an editorial in a newspaper in my 
home State of Ohio, the Cincinnati 
Post, on September 20, 1999, stated: 

The Older Americans Act has been the 
closest thing on record to a national policy 
on aging. 

That is a pretty strong statement, 
but it is true. It is true because the 
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