S11104

best in his future endeavors, and we
hope he will continue to make himself
available for further public service.
Our country needs it.

GOVERNOR BUSH’S TAX PROPOSAL

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, an arti-
cle appeared today in the Washington
Post, Thursday, October 26, 2000, in
which the American Academy of Actu-
aries, a respected nonpartisan organi-
zation of financial and statistical ex-
perts, reported Governor Bush’s plan to
cut taxes and divert Social Security
payroll taxes to establish individual
accounts would make it all but impos-
sible to eliminate the publicly held na-
tional debt.

It is interesting. Ari Fleischer, a
Bush spokesman, faulted the study be-
cause it relied on growth estimates
contained in a recent Congressional
Budget Office report that projected
long-term budget trends. He said that
this assumes growth ‘‘at an unusually
low level’ past 2010.

Wait a minute. The Congressional
Budget Office is run by the Repub-
licans, not by the Democrats.

Lastly, this report said ‘“‘counting his
taxes and individual accounts, Bush is
very much overspending Gore.”

I ask, in this campaign who is really
the big spender? Obviously, it is Gov.
George Bush of Texas. Don’t take my
word for it. Take the word of the Amer-
ican Academy of Actuaries for it.

| yield the floor. | suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

ENACTMENT OF CERTAIN SMALL
BUSINESS, HEALTH, TAX, AND
MINIMUM WAGE PROVISIONS—
CONFERENCE REPORT—Continued

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | believe
we are ready to report the conference
report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A conference report to accompany H.R.
2614, an act to amend the Small Business In-
vestment Act, and other purposes.

The

NATIONAL ENERGY SECURITY ACT
OF 2000—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to S. 2557 regarding American
dependence on foreign oil.

I hope any Members who want to
speak on the conference report will do
so this evening. | will work with the
minority leader to try to set up a time
for a vote tomorrow.

In the meantime, | yield the floor for
the tax debate. | observe that Senator
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BoND of Missouri is on the way to talk
about the contents of the Tax Relief
Act.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, | ask for
the yeas and nays on moving to the en-
ergy bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader has the floor at this time.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | under-
stand that we do have Senators who in-
tend to use time tonight on the tax de-
bate or other matters: Senator REID,
for 20 minutes; Senator DASCHLE for 10
minutes; and Senator DobD for 30 min-
utes. | am not asking to lock the time
but reserving. They have indicated
they would need part of that time.

Senator BOND, the chairman of the
Committee on Small Business, is here
and wishes to continue the floor discus-
sion on the tax bill.

Mr. REID. Let me say to the leader,
we do have some people who wish to
speak. As | indicated to the majority
leader, the Democratic leader has been
trying to find time all day to speak. He
is in his office and will come out here
in a short time to speak for 20 minutes
or so. We have a number of other peo-
ple to speak on this legislation. It
shouldn’t take too long.

Mr. LOTT. | yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

Mr. REID. Will the Senator withhold
for a second? Senator DASCHLE, as | in-
dicated to the leader, has been waiting
to speak all day. Would the Senator
yield to the Democratic leader to give
a speech?

Mr. BOND. I am happy to do so, so
long as | can regain the floor when he
concludes so | may discuss the con-
ference report which is before the Sen-
ate. | am happy to accommodate the
distinguished minority leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the
Senator seeking unanimous consent to
retain the floor?

Mr. BOND. | ask unanimous consent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Democratic leader.

Mr. DASCHLE. | appreciate very
much the cooperation of the Senator
from Missouri.

The

ENDING THE 106TH CONGRESS

Mr. DASCHLE. | wanted to talk
briefly tonight about where we are. We
are now 26 days into the new fiscal
year. We should have completed our
work 26 days ago. We are at a stage
that should command we work to-
gether to try to resolve what remain-
ing differences there are, finish our
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work, and do all we can to bring this
session to a close.

Unfortunately, that is not what has
happened tonight. What has happened
tonight is that our Republican col-
leagues have insisted on a conference
report for Commerce-State-Justice
which they know will be vetoed. They
have insisted on drafting a piece of leg-
islation incorporating $240 billion in
tax cuts, approximately $81 billion we
are told—even though we still haven’t
had it analyzed and calculated—in
changes to the Balanced Budget Act of
1997.

They insisted at the last minute,
without any consultation, on incor-
porating one of the most controversial
pieces of legislation pending before the
Senate at the end of the year, a bill
having to do with forcing States to ac-
cept a certain position on physician as-
sisted suicide. There hasn’t been any
vote in the full Senate, but it is in this
tax bill. It is a bill that has nothing to
do with taxes, nothing to do with hos-
pitals and ways with which to address
the real problems we are facing all
across this country with health pro-
viders, hospitals, clinics, hospice facili-
ties, nursing homes. You name it, vir-
tually every health facility in this
country today is either on the verge of
bankruptcy or in a serious financial po-
sition. We all recognize the need to do
this before we leave, to address the
problems our hospitals and all of our
health facilities are facing.

What happened is that our Repub-
lican colleagues, with absolutely no
consultation with any Democrats—
House, Senate, or White House—have
cobbled together a bill they know will
be vetoed. The President just this
afternoon sent a letter indicating he
will veto the Commerce-State-Justice
bill and he will veto the tax bill.

I come to the floor chagrined, dis-
appointed, angered, frustrated. Speaker
HASTERT has already reacted to the
veto letters. 1 will quote what is re-
ported in Congress Daily:

Do you have to have everything you want?
How much petulance is there on the other
side of the aisle?

When asked if Republicans would be
willing to rework a tax bill at all, he
responded that any new legislation
would have to go through committee
““because anything else would amount
to half-assed legislating.”’

Let me repeat that. He said that new
legislation would have to go through

committee ‘‘because anything else
would amount to half-assed legis-
lating.”

What is this, if it isn’t what the

Speaker has already described as half-
assed legislating? We have got a bill
before the Senate that nobody has
seen. We have a bill before the Senate
that hasn’t gone through committee.
No one has had the opportunity to con-
sider it carefully. | hope my colleagues
will hear me out on this. In fact, we
have just heard and been told, and now
it has been confirmed, that the con-
ference report we are about to vote on
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