October 28, 2000

political values—freedom, democracy, per-
sonal liberty and the rule of law. Yitzhak
Rabin said at the beginning of this peace ef-
fort with the Palestinians that one can only
make peace with one’s enemies. But the
enemy must have decided to put down his
weapons—rocks as well as rifles—and make
peace in good faith. The Palestinian-initi-
ated violence in Israel now strongly tells us
that the necessary good faith is sorely lack-
ing on the Palestinian side.

America’s responsibility as a friend to
Israel, the only country in the Middle East
that shares our democratic and humani-
tarian values, should never yield to Amer-
ica’s role as facilitator in this process.
Friends don’t leave friends on the battlefield.
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Gen. J.B. Davis, USAF (ret.), CoS, Su-
preme HQ Allied Powers Europe.

Adm. Bruce DeMars, USN (ret.), Director,
Naval Nuclear Propulsion.
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Commander, Submarine Forces, Atlantic
Fleet.
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Lt. Gen. Charles May, USAF (ret.), Assist-
ance Vice Chief of Staff, USAF.
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Deputy CINC, US Special Operations Com-
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Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 782, to reauthorize the Older
Americans Act.

| would like to begin by recognizing Chair-
man GOODLING and Ranking Member CLAY for
all of their hard work in producing this legisla-
tion. Mr. CLAY will be missed in this chamber
next year.

| also would like to extend my deep appre-
ciation to Subcommittee Chairman MCKEON
and Ranking Democrat TIERNEY for their dedi-
cation to our older Americans.

Although | believe that this legislation is
flawed and still has several problems, it is an
important bill and Congress can no longer
allow the important programs served under the
OAA to continue without authorization.

Unfortunately, this bill contains new for-
mulas for funding which, in the coming years,
could shift vitally needed resources away from
Northeastern urban areas such as my home of
New York City.

Like with the funding formulas used by the
VA, the Government tries to allocate re-
sources based on new population data, ne-
glecting the needs of those who need the
most care.

But while this bill has several problems—
problems | hope will be worked out in a bipar-
tisan way by the Congress next year, this bill
also contains a number of important new pro-
grams as well.

This legislation establishes a $125 million
caregiver program. This creation will help
thousands of New York families be able to
provide for their loved ones in their later years.
| salute this new program.

Additionally, the Committee included a hold
harmless provision for nutrition programs such
as the Meals and Wheels program, which ben-
efits so many of my older constituents, particu-
larly in such places like Mitchell-Linden in my
District.

This legislation also toughens up the lan-
guage on a top concern of mine—elder abuse.
Although | did not have the opportunity to
amend this legislation with provisions from my

E1975

bill, the Elderly Protection Act (H.R. 1984), to
provide for Federal background checks of em-
ployed caregivers or assistance to train new
caregivers to identify signs of domestic abuse,
| am pleased at the new language.

This bill increases the severity of committing
crimes such as fraud and exploitation of the
elderly—an all too common occurrence in our
country.

In my district, Father Coleman Costello of
Walk the Walk is establishing a new and inno-
vative center to provide for the abused elderly
and provide treatment for their abusers. While
this bill could have gone further to address
this hidden crime, it does make positive steps.

| ask welcome the language regarding the
senior jobs program in Title V of the OAA. Our
senior need jobs, but we must ensure that
these jobs are in their communities and serv-
ing their needs as well as the needs of the el-
derly in their neighborhoods.

All in all, with the problems notwithstanding,
I will vote to support this legislation as it will
provide some new funding streams to New
York City as well as reauthorize a number of
key programs under the Older Americans Act.

Stating that, it is my hope that Congress
can revisit some of the questionable provi-
sions of this bill in the 107th Congress so that
all older Americans can fully benefit from the
Older Americans Act.
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Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Chairman, | rise
today in strong support of S. 835, the Estu-
aries and Clean Waters Act of 2000. This
landmark legislation will enhance our ability to
protect the nation’s valuable shoreline habi-
tats, extend the cooperative partnership to
preserve the Chesapeake Bay and Long Is-
land Sound, and expand the effort to improve
water quality in our nation’s lakes.

Estuaries are some of the most valuable
natural resources of the nation, but they are
also vulnerable and many are collapsing. This
important measure promotes the restoration of
one million acres of estuary habitat throughout
the country by directing $275 million in funding
and other incentives to local estuary protection
projects.

Estuaries are the bays, gulfs, sounds, and
inlets where fresh water from rivers and
streams meets and mixes with salt water from
the ocean. These areas represent some of the
most environmentally and economically pro-
ductive habitats in the world.

According to the U.S. Department of Com-
merce, 75 percent of fish and shellfish caught
in the United States by commercial fishing op-
erations depend on estuaries for survival.
Moreover, these habitats—river deltas, sea
grass meadows, forest wetlands, shellfish
beds, marshes, and beaches—support a large
number of endangered or threatened species
of plants and wildlife.

These areas are fragile and vulnerable to
human and environmental pressures. Growing
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