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initiate political, economic and social re-
forms through positive involvement in their
own land.

Specific ways in which these steps can be
followed include:

1. Reading and learning about the history
of Southeast Asia and it’s struggles.

2. Becoming involved through further so-
ciopolitical study and debate.

3. Acquiring specific knowledge and tech-
nology in fields relation to agriculture, med-
icine, electronics and engineering.

4. To aid in this transition by lending your
direct support to our nation and its people.

Writing or speaking with U.S. Congress-
men, Senators and even the President will
also help to set the wheels of progress into
motion. Promoting the involvement of other
nations and leaders will add credibility and
support to these efforts, while establishing a
dialog of wise words and encouragement that
will achieve enormous benefits for this
worldly cause.

Improved teaching is but one avenue to be
fully explored and attended. Equally impor-
tant considerations are met as we reach each
new crossroad in the quest for a greater
unity. Improved agriculture, communica-
tions private ownership and the recognition
of minorities are just some of the prevailing
elements of an economically stable system.
In the context of greater struggles, political
reforms and the redefinition of Civil free-
doms will promote a wider approval of this
cause.

Today we stand united, as the dawning of
a new and enlightened age has arrived. Only
with our combined efforts could such a proud
and prosperous moment come to bear. And
with the health and well-being of our chil-
dren in our hands, together we will strive to
uphold the values that will lead our people
into a brighter future.

The establishment of universal reform
leading to free, multi-political party elec-
tions will provide our cultures the competi-
tive edge that is needed. This adoption of
democratic systems will give our leaders not
only a confident voice, but allow a greater
sense of identity for our people to embrace.

Last but most important is the question of
our youth. As our children come of age in
the prosperous civilization that is our fu-
ture, what will be the quality of their exist-
ence? With overpopulation, pollution and the
twin civilians of hunger and disease. The
conservation of forests, wildlife, clean air
and water must not take second place to our
more immediate desires—for once these di-
minishing resources are gone, there will be
no means of replenishing them. This threat-
ens the very core of our existence on this
fragile planet, as without adequate methods
to assure the protection of our natural envi-
ronment, we may one day be without the life
sustaining elements that we so humbly
share.

The next few years 2002 will provide the
test from which these hopes will be won or
defeated, without the cooperation and com-
mitment of great nations and leaders, this
enormous challenge will most certainly be
lost. To seize this opportunity and achieve
and effective head start as the dawning of
this millennium year. We must now join
hands with a single vision—and with the wel-
fare of our children in our hearts. The blue-
print for a better tomorrow is already in our
hands. Our social, Economic and Political
stuggles are being squarely met. And now,
with the help of our dedicated supporters,
our plea for Peace, Democracy and Freedom
in finally being heard.

The ultimate realization of these goals will
require the continued support of everyone
who shares this vision of social and economic
prosperity. It will require the active partici-
pation of people of different ideas and

ideologies to bring about such Freedom and
Change. Achieving these solutions may not
always be easy, but the alternatives are far
less forgiving. The imprisonment, torture
and eventual execution of H.R.H., King
Sisavang Vathana, is but one lasting re-
minder of this tragic legacy.

The drive toward social reconstruction is
our greatest challenge. The coming age will
be the turning point from which our success
or failure will be determined. In building
this bridge in the 21st Century, we must be
willing to follow but one voice. We must be
able to look to one person who will lead us
on this course, and who will speak for all
who have succeeded in conquering odds that
had once seemed insurmountable.

Working as a team, we will succeed to-
gether the needed resources to make this
bold vision a reality. To achieve this co-
operation, better means of communication
among our leaders, allies and supporters
must now be sought and clear.

Developing these vital links will be the
first step in building a greater unity. For
once a true sense of solidarity is established
with our neighbors throughout this land,
more ambitious roles for the Loatian people
and their neighbors will begin to take shape.
However, without bold intervention by the
end of this year, the future of Laos as an
independent nation is far less certain. With
conflicting ideologies on both sides of its
borders, and with its young and old griped by
the differences of age, language and culture,
the Leadership’s reluctance to join hands
and resist oppression now threatens this best
chance for Democracy and Freedom of our
people.

Indeed, the key to a free and Democractic
Laos may be found in the partnership of citi-
zens young and old. While traditions live
long and new ideaologies are often favored
over those of the past, people on both sides
of the issue must come to the bargaining ta-
bles for the sake of their national sov-
ereignty. Accomplishing this may not be an
easy task, but prevailing over any struggle
has never been simple. The best solution to
this multi-sided issue lies with willingess of
each division to set aside it differences, and
to consider this new and determined plan.
Laotian Representatives Abroad Council and
The Lao Progessive Party will play an active
role in these joint endeavors. Together, with
the strong and powerful will of both our
friends and former adversaries, Southeast
Asia’s mission to achieve free and lasting re-
forms will be down in history as the greatest
success of the 21st Century.

The establishment of new opportunity
through peaceful diplomacy will be the ris-
ing sun of our future. Working in partnership
toward this common vision, we are certain
that a greater understanding can and will be
achieved. The point that one must realize is
that these changes will not be made for the
benefit of the elite few, but for the common
good of our future generations.

Improved education, health and employ-
ment are all central to these efforts. So too
is the introduction of multi-party elections,
a unifying language and free trade. A truly
free society is one based on a prosperous
economy and enterprise. Our wish is to cre-
ate opportunity from which our nation, her
neighbors and all hard working people will
universally benefit. Laotian Represetnatives
Abroad Council and The Lao Progressive
Party had demonstrated that this model of
socioeconomic reform is an attainable goal.
Through it’s efforts here in America, it has
worked to foster Humanity and Progress;
sparing many of thousands from great hard-
ship through the promotion of these prin-
cipals.

Your challenge, should you choose to ac-
cept it, will be to use your wisdom and expe-

rience in finding ways to develop peaceful
cooperation around Asia and the World,
whether you are a representative of Laos or
a sensible neighbor, we must now joint hands
or accept the failures of our action. We must
also educate our young to the old and new
systems before their sense of national iden-
tity is lost. The adoption of these funda-
mental principals during this time of rec-
onciliation will not only assure your coun-
try’s acceptance into the United Nations,
but awaken the free world to southeast
Asia’s immense capability and strength.

Thank you very much for allowing me this
opportunity to speak with you today. I wish
to express my deepest gratitude for your
show of faith. It is with great confidence in
you, my friends that I accept this great chal-
lenge and reaffirm my delegation’s commit-
ment of support.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the
United States has a longstanding dynamic re-
lationship with our NATO ally, the Republic of
Turkey, and I believe that the strength of that
relationship relies on forthright candor. I have
willingly recognized positive developments in
Turkey, and I have sought to present fairly the
various human rights concerns as they have
arisen. Today, I must bring to my colleagues’
attention pending actions involving the Gov-
ernment of Turkey which seem incongruous
with the record in violation of human rights. I
fear the planned sale of additional military air-
craft to Turkey could potentially have further
long-term, negative effects on human rights in
that country.

As Chairman of the Helsinki Commission, I
presided over a hearing in March of 1999 that
addressed many human rights concerns. The
State Department had just released its Coun-
try Reports on Human Rights Practices cov-
ering 1998. Commissioner and Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Democracy, Human Rights
and Labor Harold Hongju Koh noted in testi-
mony before the Commission that ‘‘serious
human rights abuses continued in Turkey in
1998, but we had hoped that the 1998 report
would reflect significant progress on Turkey’s
human rights record. Prime Minister Yilmaz
had publicly committed himself to making the
protection of human rights his government’s
highest priority in 1998. We had welcomed
those assurances and respected the sincerity
of his intentions. We were disappointed that
Turkey had not fully translated those assur-
ances into actions.’’

I noted in my opening statement, ‘‘One year
after a commission delegation visited Turkey,
our conclusion is that there has been no de-
monstrable improvement in Ankara’s human
rights practices and that the prospects for
much needed systemic reforms are bleak
given the unstable political scene which is like-
ly to continue throughout 1999.’’

Thankfully, eighteen months later I can say
that the picture has improved—somewhat.

A little over a year ago the president of Tur-
key’s highest court made an extraordinary
speech asserting that Turkish citizens should
be granted the right to speak freely, urging
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that the legal system and constitution be
‘‘cleansed,’’ and that existing ‘‘limits on lan-
guage’’ seriously compromised the freedom of
expression. The man who gave that speech,
His Excellency Ahmet Necdet Sezer, is the
new President of the Republic of Turkey. Last
summer several of us on the Commission con-
gratulated President Sezer on his accession to
the presidency, saying, in part:

We look forward to working with you and
members of your administration, especially
as you endeavor to fulfill your commitments
to the principles of the Helsinki Final Act
and commitments contained in other Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (OSCE) documents. These human rights
fundamentals are the bedrock upon which
European human rights rest, the solid foun-
dation upon which Europe’s human rights
structures are built. It is worth remem-
bering, twenty-five years after the signing of
the Final Act, that your predecessor, Presi-
dent Demerel, signed the commitments at
Helsinki on behalf of Turkey. Your country’s
engagement in the Helsinki process was
highlighted during last year’s OSCE summit
in Istanbul, a meeting which emphasized the
importance of freedom of expression, the role
of NGOs in civil society, and the eradication
of torture.

Your Presidency comes at a very critical
time in modern Turkey’s history. Adoption
and implementation of the reforms you have
advocated would certainly strengthen the
ties between our countries and facilitate
fuller integration of Turkey into Europe.
Full respect for the rights of Turkey’s sig-
nificant Kurdish population would go a long
way in reducing tensions that have festered
for more than a decade, and resulted in the
lengthy conflict in the southeast.

Your proposals to consolidate and
strengthen democracy, human rights and the
rule of law in Turkey will be instrumental in
ushering in a new era of peace and prosperity
in the Republic. The Helsinki Final Act and
other OSCE documents can serve as impor-
tant guides in your endeavor.

We all recall the pending $4 billion sale of
advanced attack helicopters to the Turkish
army. I have objected to this sale as leading
human rights organizations, Turkish and west-
ern press, and even the State Department
documented the use of such helicopters to at-
tack Kurdish villages in Turkey and to trans-
port troops to regions where civilians were
killed. Despite repeated promises, the Turkish
Government has been slow to take action
which would hold accountable and punish
those who have committed such atrocities.

And we recently learned of the pending sale
of eight even larger helicopters, S–80E heavy
lift helicopters for Turkey’s Land Forces Com-
mand. With a flight radius of over three hun-
dred miles and the ability to carry over fifty
armed troops, the S–80E has the potential to
greatly expand the ability of Turkey’s army to
undertake actions such as I just recounted.

Since 1998, there has been recognition in
high-level U.S.-Turkish exchanges that Turkey
has a number of longstanding issues which
must be addressed with demonstrable
progress: decriminalization of freedom of ex-
pression; the release of imprisoned parliamen-
tarians and journalists; prosecution of police
officers who commit torture; an end of harass-
ment of human rights defenders and re-open-
ing of non-governmental organizations; the re-
turn of internally displaced people to their vil-
lages; cessation of harassment and banning of
certain political parties; and, an end to the
state of emergency in the southeast. Is the ad-

ministration prepared to suggest that Turkey
has adhered to these human rights objec-
tives?

The human rights picture in Turkey has im-
proved somewhat in the last several years, yet
journalists continue to be arrested and jailed,
human rights organizations continue to feel
pressure from the police, and elected officials
who are affiliated with certain political parties,
in particular, continue to be harassed.

Anywhere from half a million to 2 million
Kurds have been displaced by the Turkish
counter insurgency campaigns against the
Kurdistan Workers Party, also known as the
PKK. The Turkish military has reportedly
emptied more than three thousand villages
and hamlets in the southeast since 1992,
burned homes and fields, and committed other
human rights abuses against Kurdish civilians,
often using types of helicopters similar to
those the Administration is seeking to transfer.
Despite repeated promises, the Government
of Turkey has taken few steps to facilitate the
return of these peoples to their homes, assist
them to resettle, or compensate them for the
loss of their property. Nor does it allow others
to help. Even the ICRC has been unable to
operate in Turkey. And, finally, four parliamen-
tarians—Leyla Zana, Hatip Dicle, Orhan
Dog

ˇ
an, and Selim Sadak—continue to serve

time in prison. We can not proceed with this
sale, or other sales or transfers, when Tur-
key’s Government fails to live up to the most
basic expectations mentioned above.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is also time that the
United States establishes an understanding
with Turkey and a credible method of con-
sistent monitoring and reporting on the end-
use of U.S. weapons, aircraft and service. An
August 2000 report from the General Account-
ing Office (GAO) entitled ‘‘Foreign Military
Sales: Changes Needed to Correct Weak-
nesses in End-Use Monitoring Program’’ was
a cause for concern on my part regarding the
effectiveness of current end-use monitoring
and reporting efforts. While we had been as-
sured that end-use monitoring was taking
place and that the United States was holding
recipient governments accountable to the ex-
port license criteria, the GAO report reveals
the failure of the Executive Branch to effec-
tively implement monitoring requirements en-
acted by Congress. For example, the report
points out on page 12:

While field personnel may be aware of ad-
verse conditions in their countries, the De-
fense Security Cooperation Agency has not
established guidance or procedures for field
personnel to use in determining when such
conditions require an end-use check. For ex-
ample, significant upheaval occurred in both
Indonesia and Pakistan within the last sev-
eral years. As a result, the State Department
determined that both countries are no longer
eligible to purchase U.S. defense articles and
services. However, end-use checks of U.S. de-
fense items already provided were not per-
formed in either country in response to the
standard. DSCA officials believed that the
State Department was responsible for noti-
fying field personnel that the criteria had
been met for an end-use check to be con-
ducted. However, DSCA and State have never
established a procedure for providing notifi-
cation to field personnel.

Currently, the end-use monitoring training
that DSCA provides to field personnel con-
sists of a 30-minute presentation during the
security assistance management course at
the Defense Institute of Security Assistance
Management. This training is intended to fa-

miliarize students with en-use monitoring
requirements. However, this training does
not provide any guidance or procedures on
how to execute an end-use monitoring pro-
gram at overseas posts or when to initiate
end-use checks in response to one of the five
standards.

In the past there have been largely ad hoc at-
tempts to report on the end-use of U.S. equip-
ment. Therefore, I was pleased to support the
passage of H.R. 4919, the Security Assistant
Act of 2000 that was signed by the President
on October 6. Section 703 of this Act man-
dates that no later than 180 days after its en-
actment, the President shall prepare and
transmit to Congress a report summarizing the
status of efforts by the Defense Security Co-
operation Agency to implement the End-Use
Monitoring Enhancement Plan relating to gov-
ernment-to-government transfers of defense
articles, services, and related technologies. I
want to commend House International Rela-
tions Committee Chairman BEN GILMAN for his
efforts in trying to make our end-use moni-
toring and reporting programs effective and
accurate. I look forward to working with him
and others to ensure that an effective and
credible monitoring program is put in place
without further delay.

We must be consistent in our defense of
human rights, and our relations, including our
military relations, must reflect that commit-
ment. For this reason, Mr. Speaker, I am not
prepared to support the sale of additional
weaponry and aircraft to Turkey at this time.
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Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join my colleagues in honoring the distin-
guished gentleman from Nebraska, the Honor-
able BILL BARRETT.

In addition to being a successful business-
man, BILL has been a dedicated public serv-
ant, serving his country in the U.S. Navy, serv-
ing in many local and State capacities, rep-
resenting Nebraska in the State legislature as
speaker, and serving as a hard-working, con-
scientious Member of this institution since
1991. He has worked tirelessly for his con-
stituents in one of the largest and most rural
congressional districts in the country.

During this time he has been an effective
advocate for issues of importance to the Na-
tion with his work on the House Committee on
Agriculture and Education and the Workforce.
As a colleague who also represents a district
with significant farming interests, he has been
of significant help to me through his work as
chairman of the House Subcommittee on Gen-
eral Farm Commodities, Resource Conserva-
tion, and Credit.

Most importantly, BILL is a man of honor
and integrity who is respected by colleagues
on both sides of the aisle. He has been a tre-
mendous asset to the House of Representa-
tives, working with Members in a bipartisan
fashion. As long as I have known BILL, he has
been a humble, tenacious, and effective voice
for his constituents. I am honored to have had

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 03:24 Nov 03, 2000 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A02NO8.028 pfrm04 PsN: E02PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-22T13:43:12-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




