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commercial or other proprietary data from
the Federal Aviation Administration shall be
subject to the provisions of section 1905 of
title 18, United States Code, pertaining to
unauthorized disclosure of such information.

(g) TRAVEL AND PER DIEM.—Each member
of the Commission shall be paid actual trav-
el expenses, and per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence expenses when away from such mem-
ber’s usual place of residence, in accordance
with section 5703 of title 5, United States
Code.

(h) DETAIL OF PERSONNEL FROM THE FED-
ERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION.—The Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration shall make available to the Com-
mission such staff, administrative services,
and other personnel assistance as may rea-
sonably be required to enable the Commis-
sion to carry out its responsibilities under
this section.

SEC. 3. REPORT OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
30 days after receiving the final report of the
Commission and in no event more than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Transportation, after
consulting the Secretary of Defense, shall
transmit a report to the Committees on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, Ap-
propriations, and Finance of the Senate and
the Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure, Appropriations, and Ways and
Means of the House of Representatives.

(b) CONTENTS.—The Secretary shall include
in the report to Congress under subsection
(a) a final report of findings and rec-
ommendations of the Commission under sec-
tion 2(b), including any necessary changes to
current law to carry out these recommenda-
tions in the form of proposed legislation.

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary to carry out
this Act.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO
ELIMINATE THE PERSONAL EX-
EMPTION PHASE-OUT AND THE
ITEMIZED DEDUCTION PHASE-
DOWN

HON. PHILIP M. CRANE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing three pieces of legislation to refine the
tax proposal put forward by President Bush.
Let me state at the outset that | fully support
President Bush’s tax proposal as he laid it out.
| think it is appropriate for the times and well-
designed. Even so, there is no legislation or
proposal that cannot be improved upon. And
so | offer these three bills in this spirit and in
the belief that the President in all likelihood
would and should support them.

This bill takes as its starting point the in-
come tax rate reductions proposed by Presi-
dent Bush, phased-in over ten years. | have
included these rate reductions to provide the
context for my proposed refinement, which is
to repeal the phase-down of itemized deduc-
tions and the phase-out of personal exemp-
tions contained in the current code. These
provisions are sometimes known by the
names of Pease and PEP, the former named
for its originator. Congressman Don Pease, a
distinguished Member of the Ways and Means
Committee during the 1986 Tax Reform Act,
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and the latter an acronym for personal exemp-
tion phasesout.

The income tax contains a number of unfor-
tunate provisions that phase-out various cred-
its, exemptions, and deductions. For example,
the amount an individual can take as itemized
deductions falls for married taxpayers with ad-
justed gross income (AGI) over a $132,950
threshold. These taxpayers see a reduction in
their total itemized deductions at the rate of 3
percent for every $1,000 earned over the
threshold. The proportion of a taxpayer’s
itemized deductions that can be lost due to
this provision is capped at 80 percent of their
otherwise allowable deductions. Similarly, for
2001 a taxpayer's allowable personal exemp-
tions are reduced by 2 percent for every
$2,500 over and above $199,450 in AGI. This
provision raises the marginal tax rate by .8
percent for affected taxpayers.

The itemized deduction phase-down and the
personal exemption phase-out exist for only
one reason—to increase taxes on the affected
taxpayers. Even more troubling, they do so by
significantly increasing tax complexity. Even
worse, they raise taxes by raising marginal
rates and they do so, not through an explicitly
higher statutory tax rate, but through a hidden
device.

The reduction of marginal tax rates is a hall-
mark of the Bush tax proposal. High marginal
tax rates discourage people form investing,
saving, creating new businesses, and so forth.
Reducing these rates is therefore one of the
effective things we can do to ensure a strong-
er economy in the future. The bill | am intro-
ducing today eliminates two hidden marginal
tax rate increases and is, therefore, com-
pletely consistent with the strategy of the Bush
tax rate reductions.

The bill I am introducing today is also fully
consistent with sound tax policy because it
makes the tax code more transparent. Tax-
payers ought to be able to determine with little
effort the tax consequences of their economic
decisions. Hidden marginal rate increases are
therefore inconsistent with sound tax policy
and ought to be eliminated.

Further, everyone involved in tax policy
agrees that the tax code is too complex, too
costly to comply with, and too costly to admin-
ister. This bill certainly does not sweep away
all the cobwebs of complexity, but it will make
the code simpler for those affected by these
two provisions.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF DR. RAYMUND
PAREDES, ASSOCIATE VICE
CHANCELLOR AT UCLA

HON. HILDA SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
the achievements of Dr. Raymund Paredes,
the Associate Vice Chancellor at UCLA. Dr.
Paredes opened the doors of opportunity for
many students from Los Angeles County
through his leadership, direction and execution
of academic development programs. He has
served not only as a professional role models
for Latinos across the United States, but most
importantly as a positive role model to the
residents of the 31st Congressional District.
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He exemplifies how one person’s commitment
to public education can make tremendous
changes towards improving our educational
system. Raymund Paredes obtained his B.A.,
in English from the University of Texas at Aus-
tin, in 1964. He went on to earn his in M.A.
American Studies at the University of South-
ern California, 1969, and returned to the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin for his Ph.D. in
American Civilization, in 1973.

Dr. Paredes joined the faculty of UCLA’s
English Department in 1973. His research has
focused on Mexican American literature and
culture and the impact of demographic change
on American culture, art, and education. A
driving force in the emergence of Chicano
studies as a discipline, he introduced Chicano
literature courses to the UCLA curriculum and
chaired the César Chavez Center for Chicana/
0 Studies from 1997 until 1999. He also
served as an Associate Dean in the Graduate
Division, overseeing the graduate fellowships
unit as well as affirmative action programs
from 1986 to 1989.

As Associate Vice Chancellor, Academic
Development since 1989, Raymund has been
engaged in a broad range of activities encom-
passing K-12 and community college out-
reach, faculty recruitment and retention, cur-
ricular development, promotion of cultural and
academic events, and, most recently, estab-
lishment of Community Education Resource
Centers in five Los Angeles neighborhoods.
He also worked on outreach in his capacity as
Special Assistant to UC President Richard At-
kinson from 1998 to 2000.

Dr. Paredes has long believed that by set-
ting high expectations for students, they will
eventually overcome their challenges. Dr.
Paredes has been a strong advocate for the
establishment of educational partnerships that
lead to successful pipelines between high
schools and four-year colleges, as well as be-
tween community colleges and Universities.
He has played a most important role in out-
reaching to the most disenfranchised commu-
nities in the state of California. He has helped
further the goals of the first successful sum-
mer academy for migrant students from Cali-
fornia.

Dr. Paredes has served as an appointed
member to the Task Force on Latino Eligibility
by the University of California from 1992—
1997. He has also served as an appointed
member of the Advisory Committee on Latino
Education by the California State Department
of Education, has served as an appointed
member of the California Commission for the
Establishment of Academic Content and Per-
formance Standards, has served as the co-
chair of the Committee on K-12 educational
research for the Inter-University Program for
Latino Research and currently he is a Consult-
ant on education to the Univision television
network.

Dr. Paredes’ true contributions to UCLA, the
University of California, and the community at
large far exceed the span of his myriad re-
sponsibilities. A champion of educational ac-
cess, equity, and diversity, he has been a
highly effective ambassador and leader on be-
half of those causes. He has spearheaded
landmark programs and forged relationships
between the University and important local in-
stitutions—vital bonds that will endure be-
cause of his commitment and persistence.

Sadly, Dr. Paredes is leaving his position at
UCLA, as he will be assuming the position of
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