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BUSH WITHDRAWS MICH. JUDICIAL NOMINEES

(By Jesse J. Holland)

WASHINGTON.—President Bush on Monday
dumped former President Clinton’s last judi-
cial nominees, including two Michigan
women nominated for the 6th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals who never got a hearing.

Michigan Court of Appeals Judge Helene
White waited for a Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee hearing for four years—longer than
any other judicial nominee in history.

And Detroit attorney Kathleen McCree
Lewis, a partner in the Dykema Gossett law
firm who often argues cases before the 6th
Circuit, was nominated in September 1999
but never had a hearing.

‘‘I’m very disappointed,’’ she said. ‘‘I knew
it could happen, but because there had been
statements about bipartisanship, it was my
hope that it wouldn’t.’’

Bush officially withdrew 62 executive and
judicial nominations.

Besides Michigan, the 6th Circuit includes
Ohio, Tennessee and Kentucky.

‘‘Both of these nominees were not only
very qualified and widely respected, but
would have been excellent members of the
federal bench,’’ said Rep. Debbie Stabenow,
D–Lansing. ‘‘While the President has contin-
ued to talk about the need to reach out to
Democrats and foster greater bipartisanship
in Washington, it’s time he needs to follow-
up his words with bipartisan deeds.’’

Stabenow and Sen. Carl Levin, D–Detroit,
had been pushing for a hearing for the two
Michigan nominees.

‘‘Some of these individuals will be consid-
ered for positions in the Bush administra-
tion,’’ White House spokesman Scott McClel-
lan said. ‘‘No one should be considered ruled
in or out at this point.’’

The decision to withdraw the Clinton judi-
cial nominees comes as Bush starts to look
at filling the remaining vacancies with his
own nominees.

White House counsel Albert Gonzales and
Atty. Gen. John Ashcroft met with top offi-
cials from the American Bar Association on
Monday to discuss the nomination process. A
committee of senior administration officials
led by Gonzales has interviewed more than 50
candidates in a drive to fill nearly 100 vacan-
cies with judges who share Bush’s conserv-
ative philosophy.

LASTING PEACE IN NORTHERN
IRELAND IN U.S. NATIONAL IN-
TEREST

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2001

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, last week was
Saint Patrick’s Day and Irish events all around
our country and the globe, commemorated the
patron Saint of Ireland. The Irish in America
proudly celebrated their heritage and prayed
for lasting peace and justice in the long di-
vided and troubled north of Ireland. Along with
Ireland’s many friends around the globe, we
joined in that prayer for lasting peace.

Former President Bill Clinton played an im-
portant role, along with former Senator George
Mitchell, in bringing about the historic Good
Friday Accord of April 1998 that has the best
chance for making that peace a reality, if the
accord is carried out and honored by all sides.

Now, I am pleased to note that our new
President, George W. Bush, has willingly and
aggressively picked up the mantle of our con-
tinued U.S. support for finding and sustaining
a lasting peace and justice in the north. Unlike
any President of the United States in my
memory, President Bush last week at the
White House ceremony for Saint Patrick’s Day
stated, ‘‘It is in our national interest that there
be lasting peace, a real lasting peace, in
Northern Ireland.

I join with all of the Irish American commu-
nity in thanking President Bush for that strong
and unambiguous statement of our continued
U.S. interest and support in the long and dif-
ficult struggle for lasting peace in Northern Ire-
land.

Mr. Speaker, I request that the full text of
President Bush’s remarks at the White House
ceremony for Irish American Leaders held on
March 16, 2001 be included at this point in the
RECORD, and I invite my colleagues to review
the President’s significant supporting state-
ment for peace in Ireland and I look forward
to join in a bi-partisan effort to support the
President’s initiative here in the Congress.

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT DURING
RECEPTION FOR IRISH-AMERICAN LEADERS

The President: Thank you very much. It
sounds like we invited some rowdy Irish-
Americans. (Laughter.) Thank you all for
coming. Taoiseach, thank you very much,
sir. Secretary of State of Northern Ireland,

Dr. Reid; First Minister Trimble; Deputy
First Minister Mallon. Thank you all for
being here.

I want to thank the ambassadors who are
here; I want to thank the other leaders from
Northern Ireland who are here. It’s most gra-
cious of you to take your time to come and
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with us. Mr.
Speaker, it’s good to see you again, sir, as
well.

The Taoiseach and I just had an excellent
meeting. We spent a good hour of frank dia-
logue. He gave me Dublin’s perspective on
the peace process in Northern Ireland, just
as Prime Minister Blair gave me London’s
perspective when we met last month. An
Irish proverb tell us that a friends’s eye is a
good mirror. and I can tell you that what is
striking about my meetings with both Prime
Minister is now similar their persepective
are, how optimistic they are and how deter-
mined they are.

It is clear that all sides want the Good Fri-
day Agreement to succeed. It is also clear
that all sides are seeking to overcome very
difficult internal obstacles and to keep up
forward momentum. The agreement nego-
tiated by both Prime Ministers in Belfast
last week is a reflection of a common com-
mitment. As always, we deeply appreciate
the efforts.

And, again, I want to pledge what I said
yesterday; the United States stands ready to
help. (Applause.) It is in our national inter-
est that there be a lasting peace, a real last-
ing peace, in Northern Ireland.

I also want to say how much I appreciate
the contributions that Irish-Americans have
made to the cause of peace. Many of you are
right here in this room, and our nation
thanks you. By supporting those committed
to a peaceful approach, you’re truly giving
something back to your native land.

Today is also about celebrating what Irish-
Americans have given to their adopted land.
The White House itself was designed by an
Irish-Americas. This fact about America’s
home is symbolic of the contributions made
by millions of Irish of both Catholic and
Protestant persuasion.

Your industry and telent and imagination
have enriched our commerce and enriched
our culture. The strong record of public serv-
ice has fortified our democracy. And the
strong ties to family and faith and commu-
nity have strengthened our nation’s char-
acter. In short, the Irish are a big reason
why we’ll always be proud to call outselves a
nation of immigrants.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day. (Applause).
And now, would you join us, please, for

some refreshments in the State Room. Wel-
come to the White House. (Applause.)
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