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most importantly, he loved people, and
he cared deeply for them. He loved his
wife Bonnie, and their three children. I
want to offer my sincerest condolences
to them. I know the last few months
since he was diagnosed with leukemia
have been especially difficult for them.
They will always miss Eddie, but they
can take great pride in he life he led,
and the hearts he touched along the
way.e
——

NDSU WRESTLING TEAM FLOOR
STATEMENT

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, last
month the North Dakota State Univer-
sity wrestling team once again showed
the strength, grit and determination of
North Dakotans by winning the NCAA
Division II wrestling championship.
Not only was this the second consecu-
tive championship for the Bison, it was
the fourth national title in school his-
tory.

As a native North Dakotan, I am ex-
ceptionally proud of this accomplish-
ment. Defending their NCAA Division
IT Championship, the Bison finished 7%
points ahead of second place South Da-
kota State University in the NCAA Di-
vision II finals on March 10. This year’s
dramatic victory came down to the
wire needing a victory by Bison heavy-
weight Nick Severson to secure the vic-
tory over second place rival South Da-
kota State. Severson rose to the occa-
sion by pinning an opponent he has
never previously beaten. The stage for
the upset heavyweight finale was set
when each of the other Bison finalists,
Todd Fuller and Steve Saxlund, did
their part by becoming national
champs at 174 and 184 pounds. For
Saxlund, this was an impressive third
straight national championship.

I congratulate the Bison wrestling
program. Exceptional coaching, deter-
mined wrestlers, and remarkable team-
work led the Bison to their fourth na-
tional championship. They qualified all
10 members of their wrestling squad for
the NCAA tournament. With all but
one returning for next season, I expect
to have the opportunity to make a
similar announcement next year re-
garding the Bison’s success in the
world’s oldest sport. Again, on behalf
of all North Dakotans, I extend con-
gratulations to the Bison on yet an-
other successful season and wish the
best of luck to the entire team.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO DR. THOMAS E.
STARZL

e Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize and honor Dr. Thomas E.
Starzl on the 20th anniversary of the
first liver transplant performed in
Pittsburgh.

On February 26, 1981, Dr. Starzl made
history upon his performance of the
first liver transplant at Presbyterian
University Hospital (now UPMC Pres-
byterian). In the two decades since
that remarkable accomplishment, Dr.
Starzl has led the University of Pitts-
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burgh transplant program to national
and international prominence. UPMC,
now the largest and most successful
transplant center in the world, has per-
formed more than 5,700 liver trans-
plants; 3,500 kidney transplants; 1,000
heart transplants; and 500 lung trans-
plants—largely attributed to Dr.
Starzl’s trailblazing vision.

Dr. Starzl’s influence reaches well be-
yond western Pennsylvania. He has
been a pioneer in the field of organ
transplantation for more than 40 years,
and has compiled a distinguished ca-
reer that spans the country and med-
ical technology. Dr. Starzl performed
the world’s first liver transplant in 1963
at the University of Colorado, and
helped to develop the truly revolu-
tionary surgical techniques and anti-
rejection drugs which have brought
organ transplantation to the main-
stream of American medicine. Dr.
Starzl has authored or co-authored
more than 2,000 scientific articles and
four books, received 21 honorary doc-
torates, and has been honored with
more than 175 awards. Most recently,
he was a co-winner of the King Faisal
International Prize in Medicine for the
year 2000, sharing the award with two
other transplant pioneers. Although re-
tired from clinical practice since 1991,
Dr. Starzl continues to actively con-
tribute to biomedical research as the
director emeritus of the transplant in-
stitute in Pittsburgh, renamed in his
honor in 1996. The Thomas E. Starzl
Transplantation Institute and the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh will pay tribute
to Dr. Starzl this month with a ‘‘Fest-
schrift,”” a collection of articles by col-
leagues, former students and others
published in his honor. This special
event will inaugurate the Starzl Prize
in Surgery and Immunology and unveil
a portrait of Dr. Starzl that will be dis-
played in the University of Pittsburgh
School of Medicine.

With more than 20 years of landmark
advancements in science and medicine
to his credit, I salute Dr. Thomas E.
Starzl for his remarkable dedication
and honor his contribution to the life-
saving field of organ transplantation.e

————

MARY WALTERS

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
learned this morning that Mary Wal-
ters, one of New Mexico’s most out-
standing citizens has died at age 79.
She was a pioneering spirit if there
ever was one, and many of us who knew
and admired her feel this loss keenly.
Not yet twenty-one, she served as a
WASP, Women’s Auxiliary Service Pi-
lots transport pilot during World War
II. In a move that would shape her
later career, she used her soon-to-ex-
pire GI benefits to go to college and
then went on to earn a law degree at
age forty. For the next half of her life,
she went places no woman had gone be-
fore in New Mexico. She was President
of the New Mexico Women’s Political
Caucus and served in a leadership posi-
tion in the Constitutional Convention.
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She was the first woman named to the
district court. Her service on the New
Mexico Court of Appeals, 1978-1984, led
to the New Mexico Supreme Court
where she became the first woman to
sit on that bench.

During a critical period for women’s
rights, Mary Walters took the lead in
our state and in our profession. She
had many admirers. My wife, Anne,
and I, were among them. She was a
marvelous person whose life was a
blessing to all who appreciated her
strength and spirit, and whose death
reminds us all what a force for good
she was.®

————

CELEBRATION OF CHAUL CHHNAM,
CAMBODIAN NEW YEAR

e Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise
today to join Cambodian-Americans in
celebration of the traditional Cam-
bodian New Year, Chaul Chhnam, one
of the major celebrations of the Cam-
bodian culture. For three days this
month, there will be gatherings across
the United States to celebrate the be-
ginning of the year. I take this oppor-
tunity to wish all Cambodian Ameri-
cans a very happy New Year.

New Year celebrations are about the
passing of time and the rejuvenation of
optimism for the future. The Cam-
bodian New Year is this and more. It
represents a traditional end of the har-
vest and a celebration of faith. Tradi-
tionally, it was a time for farmers to
enjoy the fruits of their harvest and
relax before the rainy season began.
The start of the New Year is marked by
the sounding of a bell. With the sound-
ing, it is believed that the New Angel
arrives. Throughout the day people
participate in ceremonies and bring
food to the Buddhist monks and reli-
gious leaders. The second day of cele-
bration, or Vana Bat, is a time to show
consideration for others. Gifts are
given to parents, grandparents and
teachers as a show of respect and char-
ity is offered to the less fortunate. The
third day, or Loeng Sak, includes more
religious ceremonies and rituals to
bring good luck and happiness to fami-
lies.

In my home state of Rhode Island
there are numerous businesses owned
by Cambodian-American families, most
of them in the capital city Providence.
These families enrich Rhode Island
with their diversity and culture, and
their hard work contributes much to
the local economy. I would like to wish
each one of them a happy New Year.

The Cambodian New Year is an ap-
propriate time to remind all Americans
why we must support the political and
economic stabilization of Cambodia. As
Cambodia continues to recover from
three decades of civil conflict, includ-
ing the atrocities committed by the
Khmer Rouge, it is critical that the
United States and international com-
munity aid the Cambodian people in
their efforts to build a lasting democ-
racy.

As we approach the beginning of
Chaul Chhnam, I encourage all U.S.
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