
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1586 April 25, 2001
(Ms. BROWN), Doug Jamerson and my-
self served together in the Florida Leg-
islature, and today he is gone. Doug
Jamerson was a patriot. He was a man
who loved Florida and who dem-
onstrated it by serving as Labor Sec-
retary and serving as Commissioner of
Education. He showed his true love for
Florida.

He was instrumental and a driving
force in Florida’s Blueprint 2000, Mr.
Speaker, and that blueprint is what set
Florida on the right track in his edu-
cational programs. Doug wanted to see
accountability in Florida schools, and
he fought very hard for that. He was an
Air Force veteran. He served from 1967
to 1971.

Mr. Speaker, I do not think that any-
one in the State of Florida who had re-
spect for government and respect for
love of the people did not know and did
not love Doug Jamerson. He is a known
man in the State of Florida. He was a
loved man. He leaves a wife and a won-
derful son to mourn him and the rest of
us who served with him. We loved him
very much. He will be remembered
throughout our lives and throughout
the lifetime of Florida’s history as a
politician and as a public servant who
served both God and his people.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
in closing, when I think of Doug, I
think of Paul and his great work. He
has done great work for the people of
Florida, and we will truly miss him.

Jamerson won a national humanitarian
award for helping St. Petersburg recover from
racial violence in 1996, when he walked the
streets, helping cool emotions. It was a natural
extension of his years as a school security
guard in the early ’70s when he spent hours
counseling teens going through desegregation
at a Pinellas high school.

His parochial school education taught
Jamerson the integrity of discipline and one of
his first acts as education commissioner was
to advocate the socially leveling effect of
wearing uniforms in public schools. The idea
sank, but Jamerson’s reputation rose as a
public servant not given to predictable solu-
tions. He was against both paddling and pray-
er in schools but said both had a place in a
loving home. He was a Democrat who
oversaw reduction by 50 percent of the state’s
education bureaucracy.

Jamerson will be remembered as a gifted
man whose genial disposition made it hard for
even staunch opponents of his causes to dis-
like him. He will be missed.
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THE BIPARTISAN SENIORS
HEALTH CARE BILL OF RIGHTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHAYS). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from New York
(Mr. ISRAEL) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, America’s
health care crisis affects millions of
people, and I rise today on behalf of the
50,000 senior citizens on Long Island
who have been kicked out of their
Medicare HMOs.

Just 3 years ago, seniors had choices
in their medical care. In September of
1999, 12 HMOs offered seniors health
plans in my district on Long Island.
Now only two remain.

In 1998 and 1999, 700,000 seniors across
America were left without coverage
when their HMOs decided not to renew
their contracts.

This year, HCFA reports that 65
Medicare HMOs did not renew their
contracts, leaving an additional 160,000
senior citizens in America with no
Medicare HMO option. This is intoler-
able.

HMOs are choosing not to renew
their 1-year contracts because of inad-
equate and unfair reimbursement
rates. They are putting profits ahead of
people. Health care should be a right,
not a privilege. Ensuring Long Island
seniors receive quality care is not a
partisan issue; it is common sense.
That is why I have been working with
my Republican colleague from Long Is-
land on a solution. Our plan, the Sen-
iors’ Health Care Bill of Rights, holds
HMOs accountable and provides seniors
the care they deserve. We will do this
by providing carrots and sticks. Our
Seniors’ Health Care Bill of Rights in-
cludes three provisions: first, increase
the reimbursement levels to keep
HMOs operating in the senior market;
second, our bill requires 3-year rather
than 1-year contracts. Finally, our bill
provides penalties for terminating sen-
ior coverage. If HMOs drop senior citi-
zens in the middle of their contract
year, they are going to be banned from
the very lucrative Federal Employees
Health Benefits Plan.

Mr. Speaker, I promised my constitu-
ents my very first piece of legislation
would be this Seniors’ Health Care Bill
of Rights. This is only the beginning of
the fight for senior health care. Now I
ask my colleagues to join me in this
fight.

Our senior citizens are the people
who built our neighborhoods and
schools, paid their taxes, raised their
families, and fought our wars. Now it is
time to restore the health care choice,
access, and quality that they deserve.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that my col-
leagues will cosponsor the bipartisan
Seniors’ Health Care Bill of Rights.
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TRIBUTE TO MICHIGAN SEC-
RETARY OF STATE RICHARD A.
AUSTIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BONIOR) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise and will be joined later by some of
my colleagues to pay tribute to a man
who was a mentor and a very dear
friend, a man who defined the words
dignity and respect. I am talking about
Michigan’s former Secretary of State,
Richard A. Austin, who died last Fri-
day at the age of 87.

Dick Austin was a man of great vi-
sion and one of Michigan’s most distin-

guished and honored, accomplished
statesman. He was Secretary of State
for 24 years, having been first elected
in 1970 and reelected a record five
times. I had the great honor of nomi-
nating Dick Austin at three of our par-
ty’s State conventions, and each time I
had to struggle a little harder to try to
squeeze it all in because Dick had ac-
complished that much in the preceding
4 years.

Under Dick Austin’s direction, Michi-
gan became a leader in highway safety
and voting rights. He brought us one of
America’s first safety belt laws, spear-
headed the drive for child passenger
safety legislation, and won awards for
his efforts to stop drunk driving. Thou-
sands of people are alive in Michigan
today because of Dick Austin’s tireless
dedication to safety.

Mr. Speaker, he helped to enact a
landmark voter registration law that
served as a model for other States and
paved the way for the eventual passage
of the national motor voter legislation.
Millions of people in Michigan found it
easier to exercise the franchise because
of Dick Austin’s determination to
eliminate barriers to voting.

Dick was a great innovator. He auto-
mated the Department of State and
transformed a department that con-
sumers were upset about for its agoniz-
ing inefficiency. He did that, and made
it into one to the best run, best man-
aged and most highly acclaimed de-
partments in the Nation.

Dick Austin was a pioneer in many
fields, breaking down barriers with his
intellect, self-confidence, and his dedi-
cation to hard work. He was the first
African American certified public ac-
countant in Michigan. He was the first
African American candidate for mayor
of Detroit, and the longest serving Af-
rican American elected to statewide of-
fice.

He was born in Stouts Mountain, Ala-
bama, the son of a coal miner who died
when Dick was just 11 years old. His
family moved to Detroit where he
worked his way through school, never
letting hardship become an obstacle to
success. An academic and track star,
he gave up a scholarship to Wayne
State University when his family faced
hardship. Undaunted, Dick sold and
took night classes to earn his degree as
a CPA.

Dick Austin was the perfect combina-
tion of competence and decency. He
was full of charm, and he was as honest
as the day is long. He was a gentleman
in the truest sense of the word. He
served the people of Michigan with
grace and dignity. He lived by the val-
ues that he preached. He was someone
who took to heart the words of the
prophet: ‘‘To do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with your God.’’

In good times and hard times, Rich-
ard A. Austin was always there. He was
calm, reassuring, standing strong.

Mr. Speaker, to his wife of over 60
years, Ida, and his daughter, Hazel, we
send our deep regrets and prayers.

All of us in Michigan will profoundly
miss Dick Austin. His memory and
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