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TRIBUTE TO BARBARA J. SMITH

HON. STEVE C. LaTOURETTE
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2001

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor a very special constituent, Barbara J.
Smith, on the occasion of her receipt of the
Ohio Women’s Bar Association’s Justice Alice
Robie Resnick Award of Distinction. This
award is the OWBA’s highest award for pro-
fessional excellence and is bestowed annually
on a deserving attorney who exhibits leader-
ship in the areas of advancing the status and
interests of women and in improving the legal
profession in the state of Ohio. It gives me
great pleasure to wish Ms. Smith my warmest
congratulations on this truly special occasion.

Barbara Smith is currently a shareholder of
McDonald, Hopkins, Burke & Haber Co.,
L.P.A. in Cleveland. She attended Old Domin-
ion College (B.A., 1968); Pepperdine Univer-
sity (M.B.A. 1974, magna cum laude); and
Case Western Reserve University (J.D. 1977,
magna cum laude).

She is a former President of the OWB
(1994–1995) and is one of its original mem-
bers. The OWBA was initially formed in 1991
and is the only statewide bar association with-
in Ohio solely dedicated toward advancing the
interests of women attorneys while encour-
aging networking and the creation of a state-
wide mentor program for women attorneys.
The 2001–2002 membership year celebrates
the OWBA’s 10th Anniversary.

Barb has also served as President of the
Cleveland Bar Association. At the time she
served, she was only the third female presi-
dent in its 125-year history.

At the same time, Ms. Smith has been ac-
tive in the community on issues affecting
women and minorities, including Ohio Attor-
ney’s Assault on Domestic Violence, a Charter
Fellow and member of the Cleveland Bar
Foundation Board of Trustees and a member
of The Federated Church—Multi-racial, Multi-
cultural Task Force.

Ms. Smith has been recognized for excel-
lence in her legal work including Who’s Who
in American Law, Who’s Who in America and
The Best Lawyers in America for Health Law.

On May 21, 2001, OWBA President Helen
Mac Murray will be presenting Ms. Smith with
the Ohio Women’s Bar Association’s Justice
Alice Robie Resnick Award of Distinction at its
Annual Meeting in Cleveland, Ohio.

It gives me great pleasure to rise today, Mr.
Speaker, and join the OWBA in congratulating
Barbara Smith and wishing her continued suc-
cess.
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INTRODUCTION OF DUTY
DRAWBACK LEGISLATION

HON. KEVIN BRADY
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2001

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I
am introducing legislation to change the draw-
back and other trade laws in order to make
their interpretation, administration and imple-
mentation less cumbersome for the U.S. Cus-
toms Service. More importantly, the provisions

of this legislation will ease the regulatory and
administrative burdens imposed by the current
regulatory structure on U.S. companies by
making them more competitive in the global
marketplace when competing against foreign
exports of similar or like products.

Since this issue is very technical Mr. Speak-
er, let me briefly describe what duty drawback
is and how this legislation will help. Specifi-
cally, duty drawback is the refund of 99% of
the duty paid to Customs on an imported
product when the imported product, or a prod-
uct that is substantially similar or commercially
interchangeable with the imported product, is
later exported from the U.S.

For example, a manufacturer of widgets
may import a widget into the West Coast of
the U.S., paying a duty of US $10. The same
company then produces the same type or
quality of widget in Texas and exports it to
Mexico. The company may claim a refund of
US $9 of the duty paid on the West Coast im-
port as it is substantially similar to or commer-
cially interchangeable with the exported widg-
et.

Therefore, drawback levels the playing field
and allows U.S. companies to remain competi-
tive in the international market when com-
peting against foreign companies for export
sales and in export markets.

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. I look forward to working with my col-
leagues to see it enacted into law.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE BLACK
FARMERS FAIRNESS ACT OF 2001

HON. J.C. WATTS, JR.
OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2001

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
today I am introducing the Black Farmers Fair-
ness Act. This legislation will bring to closure
a series of injustices our government has
committed to a large number of black farmers
throughout the country. For many years, this
group of dedicated farmers experienced var-
ious acts of discrimination by the United
States Department of Agriculture.

In 1997, three brave farmers entered into a
lawsuit with USDA to correct injustices they
had experienced. Two months later they were
joined by 11 additional farmers. As more and
more black farmers learned of and joined this
lawsuit, the suit was changed to a class action
suit. For months, government attorneys
blocked settlement of their complaint due to a
‘‘statute of limitation’’ argument.

In 1998, the House extended the ‘‘statute of
limitations’’ for the black farmer lawsuit—allow-
ing justice to run its full course. Without this
provision, many of these farmers would have
not been legally permitted to receive consider-
ation for the civil rights complaints. Before this
provision, government attorneys argued that
they could not settle complaints beyond the
two-year period of each complaint.

Finally, it appeared that justice would pre-
vail. On April 14, 1999, a court ruled in a class
action suit that the black farmers would be
awarded $50,000 each in a cash settlement
as well as forgiveness for debts resulting from
discrimination for the past injustices.

I discovered, however, that a significant por-
tion of this settlement could potentially end up

right back here in Washington through various
taxes. That’s an outrage! These farmers were
discriminated against; no part of their settle-
ment should be taken by the government.
That is why I am introducing this bill.

This legislation does two things. First, it lifts
the tax burden (income tax as well as estate
tax) associated with both the cash payment
and debt forgiveness aspects of the settle-
ment. Second, it releases class members from
having to include settlement benefits in deter-
mining eligibility for federal assistance pro-
grams.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress has an obliga-
tion to finish what it started in 1998. We have
the opportunity and responsibility to give back
every cent to those who were denied the op-
portunity to pursue the American Dream. I en-
courage my colleagues to join me by sup-
porting the Black Farmers Fairness Act.
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TRIBUTE TO RUBEN SIVERLING

HON. SAM GRAVES
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2001

Mr. GRAVES Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Mr. Ruben Siverling, the recipient of
the Clay/Platte Development Corporation’s
Small Business Advocate of the Year.

Mr. Siverling is a full-time business consult-
ant serving on the staff at the Rockhurst Uni-
versity Small Business Development Center.
During his years as a consultant to the Small
Business Community in the Kansas City re-
gion, he has helped start or expand over
1,700 small businesses.

Mr. Siverling was instrumental in opening a
satellite Small Business Development Center
in the Missouri 6th District. Being a resident of
the district, he saw firsthand the growth in the
Northland region of Kansas City and under-
stood the importance of a guiding presence to
help the area’s burgeoning entrepreneurs. His
dedication to this cause is proven in the early
mornings, long days and late evenings that he
endures to help each and every one of his cli-
ents achieve success. Success to him does
not only involve just having a client receive a
loan, but all facets of learning the start-up
process. Whether it is revising a loan package
that was not approved on the first submittal, or
following through with revision and follow-up
meetings, he ensures that the small business
client is getting a first-class education that will
help their business flourish.

I commend the Clay/Platte Development
Corporation on choosing Mr. Ruben Siverling
as their Small Business Advocate of the Year,
and once again congratulate and thank Mr.
Siverling for his years of hard work and dedi-
cation to the Small Business Community.
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NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS
MEMORIAL DAY

HON. GENE GREEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2001

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the men and women
who are part of the blue line that keep our
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