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Asian Pacific Americans bring a richness to

our culture, adding diversity in language, cui-
sine, religion, and art. I am proud that our
country takes this month to honor the heritage
of this particular group. However, the diversity
of all races and cultures must be something
that we remember and respect every day. This
will help promote racial tolerance so future
generations can build a world that benefits
from the ethnic contributions of all cultures.
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TRIBUTE TO WORLD WAR II
VETERAN MIKE LUCERO

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2001

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I am extremely
proud to rise today to honor a very special
man—World War II Veteran Mike Lucero, a
resident of Montrose, Colorado. During his
time with the Armed Forces, Mike was sta-
tioned in the South Pacific. And what he didn’t
know is that he and his fellow soldiers were
about to change the course of history. Be-
cause of what Mike did during World War II,
I would like to thank him for his bravery and
courage on behalf of Congress.

On December 1, 1942, at the age of 19,
Mike left the small town of Cuba, New Mexico
for the open water of the South Pacific. ‘‘My
country needed me. I had to go,’’ said Mike.
At dawn on June 15, 1944, Coxswain Third
Class Lucero maneuvered his landing craft
along side the USS Livingston, where mem-
bers of the 2nd Marine Division boarded his
LCVP.

They were headed toward Saipan, which is
the northernmost of the southern four Islands
in the Marianas 3,200 miles northwest of Pearl
Harbor and 1,500 miles from Manilla. Over
29,000 Japanese troops waited and guarded
the narrow beaches of Saipan. Mike’s job was
to land Marines on the shore. ‘‘The bullets zip-
ping into the water looked like raindrops hitting
a puddle. They were striking on both sides of
my boat,’’ said the 79-year-old as he recalled
the battle. ‘‘They gave us the order to land
over a loud speaker and we headed for shore.
There were bodies floating in the water.’’

Mike delivered 8,000 Marines on Saipan’s
beach in less than an hour. It was the begin-
ning of one of the bloodiest fights in the Pa-
cific. On the shore looking at all the Americans
coming toward him was the man who pulled
the trigger on the surprise attack on Pearl Har-
bor, Vice Admiral Chuichi Nagumo. After the
battle, almost 29,000 Japanese had been
killed. The Marines, the 27th Army Infantry
and the Navy were victorious. Mr. Speaker, it
is with great appreciation that I ask Congress
to recognize and honor Mike Lucero for all
that he did for this country in World War II.
Mike was just a boy when he was thrust into
battle, but his bravery and the bravery of
those who fought and died for this country will
forever be etched in our minds. Mr. Speaker,
I proudly salute Mike for all he has done.
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Thursday, May 24, 2001

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Richard A. Luoma upon his re-
tirement from the Hatboro-Horsham School
District in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania
after 29 years of dedicated service.

Dick graduated from Fitchburg State College
where he received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree and went on to an advanced degree from
Boston University. He first taught math and
science at Groton Middle School in Concord,
Massachusetts and later he was promoted to
Assistant Principal. Following his move to
Montgomery County in 1972, Dick became the
principal at Keith Valley Middle School and
Loller Middle School. He was promoted to the
position of Assistant to the Superintendent in
charge of Curriculum and Instruction and fi-
nally Assistant Superintendent in Hatboro-
Horsham.

He has been a dedicated citizen of his com-
munity as well. Dick has been a member of
the Horsham Rotary for 28 years and has also
served as president and secretary of that or-
ganization. He has been active in politics for
the Republican Party in Towamencin Town-
ship. An avid golfer, Dick was president of the
Men’s Golf Association at Oak Terrace Coun-
try Club and continues to serve on the Board
of Directors at the Talamore Golf and Country
Club.

I am honored to recognize Richard A.
Luoma and his long and productive career
dedicated to our children. He has never
wavered in his belief that our youth are our fu-
ture.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
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Thursday, May 24, 2001

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall vote
No. 146, I was unavoidably detained on official
business. Had I been present, I would have
voted ‘‘yea’’.
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OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2001

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, due to an airline
delay on Monday, May 21, 2001, I was unable
to be present for rollcall vote No. 126, the vote
on H. Con. Res. 56, expressing the sense of
the Congress regarding National Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day. If I were present, I would
have voted ‘‘yea’’.

THE FEDERALIZATION OF CRIMES
UNIFORM STANDARDS (FOCUS)
ACT

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 24, 2001

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, almost one
year ago, to the day, I introduced the Fed-
eralization of Crimes Uniform Standards
(FOCUS) Act. I rise today, to re-introduce that
legislation.

The bill lays out what the appropriate Fed-
eral activity—response—is to an offense
against the Federal Government. Under the
bill, Section 6, an offense, or federal crime, is
an activity with respect to which a clear need
for uniform Federal law enforcement exists.
This includes an activity that involves conduct
of an interstate or international nature, or of
such magnitude or complexity that a State act-
ing alone cannot carry out effective law en-
forcement with respect to that conduct; or, that
involves conduct of overriding national inter-
est, such as interference with the exercise of
constitutional rights. The criminal conduct
must be an offense directly against the Fed-
eral Government, including an offense directly
against an officer, employee, agency or instru-
mentality of the Federal Government.

The idea behind this is to set a standard
definition to what constitutes a federal crime.
The current method seems to be that a federal
crime is whatever Congress deems it to be,
without any true consideration of the constitu-
tional issues involved. Therefore, under the
current methods, political will is the only thing
that keeps us from federalizing crime. Political
weakness in the face of media sound bite criti-
cisms, forces Congress to act again and again
to federalize crime—even when there is noth-
ing but rhetoric to suggest that ‘‘something
must be done!’’ to fight crime.

Sometimes less is better. It’s high time that
Congress takes a serious look at the fed-
eralization of crimes in the United States. The
State and Federal Courts together comprise
an intertwined system for the administration of
justice in the United States. The two courts
systems have played different but equally sig-
nificant roles in the Federal system. However,
the State courts have served as the primary
tribunals for trials of criminal law cases.

The Federal Courts have a more limited ju-
risdiction than the State Courts with respect to
criminal matters because of the fundamental
constitutional principle that the Federal gov-
ernment is a government of delegated power
in which the residual power remains with the
States. In criminal matters, the jurisdiction of
the Federal Courts should compliment, not
supplant, that of the State Courts.

The 1999 Year-End Report on the Federal
Judiciary shows how its caseload has grown:

One hundred years ago, there were 108 au-
thorized federal judgeships in the federal ju-
diciary, consisting of 71 district judgeships,
28 appellate judgeships, and 9 Supreme Court
Justices. Today, there are over 850—includ-
ing 655 district judgeships, 179 appellate
judgeships and 9 Supreme Court Justices. In
1900, 13,605 cases were filed in federal district
courts, and 1,093 in courts of appeals. In 1999,
over 320,194 cases were filed in federal dis-
trict courts, over 54, 6000 in courts of ap-
peals, and over 1,300,000 filings were made in
bankruptcy courts alone.
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