June 7, 2001

sought 26 death sentences and obtained only
one.

Doubts about the validity of some prosecu-
tion evidence—sown most recently by the
scandal involving alleged flaws in the work
of Oklahoma City police chemist Joyce Gil-
christ—may have also made juries more re-
luctant to impose the death penalty in the
state. Oklahoma Attorney General Drew
Edmondson, whose office is reviewing the
cases of all 121 death-row inmates in the
state to see if additional DNA testing is
called for, has declined to set an execution
date for any of the 12 against whom Ms. Gil-
christ had testified. Ms. Gilchrist, who was
suspended by the Oklahoma City police de-
partment in March and now faces a state in-
vestigation of her work, said in an interview,
“I stand by my testimony.”

Republican Gov. Keating says further steps
are needed. He proposes a higher standard of
proof—‘‘moral certainty’ of guilt—for cap-
ital cases, instead of the families absence-of-
reasonable-doubt standard used in criminal
trials. ‘““The people now expect moral cer-
tainty,” says Mr. Keating. ‘“‘No system can
survive if it’s fallible.”

——————

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to speak about hate
crimes legislation I introduced with
Senator KENNEDY last month. The
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2001
would add new categories to current
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that violence of any Kkind is unac-
ceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred August 19, 2000, in
San Francisco, California. Two men
were arrested on charges of stalking,
assaulting and robbing men in gay bars
in what police say was a ‘‘brazen,
bicoastal crime spree that included
four robberies in Maine and vicious at-
tacks on gays,” including slashing one
victim’s throat, in California. The per-
petrators were arrested after a bouncer
at a gay bar recognized their distinc-
tive Boston accents after reading about
them in a warning flier distributed by
police.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

———

TWO-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BELLINGHAM WASHINGTON PIPE-
LINE EXPLOSION

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, on
June 10th families in Bellingham, WA
and throughout my home State will
mark the 2-year anniversary of a pipe-
line explosion that killed three young
people.

That tragic explosion changed three
families forever. It shattered a commu-
nity’s sense of security. It showed us
the dangers posed by aging,
uninspected oil and gas pipelines. That
disaster in Bellingham led me to learn
about pipeline safety, to testify before
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Congress, to introduce the first pipe-
line safety bill of the 106th Congress,
and ultimately to pass legislation in
the Senate in September 2000 and again
in February of this year.

The Senate has done its job. Twice
the Senate has passed the strongest
pipeline safety measures to ever pass
either chamber of Congress. Now it’s
time for the House and President Bush
to do their part.

The bill we passed in the Senate is a
major step forward. It isn’t everything
everyone could want, but it is a signifi-
cant move in the right direction. Spe-
cifically, the bill: Improves the Quali-
fication and Training of Pipeline Per-
sonnel, Improves Pipeline Inspection
and Prevention Practices, Requires in-
ternal inspection at least once every
five years, Expands the Public’s Right
to Know about Pipeline Hazards,
Raises the Penalties for Safety Viola-
tors, Enables States to Expand their
Safety Efforts, Invests in New Tech-
nology to Improve Safety, Protects
Whistle blowers, and Increases Funding
for Safety Efforts by $13 billion.

Here we are, 2 years after that dis-
aster in Bellingham and the legislation
we’ve passed in the Senate still hasn’t
become law. That is inexcusable. The
Bush Administration just issued an en-
ergy plan that calls for 38,000 new miles
of pipeline. As I told the Vice President
in a letter recently, before we build
thousands of miles of pipelines through
our backyards, our neighborhoods and
our communities, we must make sure
those pipelines are safe.

Unfortunately, the President’s en-
ergy plan offered some rhetoric about
pipeline safety, but no clear progress. I
believe he missed an opportunity to ar-
ticulate the Administration’s specific
proposals to make pipelines safer. I
hope President Bush will agree that we
shouldn’t replace our current energy
crisis with a pipeline safety crisis.

Let me offer three ways President
Bush can show his commitment to pub-
lic safety. The first one is simple. We
shouldn’t backtrack on safety. Com-
prehensive new legislation which has
passed the Senate and is pending in the
House should represent the new min-
imum of safety standards. President
Bush should not send us a proposal
that is less stringent than this bill.
President Bush should not undo the
progress we made last year. And I hope
he’ll show a sensitivity to safety and
environmental concerns that have been
absent from his discussions on this
issue to date.

Second, President Bush should signal
his support of pipeline safety legisla-
tion, which I hope will ultimately take
the form of him signing a bill into law.

Finally, President Bush’s Depart-
ment of Transportation should con-
tinue to issue administrative rules to
make pipelines safer. The Clinton ad-
ministration took several important
administrative steps. I hope the Bush
administration will show the same
level of commitment.

We do need to address our energy
needs, but not at the expense of our

S5959

safety. Let’s make pipelines safe first,
before we lay down more pipelines.

If we learned anything last year, it’s
that we must not wait for another
tragedy to force us to act. We must
pass a comprehensive pipeline safety
bill this year.

In the coming weeks and months, as
a member of Senate Transportation
Appropriations Subcommittee, I will
continue to do everything I can to im-
prove pipeline safety by making sure
that pipeline regulators have the re-
sources they need to do their jobs effec-
tively.

I know that we can’t undo what hap-
pened in Bellingham, but we can take
the lessons from the Bellingham trag-
edy and put them into law so that fam-
ilies will know the pipelines near their
homes are safe. Two years after the
Bellingham disaster they deserve noth-
ing less.

———

NATIONAL CORRECTION OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES WEEK

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Madam Presi-
dent, I am proud to rise today as an
original cosponsor of Senator JEF-
FORDS’ and Senator FEINSTEIN’s resolu-
tion designating this week as ‘‘Na-
tional Correction Officers and Employ-
ees Week.” I commend them for their
efforts to honor the 200,000 men and
women who work in our Federal and
State correctional institutions. Too
often, American citizens overlook the
importance of these men and women
who must work with society’s most
hardened and dangerous criminals
under difficult circumstances.

Today, I want them to know how
much I admire and appreciate them for
their willingness to face danger daily
as they work to enforce our Nation’s
laws and ensure the safety of all Amer-
ican citizens. At this time, I also offer
my condolences to the families and
friends of the 11 correctional officers
who died in the line of duty last year.
I am deeply appreciative of their sac-
rifices and am sorry for their loss.

——

TAIWAN PRESIDENT CHEN SHUI-
BIAN’S HISTORIC VISIT

Mr. ALLEN. Madam President, as
President Chen Shui-bian of the Repub-
lic of China on Taiwan made his his-
toric visit to the United States last
month, I would like to congratulate
him on his leadership and vision for
Taiwan. President Chen became the
second democratically-elected Presi-
dent in Chinese history little over one
year ago, and his election was cer-
tainly a milestone in Taiwan’s contin-
ued adherence to democracy and free-
dom.

I believe that President Chen’s his-
toric visit deserves the notice and re-
spect of the U.S. Senate. Congress has
long supported democratic develop-
ment around the world, and Taiwan is
no exception. Taiwan today is a nota-
ble model of rapid and successful demo-
cratic reform, as well as an important
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