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So the concurrent resolution was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Con. Res. 145, the concurrent
resolution just agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.

f

CALIFORNIA’S ENERGY CRISIS

(Ms. ESHOO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks and include therein extraneous
material.)

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
afternoon, the California delegation, 52
strong, including our two United
States Senators, Republicans and
Democrats, met with the Vice Presi-
dent. The subject of the meeting was
energy.

Californians are reeling from the
sticker shock in the bills that they are
receiving. We know that the Federal
Energy Commission has said that there
is gouging. We know that there is gam-
ing. Californians are hurt and hurting
badly by this.

I will place into the RECORD as part
of what I am saying this morning a re-
port that has come out from CNN. It is
entitled ‘‘Power of advertising fights
electricity rate caps’’.

Well, together with the White House
and the GOP majority in the House,
those gouged prices from Californians
are now going to be put into an adver-
tising campaign. The dollars that we
are paying are going to be placed into
an advertising campaign to try to de-
feat price relief in California.

This is an outrage, and it is an equiv-
alent to what the tobacco companies
did as they tried to wage their war on
America and say that tobacco was
good. This is an outrage, and we are
going to fight this.

Mr. Speaker, I include the article
that I referred to earlier as follows:
POWER OF ADVERTISING FIGHTS ELECTRICITY

RATE CAPS

WORRIED GOP, WHITE HOUSE GIVE BLESSING TO
UTILITIES’ CALIFORNIA CAMPAIGN

(By Major Garrett)

WASHINGTON (CNN).—Major U.S. utility
companies—at the behest of senior congres-
sional Republicans and with White House ap-
proval—will launch a multimillion-dollar ad-
vertising campaign this week to fight federal

caps on electricity prices in California, sev-
eral sources tell CNN.

No exact dollar figure has been set for the
television campaign, but congressional and
administration sources said the first phase
will cost less than $5 million and run only in
California. Media buyers for the utilities will
also purchase airtime on Spanish-language
television.

‘‘Every penny right now will be spent in
the Golden State,’’ said a source intimately
involved in the ad campaign.

Over time, the utilities’ ad campaign could
easily cost more than $10 million. Leading
congressional Republicans have urged the
entire energy industry to spend upwards of
$50 million on the ads—or about as much as
the tobacco industry spent to defeat com-
prehensive tobacco legislation in 1998.

Congressional GOP leaders have issued
dire, albeit private, warnings to the energy
industry that they may not be able to block
legislation imposing caps on prices or other
measures designed to give the federal gov-
ernment a greater role in setting rates for
wholesale electricity, oil or natural gas.

The ad campaign reflects a deepening sense
of dread among congressional Republicans
that the Bush energy policy, while long on
specifics, has failed to address short-term po-
litical pressure on Republicans.

Republicans inside and outside of Congress
tell CNN they are terrified about confronting
a summer of Democratic attacks on energy
prices as they gear up for re-election cam-
paigns. The concerns are all the more acute
because of the GOP’s narrow, five-seat House
majority and fear among Senate Republicans
that they could lose more ground to the
Democrats in next year’s elections.

The final straw for many House and Senate
Republicans was Mr. Bush’s trip to Cali-
fornia, which, in effect, put the issue of price
caps in the spotlight.

‘‘It was a total disaster,’’ said an adviser to
the House Republican leadership. ‘‘He came
out there to let every Californian, including
Republicans, know he was against price caps.
Now everyone in California knows (Demo-
cratic Gov.) Gray Davis is for them and the
president is not.’’

What’s worse, several senior Congressional
Republican sources told CNN, the White
House returned from the trip thinking the
president had the upper hand.

‘‘It’s ludicrous,’’ said another House Re-
publican. ‘‘Members have lost confidence in
their ability to understand how this issue is
affecting us.’’

Congressional Republicans will not play
any role in the content or overall strategy of
the campaign. Neither is the White House in-
volved. But House and Senate GOP leaders
have shared their concerns with top White
House officials, among them Mr. Bush’s sen-
ior political adviser, Karl Rove.

‘‘The White House is aware and approving
of the effort,’’ said a senior Senate Repub-
lican aide.

House Republican leaders, beset by com-
plaints from rank-and-file Republicans about
the beating they’re taking on the energy
price issue, have been demanding action
from energy companies to make the public
case against price caps or other controls on
energy markets. Chief among the advocates
has been House Majority Leader Tom DeLay
of Texas.

DeLay and his wife, Christine, dined with
President bush and the first lady on Wednes-
day. Sources close to the situation said the
evening was mostly social, but they added
that DeLay expressed concerns about the
withering attacks the House GOP has been
absorbing from Democrats on the energy
issue.
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