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same direction, whether it is a body
moving through space in the physical
world or whether it is a Government
agency moving through regulations
that always does things the same way.
It keeps things going. It takes yester-
day’s answers and tries to force them
on today’s problems.

As I look at this bill overall, I do not
see the boldness, the freshness, the
challenge to do something different
and try to break out of the old patterns
that, frankly, were there when Presi-
dent Bush first submitted his edu-
cation plan. We, in this body, have
added so much baggage to that exciting
first motion that it is hard to recognize
the President’s initiatives in this bill.
They are buried under piles of money
and piles of directions that are rooted
in the status quo and in the past.

So I decided that the bill is going to
pass, regardless of what I try to do. But
if I can draw a little bit of attention to
the fact that the bill is not, in fact, as
bold, as innovative, and as hopeful as it
started out to be by casting a negative
vote, then that would justify casting a
negative vote.

I don’t expect very many people will
listen to what I have to say, and I don’t
expect very many people will pay at-
tention to the vote I have cast. But I
remember when I first came here as a
young Senator, someone said to me,
Cast your vote with this in mind—how
will you feel as you drive home think-
ing about it after the debate is over?

I decided that as I drove home think-
ing about this one that I would drive
home feeling better having cast the
protest vote than I would if I had gone
along with the large majority of my
colleagues.

I don’t mean to suggest that anyone
who voted for this bill was not voting
out of complete, sincere dedication to
the idea that this is something good. I
don’t mean to question the motives of
anybody else. I simply want to explain
my own. This bill has grown too expen-
sive. This bill has grown into too much
Federal control. And the end result, in
terms of timidity and support for the
status quo, is simply not worth those
first two. That is why I opposed the
bill.

I hope the product that comes back
to us from conference will be better
and that I will then be in a position to
support it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska is recognized.

————
226TH BIRTHDAY OF THE ARMY

Mr. HAGEL. Madam President, I rise
today to wish the United States Army
happy birthday. It was 226 years ago
today, in 1775, that the Continental
Army of the United States was formed.
The United States Army has had a
monumental impact on our country.

Millions of men and women over the
past 226 years have served in the senior
branch of our military forces. The
Army is interwoven into the culture of
America. Those who have had the great
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privilege of serving our country in the
U.S. Army understand that.

Last week, I was in Crawford, Ne-
braska. I am helping with the renova-
tion of the historic barracks at the old
Ft. Robinson in western Nebraska.

Ft. Robinson was home to the U.S.
Army’s ‘“‘Buffalo Soldiers’”—the heroic
black soldiers who fought as part of the
U.S. Army after the Civil War into the
early 20th Century.

The 9th Cavalry Buffalo Soldiers
called Ft. Robinson home from 1885 to
1898. And the 10th Cavalry Buffalo Sol-
diers were stationed at Ft. Robinson
from 1902 to 1907.

It is also interesting to note that Ne-
braska was home to the 25th Cavalry
Buffalo Soldiers who were stationed at
Ft. Niobrara, in the north central part
of Nebraska, from 1902 to 1907.

The Buffalo Soldiers made up about
twelve percent of the U.S. Army at the
turn of the Century and they served
our country valiantly and with great
distinction.

Eighteen Buffalo Soldiers earned the
Medal of Honor, our Nation’s highest
award, fighting on the Western fron-
tier. Five more earned the Medal of
Honor for service during the Spanish
American War.

“Duty, honor, country’ is the motto
of the U.S. Army. It is America. Every
generation of Americans who have
served in the U.S. Army—from the
Continental Army to the Buffalo Sol-
diers to today’s fighting men and
women—have been shaped by this
motto.

It has molded lives in ways that are
hard to explain, just as the Army has
touched our national life and history
and made the world more secure, pros-
perous, and a better place for all man-
kind.

On this 226th birthday of the U.S.
Army, as a proud U.S. Army veteran, I
say happy birthday to the Army vet-
erans of our country. We recognize and
thank those who served and whose ex-
amples inspired those of us who have
had the opportunity to serve in the
U.S. Army.

It is the Army that has laid the foun-
dation for all of this nation’s distin-
guished branches of service and helped
build a greater, stronger America.

Mr. President, on this, the 226th
birthday of the Army, I say Happy
Birthday and, in the great rich tradi-
tion of the U.S. Army, I proudly pro-
claim my annual Senate floor
“HOOAH!”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

————

THE 226th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
U.S. ARMY

Mr. DODD. I commend my dear

friend from Nebraska for his remarks
celebrating the 226th anniversary of
the Army. I am glad I was present on
the floor to hear the annual ‘“‘Hooah”
from a wonderful former sergeant who
served with great distinction during
the Vietnam conflict. He is a wonderful
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Member of this body and a great friend
to the veterans of America.

I served in the Army. I was a week-
end warrior. I defended the shores of
Connecticut from outside aggression
over the years. But, I am deeply proud
to have worn the uniform of the Army
while rising to the rank of E4. I am
even more proud of my friend for his
wonderful service and for what he has
done in public life after his service. I
join him in wishing happy birthday to
our friends in the U.S. Army.

Mr. HAGEL. Madam President, if I
may respond to my friend from Con-
necticut, it is common knowledge that
E4s run the Army, so I salute him with
a big ‘“Hooah.”

———

THE ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT

Mr. DODD. Madam President, I want
to spend some time talking about the
reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965, which
we passed just a few minutes ago.

First, I commend my friend and col-
league from Massachusetts, the chair-
man of the committee, for his con-
tinuing leadership in the area of edu-
cation. Senator KENNEDY has been a
tireless champion of children and fami-
lies and is now into his fifth decade
here in the Senate. He has no equal
when it comes to his passion for serv-
ing those in need, and demonstrated
that passion once again during his
management of this bill over the past 6
or 7 weeks.

I also want to join with those who
have commended our colleague, Sen-
ator JEFFORDS of Vermont. Senator
JEFFORDS is the former chairman of
this committee. We were elected to
Congress together more than a quarter
century ago. He has been a wonderful
friend and fellow New Englander and in
large part is responsible for the out-
lines of the bill just adopted by a sub-
stantial vote. In his quiet way, JIM
JEFFORDS made a very profound and
strong imprint on this legislation.

Although much attention has been
focused on political events over the
last few weeks associated with our col-
league from Vermont, that should not
overshadow his substantive commit-
ment to the quality of education in
this country, and this reauthorization
of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act is one of the finest examples
of his efforts over the years. So I com-
mend him for his work.

I thank my friend from New Hamp-
shire, Senator GREGG, who is a tremen-
dously bright and articulate Member of
this body. We have our differences, but
there is no more engaging Member, no
one with whom I more enjoy debating a
subject. He is knowledgeable and deep-
ly committed to these issues. He has
very strong views, but is a very fair in-
dividual, and he did a very fine job here
on the floor. Other members, also have
been very involved in this legislation,
such as Senator FRIST of Tennessee,
who cares deeply about these issues;
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