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signatures while enhancing consumer con-
fidence. It preserves the right of consumers 
to receive written information required by 
state and federal law. The provision also dis-
courages deception and fraud by those who 
might fail to provide consumers with infor-
mation the law requires that they receive.’’ 

Significantly, the consumer consent 
provision is benefitting businesses as 
well as consumers. The report states 
that businesses that have implemented 
this provision are reporting several 
benefits, including ‘‘protection from li-
ability, increased revenues resulting 
from increased consumer confidence, 
and the opportunity to engage in addi-
tional dialogue with consumers about 
the transactions.’’ The technological 
check has not been significantly bur-
densome, and ‘‘[t]he technology-neu-
tral language of the provision encour-
ages creativity in the structure of busi-
ness systems that interface with con-
sumers, and provides an opportunity 
for the business and the consumer to 
choose the form of communication for 
the transaction.’’ 

The report also finds that ESIGN’s 
consumer safeguards are helping to 
prevent deception and fraud, which is 
critical to maintaining consumer con-
fidence in the electronic marketplace. 

ESIGN is a product of bipartisan co-
operation, and it is working well for 
the country. We should learn from ex-
perience as we take up new legislative 
challenges. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF OLIVER POWERS 
Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I rise 

today to inform my colleagues of the 
passing of Oliver Bennett Powers a 
Senior Broadcast Engineering Techni-
cian for the Senate, and native of 
Chickasha, Oklahoma. 

Oliver passed away suddenly while 
vacationing with friends and family 
near Norfolk, Virginia on June 23, 2001. 
He was a respected, well-liked, and 
dedicated member of the Senate Re-
cording Studio staff. He is survived by 
his wife of 28 years, Anita; two sons, 
Isaiah and Lucas; his mother, Ella 
Belle Powers of Chickasha, Oklahoma, 
and brother, Roy Powers, of Norman. 
Our hearts go out to them. 

Oliver was a native of Chickasha, 
Oklahoma, where he graduated from 
high school in 1971. He was also a grad-
uate of the University of Science and 
Arts of Oklahoma, also located in 
Chickasha, and went on to earn a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Journalism from the 
University of Oklahoma. Oliver began 
his service to the U.S. Senate in 1986, 
when he became director of audio and 
lighting for the Senate. 

Oliver will be missed by all of those 
who knew him through his community, 
his church, and his work here in the 
Senate. Oliver embodied the best of 
what we’ve come to expect from Okla-
homans. He was hard working, yet soft- 
spoken and gentle; highly professional, 
yet humble, and always kind and re-
spectful to others. He was representa-
tive of so many staff here that work 
tirelessly and anonymously on behalf 
of the Senate. 

On behalf of the United States Sen-
ate, let me say thank you to Anita, Isa-

iah, Lucas and the other members of 
the Powers family for sharing him with 
us these many years. He will be missed. 
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EXTRADICTION OF SLOBODAN 
MILOSEVIC TO THE U.N. ICTY 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to commend the authorities 
of Serbia for, at long last, handing over 
Slobodan Milosevic to the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal. It is iron-
ic, and perhaps fitting, that his arrest 
and transfer to the international court 
took place on June 28—one of the most 
noted dates in Serb history, when in 
1389 the Serbs were defeated at the bat-
tle of Kosovo Polje, ushering in a pe-
riod of Ottoman Turkish rule. It is my 
hope that future generations of Serbs 
will remember June 28, 2001 with the 
same sense of historic importance and 
as the beginning of true and long-last-
ing democracy and respect for the rule 
of law. 

Mr. Milosevic has been charged by an 
independent, impartial, international 
criminal tribunal with crimes against 
humanity and violations of the laws or 
customs of war against the ethnic Al-
banian population of Kosovo. And ac-
cording to the Prosecutor of the Tri-
bunal, we can expect more indictments 
against him for earlier crimes in Cro-
atia and Bosnia. 

His extradition to the Hague is his-
toric, if long overdue. As a former head 
of state, there were many who believed 
that he would never be made to answer 
for the charges against him. That this 
day finally came underscores the com-
mitment of the international commu-
nity to investigating and prosecuting 
individuals for war crimes. And it sets 
an important precedent in inter-
national law; namely, that the Geneva 
Conventions and their Protocols will be 
upheld and enforced regardless of one’s 
position or influence. The message in 
all of this is clear and inspiring: with 
patience and perseverance, democracy 
and the rule of law will prevail. 

Serbian Prime Minister Djindjic de-
serves praise for his leadership on this 
issue and for recognizing that if Serbia 
wants to join the democratic family of 
nations, then it must uphold and re-
spect the rule of law. Many others have 
contributed their efforts over the years 
leading up to this historic day and de-
serve mention: former Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright, U.S. Ambas-
sador-at-large for War Crimes, David 
Scheffer, and ICTY Prosecutors Justice 
Louise Arbour and Carla Del Ponte, to 
name just a few. 

The wars that tore apart the former 
Yugoslavia—and which threaten Mac-
edonia today—were largely, although 
not exclusively, of Mr. Milosevic’s 
doing. He fomented extreme ethnic na-
tionalism and unleashed his army and 
special police forces on the civilian 
populations of Croatia, Bosnia and 
Kosovo. Millions of people were driven 
from their homes and more than a 
quarter of a million are believed to 
have died. For his policies he earned 
himself the name, ‘‘the Butcher of Bel-
grade.’’ His victims deserve account-

ability and his former citizens deserve 
to know what was done in their name. 

It must be stressed that the Serb peo-
ple are not on trial; only Mr. Milosevic. 
The United States seeks friendship and 
partnership with all of the people of 
the former Yugoslavia. Our presence 
and contributions at the donor’s con-
ference are evidence of our intentions. 

Yet while we welcome yesterday’s de-
velopments, we must also not forget 
that 26 accused remain on the run, 
most of them in Bosnia and Serbia. I 
call on the accused to turn themselves 
over to the jurisdiction of the Tribunal 
to answer the charges against them 
without further delay. It is the honor-
able thing to do. But failing this, the 
local authorities must take swift and 
decisive action, if necessary with the 
support of international peacekeeping 
troops, to deliver these fugitives from 
justice to the court in the Hague. 
There will never be long-lasting peace 
and stability in the region so long as 
these individuals remain on the run. 
The fact that they have evaded justice 
for so long—in the case of Radovan 
Karadzic and Ratko Mladic it’s already 
six year—makes a mockery of justice 
and it must end. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2001 

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President, 
I rise today to speak about hate crimes 
legislation I introduced with Senator 
KENNEDY in March of this year. The 
Local law Enforcement Act of 2001 
would add new categories to current 
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that violence of any kind is unac-
ceptable in our society. 

I would like to describe a terrible 
crime that occurred November 6, 1998 
in Seattle, Washington. A gay man was 
severely beaten with rocks and broken 
bottles in his neighborhood by a gang 
of youths shouting ‘‘faggot.’’ The vic-
tim sustained a broken nose and swol-
len jaw. When he reported the incident 
to police two days later, the officer re-
fused to take the report. 

I believe that government’s first duty 
is to defend its citizens, to defend them 
against the harms that come out of 
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol 
that can become substance. I believe 
that by passing this legislation, we can 
change hearts and minds as well. 

f 

CELEBRATION OF CAPE VERDE 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise 
today to join Cape Verdeans in the 
July 5th celebration of Cape Verde 
Independence Day. 

Every country is rich with its own 
history and unique story of how it 
achieved democracy, and Cape Verde is 
no exception. In 1462, Portuguese set-
tlers arrived at Santiago and founded 
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