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the rivers, cities, and States across our
Nation. Indian arts and crafts have
also made a distinct impression on our
heritage.

It is my hope that by designating the
month of November 2001, as ‘‘National
American Indian Heritage Month,” we
will continue to encourage self-esteem,
pride, and self-awareness amongst
American Indians and Alaska Natives
of all ages.

November is a special time in the his-
tory of the United States: we celebrate
the Thanksgiving holiday by remem-
bering the Indians of the Northeast and
English settlers as they enjoyed the
bounty of their harvest and the prom-
ise of new kinships.

By recognizing the many Native con-
tributions to the arts, governance, and
culture of our Nation, we will honor
their past and ensure a place in Amer-
ica for Native people for generations to
come. I ask for the support of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for
this resolution, and urge the Senate to
pass this important matter.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 119—COM-
BATING THE GLOBAL AIDS PAN-
DEMIC

Mr. BAYH (for himself, Mr. SMITH of
Oregon, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. LUGAR, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. DORGAN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr.
WELLSTONE, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. BIDEN,
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
CORZINE, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. TORRICELLI,
Mr. GRAHAM, and Ms. SNOWE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:
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Whereas the international AIDS pandemic
is of grave proportions and is growing;

Whereas the epicenter of the AIDS pan-
demic is sub-Saharan Africa, and incidences
of contraction of HIV, AIDS, and related dis-
eases are growing in the Caribbean basin,
Russia, China, Southeast Asia, and India at
alarming rates;

Whereas AIDS pandemic-related statistics
are especially staggering in sub-Saharan Af-
rica—

(1) the infection rate is 8 times higher than
the rest of the world;

(2) in the region, over 17,000,000 people have
already lost their lives to AIDS or AIDS-re-
lated illnesses, with another 24,000,000 living
with AIDS, according to the World Health
Organization and Joint United Nations Pro-
gram on HIV/AIDS;

(3) in many countries in the region, life ex-
pectancy will drop by 50 percent over the
next decade;

(4) more than 12,000,000 African children
have lost 1 or both parents to AIDS or AIDS-
related illnesses, and that number will grow
to more than 35,000,000 by 2010;

(5) if current trends continue, 50 percent or
more of all 15-year olds in the worst affected
countries, such as Zambia, South Africa, and
Botswana, will die of AIDS or AIDS-related
illnesses; and

(6) one-quarter of the sub-Saharan African
population could die of AIDS or AIDS-re-
lated illnesses by 2020, according to the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency;

Whereas confronting the AIDS pandemic is
a moral imperative of the United States and
other leading nations of the world;
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Whereas confronting the AIDS pandemic is
in the national interest of the United States,
given that 42 percent of United States ex-
ports go to the developing world, where the
incidence of AIDS is growing most rapidly;

Whereas in today’s globalized environ-
ment, goods, services, people—and disease—
are moving at the fastest pace in world his-
tory;

Whereas we cannot insulate our citizenry
from the global AIDS pandemic and related
opportunistic disease, and we must provide
leadership if we are to reverse global infec-
tion rates;

Whereas the AIDS pandemic is perhaps the
most serious and challenging transnational
issue facing the world in the post-Cold War
era;

Whereas the AIDS pandemic is decimating
local skilled workforces, straining fragile
governments, diverting national resources,
and undermining states’ ability to provide
for their national defense or international
peacekeeping forces;

Whereas United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral, Kofi Annan, asserts that between
$7,000,000,000 and $10,000,000,000 is needed an-
nually to address the AIDS pandemic, yet
current international assistance efforts total
roughly a little more than $1,000,000,000 per
annum;

Whereas the United States has joined the
call from the United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral, Kofi Annan, and others in support of a
global fund to assist national governments,
international organizations, and nongovern-
mental organizations in the prevention, care,
and treatment of AIDS and AIDS-related ill-
nesses; and

Whereas the United Nations Special Ses-
sion on AIDS, taking place in June 2001, and
the Group of Eight Industrialized Nations
meeting in July 2001, are key opportunities
for more states, governments, international
organizations, the private sector, and civil
society to donate assistance to the global
fund: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the tragedy of the AIDS pan-
demic in human terms, as well as its dev-
astating impact on national economies, in-
frastructures, political systems, and all sec-
tors of society;

(2) strongly supports the formation of a
Global AIDS and Health Fund;

(3) calls for the United States to remain
open to providing greater sums of money to
the global fund as other donors join in sup-
porting this endeavor;

(4) calls on other nations, international or-
ganizations, foundations, the private sector,
and civil society to join in providing assist-
ance to the global fund;

() urges all national leaders in every part
of the world to speak candidly to their peo-
ple about how to avoid contracting or trans-
mitting the HIV virus;

(6) calls for the United States to continue
to invest heavily in AIDS treatment, preven-
tion, and research;

(7) urges international assistance programs
to continue to emphasize science-based best
practices and prevention in the context of a
comprehensive program of care and treat-
ment;

(8) encourages international health care in-
frastructures to better prepare themselves
for the successful provision of AIDS care and
treatment, including the administration of
AIDS drugs;

(9) urges the Administration of President
George W. Bush to encourage participants at
the United Nations General Assembly Spe-
cial Session on AIDS in June, and the Group
of Eight Industrialized Nations meeting in
July, to contribute to the global fund; and

(10) calls for United States representatives
at the United Nations General Assembly
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Special Session on AIDS and Group of Eight
Industrialized Nations meeting to emphasize
the need to maintain focus on science-based
best practices and prevention in the context
of a comprehensive program of care and
treatment, combating mother-to-child trans-
mission of the HIV virus, defeating oppor-
tunistic infections, and improving infra-
structure and basic care services where
treatment medicines are available, and seek
additional resources to support the millions
of AIDS orphans worldwide.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 120—
ORGANIZATION OF THE SENATE

Mr. DASCHLE (for himself and Mr.
LOTT) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 120

Resolved, That the Majority Party of the
Senate for the 107th Congress shall have a
one seat majority on every committee of the
Senate, except that the Select Committee on
Ethics shall continue to be composed equally
of members from both parties. No Senator
shall lose his or her current committee as-
signments by virtue of this resolution.

SEC. 2 Notwithstanding the provisions of
Rule XXV the Majority and Minority Lead-
ers of the Senate are hereby authorized to
appoint their members of the committees
consistent with this resolution.

SEC. 3 Subject to the authority of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, any agree-
ments entered into regarding committee
funding and space prior to June 5, 2001, be-
tween the Chairman and Ranking member of
each committee shall remain in effect, un-
less modified by subsequent agreement be-
tween the Chairman and Ranking member.

SEC. 4 The provisions of this resolution
shall cease to be effective, except for Sec. 3,
if the ratio in the full Senate on the date of
adoption of this resolution changes.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 121—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE POL-
ICY OF THE UNITED STATES AT
THE 53RD ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE INTERNATIONAL WHALING
COMMISSION

Mr. KERRY (for himself, Ms. SNOWE,
Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. BIDEN,
Mr. SARBANES, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, and Mr. FEINGOLD) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:
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Whereas whales have very low reproductive
rates, making whale populations extremely
vulnerable to pressure from commercial
whaling;

Whereas whales migrate throughout the
world’s oceans and international cooperation
is required to successfully conserve and pro-
tect whale stocks;

Whereas in 1946 the nations of the world
adopted the International Convention for the
Regulation of Whaling, which established the
International Whaling Commission to pro-
vide for the proper conservation of the whale
stocks;

Whereas the Commission adopted a mora-
torium on commercial whaling in 1982 in
order to conserve and promote the recovery
of the whale stocks;

Whereas the Commission has designated
the Indian Ocean and the ocean waters
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