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(A) STATE ENTITY.—With respect to a State
that directly establishes a health care con-
sumer assistance office, such office shall es-
tablish and implement procedures and proto-
cols in accordance with applicable Federal
and State laws.

(B) CONTRACT ENTITY.—With respect to a
State that, through contract, establishes a
health care consumer assistance office, such
office shall establish and implement proce-
dures and protocols, consistent with applica-
ble Federal and State laws, to ensure the
confidentiality of all information shared by
a participant, beneficiary, enrollee, or their
personal representative and their health care
providers, group health plans, or health in-
surance insurers with the office and to en-
sure that no such information is used by the
office, or released or disclosed to State agen-
cies or outside persons or entities without
the prior written authorization (in accord-
ance with section 164.508 of title 45, Code of
Federal Regulations) of the individual or
personal representative. The office may, con-
sistent with applicable Federal and State
confidentiality laws, collect, use or disclose
aggregate information that is not individ-
ually identifiable (as defined in section
164.501 of title 45, Code of Federal Regula-
tions). The office shall provide a written de-
scription of the policies and procedures of
the office with respect to the manner in
which health information may be used or
disclosed to carry out consumer assistance
activities. The office shall provide health
care providers, group health plans, or health
insurance issuers with a written authoriza-
tion (in accordance with section 164.508 of
title 45, Code of Federal Regulations) to
allow the office to obtain medical informa-
tion relevant to the matter before the office.

(3) AVAILABILITY OF SERVICES.—The health
care consumer assistance office of a State
shall not discriminate in the provision of in-
formation, referrals, and services regardless
of the source of the individual’s health insur-
ance coverage or prospective coverage, in-
cluding individuals covered under a group
health plan or health insurance coverage of-
fered by a health insurance issuer, the medi-
care or medicaid programs under title XVIII
or XIX of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395 and 1396 et seq.), or under any other Fed-
eral or State health care program.

(4) DESIGNATION OF RESPONSIBILITIES.—

(A) WITHIN EXISTING STATE ENTITY.—If the
health care consumer assistance office of a
State is located within an existing State reg-
ulatory agency or office of an elected State
official, the State shall ensure that—

(i) there is a separate delineation of the
funding, activities, and responsibilities of
the office as compared to the other funding,
activities, and responsibilities of the agency;
and

(ii) the office establishes and implements
procedures and protocols to ensure the con-
fidentiality of all information shared by a
participant, beneficiary, or enrollee or their
personal representative and their health care
providers, group health plans, or health in-
surance issuers with the office and to ensure
that no information is disclosed to the State
agency or office without the written author-
ization of the individual or their personal
representative in accordance with paragraph
(2).

(B) CONTRACT ENTITY.—In the case of an en-
tity that enters into a contract with a State
under subsection (a)(3), the entity shall pro-
vide assurances that the entity has no con-
flict of interest in carrying out the activities
of the office and that the entity is inde-
pendent of group health plans, health insur-
ance issuers, providers, payers, and regu-
lators of health care.

(5) SUBCONTRACTS.—The health care con-
sumer assistance office of a State may carry
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out activities and provide services through
contracts entered into with 1 or more non-
profit entities so long as the office can dem-
onstrate that all of the requirements of this
section are complied with by the office.

(6) TERM.—A contract entered into under
this subsection shall be for a term of 3 years.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the Secretary first awards grants under this
section, and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall prepare and submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report con-
cerning the activities funded under this sec-
tion and the effectiveness of such activities
in resolving health care-related problems
and grievances.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this
section.

————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources has scheduled a
hearing to receive testimony on S. 1006,
the Renewable Fuels for Energy Secu-
rity Act of 2001.

The hearing, chaired by Senator TIM
JOHNSON, will take place on Friday,
July 6, at 9:30 a.m., at the Minnehaha
County Administration Building, 415 N.
Dakota Avenue, 2nd Floor, County
Commission Meeting Room, Sioux
Falls, SD.

Those wishing to submit written
statements on the legislation should
address them to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, Attn:
Shirley Neff, U.S. Senate, Washington,
DC 20510.

For further information, please call
Shirley Neff at 202/224-6689.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources has scheduled a leg-
islative hearing on provisions to pro-
tect energy supply and security (title I
of S. 388, the National Energy Security
Act of 2001); oil and gas production
(title III and title V of S. 388; and title
X of S. 597, the Comprehensive and Bal-
anced Energy Policy Act of 2001); drill-
ing moratoriums on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf (S. 901, the Coastal States
Protection Act; S. 1086, the COAST
Anti-Drilling Act; and S. 771, a bill to
permanently prohibit the conduct of
offshore drilling on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf of the State of Florida,
and for other purposes); energy regu-
latory reviews and studies; and S. 900,
the Consumer Energy Commission Act
of 2001.

The hearing will take place on Thurs-
day, July 12, 2001, at 9:30 a.m., in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building in Washington, DC.

Those wishing to submit written
statements on the legislation should
address them to the Committee on En-
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ergy and Natural Resources, Attn:
Mary Katherine Ishee, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Mary Katherine Ishee at (202) 224—
7865.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources has scheduled a
hearing to receive testimony on legis-
lative proposals related to energy effi-
ciency, including S. 352, the Energy
Emergency Response Act of 2001; title
XIII of S. 597, the Comprehensive and
Balanced Energy Policy Act of 2001;
sections 602-606 of S. 388, the National
Energy Security Act of 2001; S. 95, the
Federal Energy Bank Act; S.J. Res. 15,
providing for congressional disapproval
of the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Energy relating to the post-
ponement of the effective date of en-
ergy conservation standards for central
air conditioners.

The hearing will take place on Fri-
day, July 13, at 9:30 a.m. in room 366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

Those wishing to submit written
statements on the legislation should
address them to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, Attn:
Deborah Estes, U.S. Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510.

For further information, please call
Deborah Estes at 202/224-5360.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources has scheduled a
hearing to receive testimony on legis-
lative proposals related to reducing the
demand for petroleum products in the
light duty vehicle sector, including ti-
tles IIT and XII of S. 597, the Com-
prehensive and Balanced Energy Policy
Act of 2001; title VII of S. 388, the Na-
tional Energy Security Act of 2001; S.
883, the Energy Independence Act of
2001; S. 1053, Hydrogen Future Act of
2001; and S. 1006, Renewable Fuels for
Energy Security Act of 2001.

The hearing will take place on Tues-
day, July 17, at 9:30 a.m., in room 366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

Those wishing to submit written
statements on the legislation should
address them to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, Attn:
Shirley Neff, U.S. Senate, Washington,
DC 20510.

For further information, please call
Shirley Neff at 202/224-6689.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources has scheduled a
hearing to receive testimony on legis-
lative proposals related to energy and
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scientific research, development, tech-
nology deployment, education, and
training, including sections 107, 114,
115, 607, title II, and subtitle B of title
IV of S. 388, the National Energy Secu-
rity Act of 2001; titles VIII, XI and Di-
vision E of S. 597, the Comprehensive
and Balanced Energy Policy Act of
2001; sections 111, 121, 122, 123, 125, 127,
204, 205, title IV and title V of S. 472,
the Nuclear Energy Electricity Supply
Assurance Act of 2001; and S. 90, the
Department of Energy Nanoscale
Science and Engineering Research Act;
S. 193, the Department of Energy Ad-
vanced Scientific Computing Act; S.
242, the Department of Energy Univer-
sity Nuclear Science and Engineering
Act; S. 259, the National Laboratories
Partnership Improvement Act of 2001;
and S. 636, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Energy to establish a decom-
missioning pilot program to decommis-
sion and decontaminate the sodium-
cooled fast breeder experimental test-
site reactor located in northwest Ar-
kansas.

The hearing will take place on
Wednesday, July 18, at 9:30 a.m., in
room 366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

Those wishing to submit written
statements on the legislation should
address them to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, Attn: Rob-
ert Simon, U.S. Senate, Washington,
DC 20510.

For further information, please call
Robert M. Simon at 202-224-4103.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources has scheduled a leg-
islative hearing to receive testimony
on proposals related to removing bar-
riers to distributed generation, renew-
able energy, and other advanced tech-
nologies in electricity generation and
transmission, including section 301 and
title VI of S. 597, the Comprehensive
and Balanced Energy Policy Act of
2001; sections 110, 111, 112, 710, and 711
of S. 388, the National Energy Security
Act of 2001; and S. 933, the Combined
Heat and Power Advancement Act of
2001. In addition, the hearing will con-
sider proposals relating to the hydro-
electric relicensing procedures of the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, including title VII of S. 388, title
VII of S. 597; and S. 71, the Hydro-
electric Licensing Process Improve-
ment Act of 2001.

The hearing will take place on Thurs-
day, July 19, 2001, at 9:30 a.m., in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building in Washington, DC.

Those wishing to submit written
statements on the legislation should
address them to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, Attn:
Deborah Estes, U.S. Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact Deborah Estes at (202) 224-5360 or
Mary Katherine Ishee at (202) 224-7865.
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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources has scheduled a
hearing to receive testimony on pro-
posals related to global climate change
and measures to mitigate greenhouse
gas emission, including S. 597, the
Comprehensive and Balanced Energy
Policy Act of 2001; S. 388, the National
Energy Security Act of 2001; and S. 820,
the Forest Resources for the Environ-
ment and the Economy Act.

The hearing will take place on Tues-
day, July 24, at 9:30 a.m., in room 366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

Those wishing to submit written
statements on the legislation should
address them to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, Attn:
Shirley Neff, U.S. Senate, Washington,
DC 20510.

For further information, please call
Shirley Neff at 202/224-6689.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the Subcommittee on Water and
Power of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources has scheduled a
hearing to receive testimony on S. 976,
the California Ecosystem, Water Sup-
ply, and Water Quality Enhancement
Act of 2001.

The hearing will take place on July
19 at 2:30 p.m., in room 366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building.

Those wishing to submit written
statements on the legislation should
address them to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, Attn:
Patty Beneke, U.S. Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510.

For further information, please call
Patty Beneke at 202/224-5451.

——
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Krisann
Kleibacker, a fellow in Senator
DASCHLE’s office, be granted the privi-
lege of the floor during debate on S.
1052.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. DASCHLE. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations: No.
166, Nos. 169 through 181, including the
nominations on the Secretary’s desk;
that the nominations be confirmed en
bloc, the motions to reconsider be laid
on the table en bloc, the President be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action, and the Senate then return to
legislative session.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations were considered and
confirmed as follows:

AIR FORCE

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
624:

To be major general
Brig. Gen. Michael A. Hamel, 0000.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Neal A. McCaleb, of Oklahoma, to be an

Assistant Secretary of the Interior.
AIR FORCE

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
624:

To be major general
Brig. Gen. Dale W. Meyerrose, 0000.
Brig. Gen. Wilbert D. Pearson, Jr., 0000.

The following Air National Guard of the
United States officers for appointment in the
Reserve of the Air Force to the grades indi-
cated under title 10, U.S.C., section 12203:

To be brigadier general
Col. Tex W. Tanberg, Jr., 0000.
ARMY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. John A. Van Alstyne, 0000.

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the Reserve of the Army to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
122083:

To be major general
Brig. Gen. James P. Collins, 0000.

The following Army National Guard of the
United States officer for appointment in the
Reserve of the Army to the grade indicated
under title 10, U.S.C., section 12203:

To be major general
Brig. Gen. Edward L. Correa, Jr., 0000.

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. James C. Riley, 0000.

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. William S. Wallace, 0000.

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Benjamin S. Griffin, 0000.

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. Leon J. LaPorte, 0000.
MARINE CORPS

The following named officer for appoint-

ment in the United states Marine Corps to
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